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"Andrew Bacevich speaks truth to power, no matter who's in power, which
may be why those of both the left and right listen to him."?Bill Moyers

An immediate New York Times bestseller, The Limits of Power offers an
unparalleled examination of the profound triple crisis facing America: an
economy in disarray that can no longer be fixed by relying on expansion abroad;
a government transformed by an imperial presidency into a democracy in name
only; and an engagement in endless wars that has severely undermined the body
politic.

Writing with knowledge born of experience, conservative historian and former
military officer Andrew J. Bacevich argues that if the nation is to solve its
predicament, it will need the revival of a distinctly American approach: the
neglected tradition of realism. In contrast to the multiple illusions that have
governed American policy since 1945, he calls for respect for power and its
limits; aversion to claims of exceptionalism; skepticism of easy solutions,
especially those involving force; and a conviction that Americans must live
within their means. Only a return to such principles, Bacevich eloquently argues,
can provide common ground for fixing America's urgent problems before the
damage becomes irreparable.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In this caustic critique of the growing American penchant for empire and sense of entitlement, Bacevich (The
New American Militarism) examines the citizenry's complicity in the current economic, political, and
military crisis. A retired army colonel, the author efficiently pillories the recent performance of the armed
forces, decrying it as an expression of domestic dysfunction, with leaders and misguided strategies ushering
the nation into a global war of no exits and no deadlines. Arguing that the tendency to blame solely the
military or the Bush administration is as illogical as blaming Herbert Hoover for the Great Depression,
Bacevich demonstrates how the civilian population is ultimately culpable; in citizens' appetite for unfettered
access to resources, they have tacitly condoned the change of military service from a civic function into an
economic enterprise. Crisp prose, sweeping historical analysis and searing observations on the roots of
American decadence elevate this book from mere scolding to an urgent call for rational thinking and
measured action, for citizens to wise up and put their house in order. (Sept. 1)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

“Crisp prose, sweeping historical analysis and searing observations on the roots of American decadence
elevate this book from a mere scolding to an urgent call for rational thinking and measured action, for
citizens to wise up and put their house in order.” ?Publishers Weekly

“In this utterly original book, Andrew Bacevich explains how our ‘empire of consumption' contains the seeds
of its own destruction and why our foreign policy establishment in Washington is totally incapable of
coming to grips with it. Indispensable reading for every citizen.” ?Chalmers Johnson, author of the
Blowback Trilogy

“A clear-eyed look into the abyss of America's failed wars, and the analysis needed to climb out. In Andrew
Bacevich, realism and moral vision meet.” ?James Carroll, author of House of War

“In The Limits of Power, Andrew Bacevich takes aim at America's culture of exceptionalism and scores a
bulls eye. He reminds us that we can destroy all that we cherish by pursuing an illusion of indestructibility.”
?Lt. Gen. Bernard E. Trainor USMC (Ret.), co-author of The General's War and Cobra II

“Andrew Bacevich has written a razor sharp dissection of the national myths which befuddle U.S.
approaches to the outside world and fuel the Washington establishment's dangerous delusions of
omnipotence. His book should be read by every concerned US citizen.” ?Anatol Lieven, author of America
Right or Wrong: An Anatomy of American Nationalism

“In The Limits of Power, Andrew Bacevich delivers precisely what the Republic has so desperately needed:
an analysis of America's woes that goes beyond the villain of the moment, George W. Bush, and gets at the
heart of the delusions that have crippled the country's foreign policy for decades. Bacevich writes with a
passionate eloquence and moral urgency that makes this book absolutely compelling. Everyone should read
it.” ?Mark Danner, author of Torture and Truth: America, Abu Ghraib, and the War on Terror

About the Author



Andrew J. Bacevich, a professor of history and international relations at Boston University, retired from the
U.S. Army with the rank of colonel. He is the author of Washington Rules: America's Path to Permanent
War and The Limits of Power: The End of American Exceptionalism and The New American Militarism. His
writing has appeared in Foreign Affairs, The Atlantic Monthly, The Nation, The New York Times, The
Washington Post, and The Wall Street Journal. He holds a Ph.D. in American Diplomatic History from
Princeton University, and taught at West Point and Johns Hopkins University prior to joining the faculty at
Boston University in 1998. He is the recipient of a Lannan Award and a member of the Council on Foreign
Relations.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ena Clark:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important for people. The book The Limits of Power: The End of American Exceptionalism
(American Empire Project) had been making you to know about other information and of course you can
take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book The Limits of Power: The End of
American Exceptionalism (American Empire Project) is not only giving you much more new information but
also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your publication.
Try to make relationship while using book The Limits of Power: The End of American Exceptionalism
(American Empire Project). You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Frederick Palazzo:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some
of you maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Limits of
Power: The End of American Exceptionalism (American Empire Project) is our recommendation to make
you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Leigh Harris:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Limits of Power: The End of American Exceptionalism
(American Empire Project) can be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.



Christopher Williams:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. That The Limits of Power: The End of American Exceptionalism
(American Empire Project) can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have
issue that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have The Limits of
Power: The End of American Exceptionalism (American Empire Project).
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