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From Wall Street Journal bestselling author Jeff Wheeler.

King Severn Argentine’s fearsome reputation precedes him: usurper of the
throne, killer of rightful heirs, ruthless punisher of traitors. Attempting to depose
him, the Duke of Kiskaddon gambles…and loses. Now the duke must atone by
handing over his young son, Owen, as the king’s hostage. And should his loyalty
falter again, the boy will pay with his life.

Seeking allies and eluding Severn’s spies, Owen learns to survive in the court of
Kingfountain. But when new evidence of his father’s betrayal threatens to seal
his fate, Owen must win the vengeful king’s favor by proving his
worth—through extraordinary means. And only one person can aid his desperate
cause: a mysterious woman, dwelling in secrecy, who truly wields power over
life, death, and destiny.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Richard III is near-obligatory context for reading about King Severn Argentine; readers less fond of the Bard
can refer to Kylo Ren instead. Argentine is the black-garbed, duplicitous, enraged, self-absorbed usurper of
the throne of Ceredigion in Wheeler’s well-wrought fantasy setting. He has taken hostage eight-year-old
Owen, youngest child of the Duke of Kiskaddon, as surety for the duke’s good conduct. None doubt that the
boy is marked for death, but Owen has well-wishers in the labyrinthine palace of Kingfountain, as well as
preternatural gifts of focus and analysis. His allies include Ankarette Tryneowy, the titular poisoner in the
service of the dowager queen. Wheeler (the Covenant of Muirwood series) develops Owen slowly, taking a
long, deep look into a young character and his circumscribed world—an unusual move for a first book in a
series. Though Wheeler works very much according to the typical blueprint for high fantasy, the emotional
range and insight he convincingly portrays in his child hero make for a political drama that can entice adult
and teen audiences alike.

From Booklist

This is the first title in Wheeler’s projected Kingfountain series, about Owen Kiskaddon, initially the eight-
year-old son of a traitorous duke being held hostage at the royal court of Ceredigion. Wheeler’s Ceredigion
is a close analogue of War of the Roses-era England, with the central differences being that this universe’s
Richard III, Severn Argentine, did not fail at his own version of Bosworth and that a mystical fountain is the
central religious fixture as well as the source of magical powers for people known as the Fountainblessed.
Owen tries to learn the truth about Severn as well as survive at court, relying heavily on the help of a
mysterious Fountainblessed woman, the poisoner of the title. While the similar historical sources may make
some readers think of Kingfountain as a kinder and gentler Game of Thrones, the novel handles moral
ambiguity fairly well and creates a fairly nuanced and sympathetic character in its Richard III analogue.
Overall, an enjoyable—if conventional—entry in its genre.

About the Author

Wall Street Journal bestselling author Jeff Wheeler took an early retirement from his career at Intel in 2014
to write full-time. He is, most importantly, a husband and father, and a devout member of his church. He is
occasionally spotted roaming among the oak trees and granite boulders in the hills of California or in any
number of the state’s majestic redwood groves. He is the author of The Covenant of Muirwood Trilogy, The
Legends of Muirwood Trilogy, the Whispers from Mirrowen Trilogy, and the Landmoor Series.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rachel Kaufman:

Here thing why this kind of The Queen's Poisoner (The Kingfountain Series Book 1) are different and



dependable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it really depends in the content of the
usb ports which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The Queen's Poisoner (The Kingfountain Series
Book 1) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any guide out there but there
is no publication that similar with The Queen's Poisoner (The Kingfountain Series Book 1). It gives you thrill
looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is probably
can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your
method home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of
The Queen's Poisoner (The Kingfountain Series Book 1) in e-book can be your option.

Tanya McNeil:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Queen's Poisoner (The
Kingfountain Series Book 1) book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which
can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty The Queen's Poisoner
(The Kingfountain Series Book 1) as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one
publication that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick
this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to
an additional sixth sense.

Janelle Coe:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This The Queen's Poisoner (The
Kingfountain Series Book 1) is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone.
And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Helen Chandler:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book and also novel and The Queen's Poisoner (The Kingfountain Series
Book 1) or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a book,
you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially.
Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any
other book likes The Queen's Poisoner (The Kingfountain Series Book 1) to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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