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Vladimir Lorchenkov tells the story of a group of villagers and their tragicomic
efforts, against all odds and at any cost, to emigrate from Moldova, Europe's
most impoverished nation, to Italy for work. In this uproarious tale, an Orthodox
priest is deserted by his wife for an art-dealing atheist; a mechanic redesigns his
tractor for travel by air and sea; thousands of villagers take to the road on a
modern-day religious crusade to make it to the promised land of Italy;
meanwhile, politicians remain politicians.

“Outstanding ... darkly hilarious." — The Wall Street Journal

"A simultaneously hilarious and heartbreaking tale.”
— Publishers Weekly

“A touching and hilarious chronicle about the age-old European yearning for one
more chance. A chance that may never come …”
— Gary Shteyngart

“Firmly in the great tradition of East European black humour and stands
comparison with Hasek, Hrabal and Voinovich and will have you laughing –
unless, of course, you are a sensitive soul.”
— The Modern Novel

“The Good Life Elsewhere revels in absurdity, right down to the over-the-top
satisfying end … Good — though occasionally also very dark — absurdist fun,
by a talented writer.”
— The Complete Review

“Original, both serious and comic, and, at times, tragic.”
— Profile Magazine

“Vladimir Lorchenkov is a highly talented imposter – painting a colorful, bright,
and crazy life in a benighted post-Soviet corner of the world.”
— Vedomosti
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“This is a bleeding, wild work, grotesque in every twist of its plot and in every
character, written brightly, bitterly, humorously, and – paradoxically, as we’re
dealing with the grotesque – honestly.”
— Krupa.ru

“Is it possible for lovely Italy to take the place of both hell and paradise, as well
as one’s most cherished dream? Vladimir Lorchenkov explores this possibility –
in vivid colors, with a pamphleteer’s spite, and a good-humored smile.”
— Literaturnaya Gazeta
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uproarious tale, an Orthodox priest is deserted by his wife for an art-dealing atheist; a mechanic redesigns his
tractor for travel by air and sea; thousands of villagers take to the road on a modern-day religious crusade to
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"A simultaneously hilarious and heartbreaking tale.”
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— Gary Shteyngart

“Firmly in the great tradition of East European black humour and stands comparison with Hasek, Hrabal and
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— The Modern Novel

“The Good Life Elsewhere revels in absurdity, right down to the over-the-top satisfying end … Good —
though occasionally also very dark — absurdist fun, by a talented writer.”
— The Complete Review

“Original, both serious and comic, and, at times, tragic.”
— Profile Magazine

“Vladimir Lorchenkov is a highly talented imposter – painting a colorful, bright, and crazy life in a
benighted post-Soviet corner of the world.”
— Vedomosti

“This is a bleeding, wild work, grotesque in every twist of its plot and in every character, written brightly,
bitterly, humorously, and – paradoxically, as we’re dealing with the grotesque – honestly.”
— Krupa.ru

“Is it possible for lovely Italy to take the place of both hell and paradise, as well as one’s most cherished
dream? Vladimir Lorchenkov explores this possibility – in vivid colors, with a pamphleteer’s spite, and a
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Editorial Review

Review
"A touching and hilarious chronicle about the age-old European yearning for one more chance. A chance that
may never come ... " - Gary Shteyngart
 
"Vladimir Lorchenkov is a highly talented imposter - painting a colorful, bright, and crazy life in a benighted
post-Soviet corner of the world." - Vedmosti
 
"This is a bleeding, wild work, grotesque in every twist of its plot and in every character, written brightly,
bitterly, humorously, and ...  honestly." - Krupa.ru
 

“Outstanding ... darkly hilarious." — The Wall Street Journal

“A simultaneously hilarious and heartbreaking tale.”
— Publishers Weekly

“A touching and hilarious chronicle about the age-old European yearning for one more chance. A chance that
may never come …”
— Gary Shteyngart

“Firmly in the great tradition of East European black humour and stands comparison with Hasek, Hrabal and
Voinovich and will have you laughing – unless, of course, you are a sensitive soul.”
— The Modern Novel

