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In this exuberant and lyrical follow-up to the award-winning Over and Under the
Snow, discover the wonders that lie hidden between stalks, under the shade of
leaves . . . and down in the dirt. Explore the hidden world and many lives of a
garden through the course of a year! Up in the garden, the world is full of
green—leaves and sprouts, growing vegetables, ripening fruit. But down in the
dirt exists a busy world—earthworms dig, snakes hunt, skunks
burrow—populated by all the animals that make a garden their home. Plus, this is
the fixed-format version, which looks almost identical to the print edition.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 1–3—Beneath every garden lies a secret world down in the dirt. In this enchanting follow-up to Over and
Under the Snow (Chronicle, 2011), Messner explores that underground realm. This yearlong adventure
begins early in spring, with a young girl learning from her grandmother that the soil is still too cold and wet
to begin planting. The pair make plans while earthworms and insects work in the dirt. As the year goes by,
they tend to the garden, weeding, watering, and keeping away pests, and later harvesting vegetables. The
illustrations are marked by rich brown earth tones, highlighted by brighter colors here and there (a red
wheelbarrow, yellow boots) as the seasons reveal themselves slowly. Spreads detail the often unseen life all
around the garden, such as a praying mantis that eats mosquitoes, pill bugs that chew through leaves,
honeybees that pollinate flowers, and a garter snake that hunts grasshoppers. Neal effectively uses light and
dark to show the contrast between night and day; an image of foraging rabbits by day is eventually replaced
by a nighttime scene of skunks "[working] the night shift." Each page invites readers to linger over the quiet
text, which gently moves the story along. Back matter includes an author's note and a complete listing of the
many creatures mentioned throughout. VERDICT A beautiful, informative addition to any
collection.—Frances E. Millhouser, formerly at Fairfax County Public Library, VA

Review
"Offers excellent coming attractions for what youngsters can expect when they try to grow something."--
Reading Today

"Will have readers itching to get their hands dirty."--Baltimore Sun

"This is a really sweet book that explains how nature helps make a garden, with teamwork."--This Kid
Reviews Books

"This beautifully illustrated work shines a light on life beneath the surface."--Modern Luxury: Manhattan

"The harmonious relationships above and below ground, and those between the two, emphasize the
complexities of the garden ecosystem, as well as the joys of sustained engagement with the land."--The Horn
Book Magazine

About the Author
Kate Messner is the award-winning author of Over and Under the Snow, Sea Monster's First Day, Sea
Monster and the Bossy Fish, and more than a dozen other books for young readers. Kate lives on Lake
Champlain with her family.

Christopher Silas Neal is an award-winning illustrator whose work is published regularly in the New York
Times and shown in galleries. He teaches illustration at Pratt Institute and lives in Brooklyn, New York.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



James Snyder:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that guide has different
type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading whatever they
take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably you
should have this Up in the Garden and Down in the Dirt.

Jennifer Vickery:

The book Up in the Garden and Down in the Dirt make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to
make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting stress or having
big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book Up in the Garden and Down in the Dirt to be
your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge
about many or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read a guide Up in the Garden
and Down in the Dirt. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some
others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Michael Earl:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons
or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this Up in
the Garden and Down in the Dirt.

Jose Lloyd:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Up in the Garden and Down
in the Dirt which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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