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Essays in Rough South, Rural South describe and discuss the work of southern
writers who began their careers in the late twentieth and early twenty-first
centuries. They fall into two categories. Some, born into the working class, strove
to become writers and learned without benefit of higher education, such writers
as Larry Brown and William Gay. Others came from lower- or middle-class
backgrounds and became writers through practice and education: Dorothy
Allison, Tom Franklin, Tim Gautreaux, Clyde Edgerton, Kaye Gibbons, Silas
House, Jill McCorkle, Chris Offutt, Ron Rash, Lee Smith, Brad Watson, Daniel
Woodrell, and Steve Yarbrough. Their twenty-first-century colleagues are Wiley
Cash, Peter Farris, Skip Horack, Michael Farris Smith, Barb Johnson, and
Jesmyn Ward.

In his seminal article, Erik Bledsoe distinguishes Rough South writers from such
writers as William Faulkner and Erskine Caldwell. Younger writers who
followed Harry Crews were born into and write about the Rough South. These
writers undercut stereotypes, forcing readers to see the working poor differently.

The next pieces begin with those on Crews and Cormac McCarthy, major
influences on an entire generation. Later essays address members of both
groups?the self-educated and the college-educated. Both groups share a clear
understanding of the value of working-class southerners. Nearly all of the writers
hold a reverence for the South’s landscape and its inhabitants as well as an
affinity for realistic depictions of setting and characters.
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Essays in Rough South, Rural South describe and discuss the work of southern writers who began their
careers in the late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries. They fall into two categories. Some, born into
the working class, strove to become writers and learned without benefit of higher education, such writers as
Larry Brown and William Gay. Others came from lower- or middle-class backgrounds and became writers
through practice and education: Dorothy Allison, Tom Franklin, Tim Gautreaux, Clyde Edgerton, Kaye
Gibbons, Silas House, Jill McCorkle, Chris Offutt, Ron Rash, Lee Smith, Brad Watson, Daniel Woodrell,
and Steve Yarbrough. Their twenty-first-century colleagues are Wiley Cash, Peter Farris, Skip Horack,
Michael Farris Smith, Barb Johnson, and Jesmyn Ward.

In his seminal article, Erik Bledsoe distinguishes Rough South writers from such writers as William Faulkner
and Erskine Caldwell. Younger writers who followed Harry Crews were born into and write about the Rough
South. These writers undercut stereotypes, forcing readers to see the working poor differently.

The next pieces begin with those on Crews and Cormac McCarthy, major influences on an entire generation.
Later essays address members of both groups?the self-educated and the college-educated. Both groups share
a clear understanding of the value of working-class southerners. Nearly all of the writers hold a reverence for
the South’s landscape and its inhabitants as well as an affinity for realistic depictions of setting and
characters.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Rough South, Rural South surveys a vibrant cultural scene centered on the traditionally marginalized matter
of social class in the far reaches of the US South. The impressive essays in this collection call attention to
contemporary writers and filmmakers who take different paths to reach the common ground of depicting
hardscrabble places and people with a gritty, imaginative vision that eschews caricature in favor of
complexity. There is a necessary roughness at work here?a forceful critical engagement with the harsh
realities and difficult questions that the artists under examination lay bare.”

?Ted Atkinson, editor of Mississippi Quarterly and author of Faulkner and the Great Depression: Aesthetics,
Ideology, and Cultural Politics

About the Author
Jean W. Cash, Broadway, Virginia, is professor emerita of English at James Madison University. She is the
author of Flannery O’Connor: A Life; coeditor (with Keith Perry) of Larry Brown and the Blue Collar
South: A Collection of Critical Essays; and author of Larry Brown: A Writer’s Life, which won the Eudora
Welty Prize and the C. Hugh Holman Award.

Keith Perry, Ringgold, Georgia, is associate professor of English at Dalton State College. He is the author of
The Kingfish in Fiction: Huey P. Long and the Modern American Novel.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Noah Cale:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Rough South, Rural South:
Region and Class in Recent Southern Literature is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Evelina Lewis:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
any time those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All



those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Rough South, Rural South: Region and Class in
Recent Southern Literature as the daily resource information.

Kristin Walker:

Typically the book Rough South, Rural South: Region and Class in Recent Southern Literature has a lot of
information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the
very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read
you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Harold Esparza:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Rough South, Rural South: Region and Class in Recent
Southern Literature was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Rough South,
Rural South: Region and Class in Recent Southern Literature has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there.
So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to
choose the best book for you and try to like reading that will.
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