“The Good Life Elsewhere revels in absurdity, right down to the over-the-top satisfying end … Good —
though occasionally also very dark — absurdist fun, by a talented writer.”
— The Complete Review

“Original, both serious and comic, and, at times, tragic.”
— Profile Magazine

“Vladimir Lorchenkov is a highly talented imposter – painting a colorful, bright, and crazy life in a
benighted post-Soviet corner of the world.”
— Vedomosti

“This is a bleeding, wild work, grotesque in every twist of its plot and in every character, written brightly,
bitterly, humorously, and – paradoxically, as we’re dealing with the grotesque – honestly.”
— Krupa.ru

“Is it possible for lovely Italy to take the place of both hell and paradise, as well as one’s most cherished
dream? Vladimir Lorchenkov explores this possibility – in vivid colors, with a pamphleteer’s spite, and a
good-humored smile.”
— Literaturnaya Gazeta



“Outstanding ... darkly hilarious." ? The Wall Street Journal

“A simultaneously hilarious and heartbreaking tale.”
? Publishers Weekly

“A touching and hilarious chronicle about the age-old European yearning for one more chance. A chance that
may never come …”
? Gary Shteyngart

“Firmly in the great tradition of East European black humour and stands comparison with Hasek, Hrabal and
Voinovich and will have you laughing – unless, of course, you are a sensitive soul.”
? The Modern Novel
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? Profile Magazine
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benighted post-Soviet corner of the world.”
? Vedomosti

“This is a bleeding, wild work, grotesque in every twist of its plot and in every character, written brightly,
bitterly, humorously, and – paradoxically, as we’re dealing with the grotesque – honestly.”
? Krupa.ru

“Is it possible for lovely Italy to take the place of both hell and paradise, as well as one’s most cherished
dream? Vladimir Lorchenkov explores this possibility – in vivid colors, with a pamphleteer’s spite, and a
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From the Publisher

“Vladimir Lorchenkov is a highly talented imposter – painting a colorful, bright, and crazy life in a
benighted post-Soviet corner of the world.” – Vedmosti

.

“This is a bleeding, wild work, grotesque in every twist of its plot and in every character, written brightly,
bitterly, humorously, and – paradoxically, as we’re dealing with the grotesque – honestly.” – Krupa.ru

“Is it possible for lovely Italy to take the place of both hell and paradise, as well as one’s most cherished
dream? Vladimir Lorchenkov explores this possibility – in vivid colors, with a pamphleteer’s spite, and a
good-humored smile.” – Literaturnaya Gazeta

About the Author

Vladimir Lorchenkov, writer and journalist, was born in Chisinau, Moldova, the son of a Soviet army officer,



in 1979. In his childhood he traveled across the Soviet Union and other socialist countries, including
Transbaikal, the Arctic, Byelorussia, Ukraine, Hungary, Mongolia. When his family returned to Moldova, he
studied journalism and for ten years was in charge of crime coverage at a local newspaper. Lorchenkov is a
laureate of the 2003 Debut Prize, one of Russia's highest honors given to young writers, the Russia Prize in
2008, and was short-listed for the National Bestseller Prize in 2012. Lorchenkov has published a dozen
books, and his work has been translated into German, Italian, Norwegian, Finnish, Serbo-Croatian and
Finnish. He is married with two children, and still lives in his hometown.

Ross Ufberg is a translator, writer, and a PhD Candidate at Columbia University in the Slavic Department.
His work has appeared in various magazines and newspapers. His translation of the autobiography of Marek
Hlasko, Beautiful Twentysomethings, was published in 2013.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Willie Blackburn:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed The Good Life
Elsewhere? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time together with
your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have some other
opinion?

Guy Gregory:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the data
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this The
Good Life Elsewhere.

Julia Jenkins:

The book The Good Life Elsewhere has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get
a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. The author makes some research just
before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this
book.



Jeremy Richards:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and The Good Life Elsewhere or even others
sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel need to read more
and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those publications are
helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes The Good
Life Elsewhere to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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