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This book is about the creation and development of ethnic identity among the
Kamba. Comprising approximately one-eighth of Kenya's population, the British
considered the Kamba East Africa's premier "martial race" by the mid-twentieth
century: a people with an apparent aptitude for soldiering. The reputation, indeed,
was one that Kamba leaders used to leverage financial rewards from the colonial
state. However, beneath this simplistic exterior was a maelstrom of argument and
debate. Men and women, young and old, Christians and non-Christians, and the
elite and poor fought over the virtues they considered worthy of honor in their
communities, and which of their visions should constitute "Kamba" identity.
Based on extensive archival research and more than 150 interviews, Ethnicity
and Empire is one of the first books to analyze the complex process of building
and shaping "tribe" over more than two centuries. It reveals new ways to think
about themes crucial to the history of colonialism: soldiering, "loyalty", martial
race, and indeed the nature of empire itself.
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This book is about the creation and development of ethnic identity among the Kamba. Comprising
approximately one-eighth of Kenya's population, the British considered the Kamba East Africa's premier
"martial race" by the mid-twentieth century: a people with an apparent aptitude for soldiering. The
reputation, indeed, was one that Kamba leaders used to leverage financial rewards from the colonial state.
However, beneath this simplistic exterior was a maelstrom of argument and debate. Men and women, young
and old, Christians and non-Christians, and the elite and poor fought over the virtues they considered worthy
of honor in their communities, and which of their visions should constitute "Kamba" identity. Based on
extensive archival research and more than 150 interviews, Ethnicity and Empire is one of the first books to
analyze the complex process of building and shaping "tribe" over more than two centuries. It reveals new
ways to think about themes crucial to the history of colonialism: soldiering, "loyalty", martial race, and
indeed the nature of empire itself.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Myles Osborne is Assistant Professor of History at the University of Colorado, Boulder.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Barbara Cook:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Ethnicity and
Empire in Kenya: Loyalty and Martial Race among the Kamba, c.1800 to the Present? Maybe it is to become
best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can
cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Chris Gibbons:

The book Ethnicity and Empire in Kenya: Loyalty and Martial Race among the Kamba, c.1800 to the Present
can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good
thing like a book Ethnicity and Empire in Kenya: Loyalty and Martial Race among the Kamba, c.1800 to the
Present? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many
details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or
info that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Ethnicity
and Empire in Kenya: Loyalty and Martial Race among the Kamba, c.1800 to the Present has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by
available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Jo Villegas:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Ethnicity and Empire in Kenya: Loyalty and
Martial Race among the Kamba, c.1800 to the Present e-book written by well-known writer we are excited
for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then
you still hesitation Ethnicity and Empire in Kenya: Loyalty and Martial Race among the Kamba, c.1800 to
the Present as good book not just by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can break don't
judge book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on
your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.



Russell Thomas:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the
top list in your reading list is Ethnicity and Empire in Kenya: Loyalty and Martial Race among the Kamba,
c.1800 to the Present. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning
into precious person. By looking upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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