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In Calling Me Home by Julie Kibler, eighty-nine-year-old Isabelle McAllister has
a favor to ask her hairdresser Dorrie Curtis. It's a big one. Isabelle wants Dorrie, a
black single mom in her thirties, to drop everything to drive Isabelle from her
home in Arlington, Texas, to a funeral in Cincinnati. With no clear explanation
why. Tomorrow.

Curious whether she can unlock the secrets of Isabelle's guarded past, she agrees,
not knowing it will be a journey that changes both their lives.

Over the years, Dorrie and Isabelle have developed more than just a business
relationship. They are friends. But Dorrie, fretting over the new man in her life
and her teenage son's irresponsible choices, still wonders why Isabelle chose her.

Isabelle confesses that, as a willful teen in 1930s Kentucky, she fell deeply in
love with Robert Prewitt, a would-be doctor and the black son of her family's
housekeeper?in a town where blacks weren't allowed after dark. The tale of their
forbidden relationship and its tragic consequences makes it clear Dorrie and
Isabelle are headed for a gathering of the utmost importance and that the history
of Isabelle's first and greatest love just might help Dorrie find her own way.
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In Calling Me Home by Julie Kibler, eighty-nine-year-old Isabelle McAllister has a favor to ask her
hairdresser Dorrie Curtis. It's a big one. Isabelle wants Dorrie, a black single mom in her thirties, to drop
everything to drive Isabelle from her home in Arlington, Texas, to a funeral in Cincinnati. With no clear
explanation why. Tomorrow.

Curious whether she can unlock the secrets of Isabelle's guarded past, she agrees, not knowing it will be a
journey that changes both their lives.

Over the years, Dorrie and Isabelle have developed more than just a business relationship. They are friends.
But Dorrie, fretting over the new man in her life and her teenage son's irresponsible choices, still wonders
why Isabelle chose her.

Isabelle confesses that, as a willful teen in 1930s Kentucky, she fell deeply in love with Robert Prewitt, a
would-be doctor and the black son of her family's housekeeper?in a town where blacks weren't allowed after
dark. The tale of their forbidden relationship and its tragic consequences makes it clear Dorrie and Isabelle
are headed for a gathering of the utmost importance and that the history of Isabelle's first and greatest love
just might help Dorrie find her own way.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Comparisons to The Help (2009) are inevitable, and though there are echoes of Kathryn Stockett’s popular
best-seller to be found in Calling Me Home, Kibler has crafted a wholly original debut. The novel, set in
1930s Kentucky, centers on a forbidden romance between a teenage white girl, Isabelle McAllister, and
Robert Prewitt, the black son of the McAllister’s maid. Chafing under her mother’s restrictive notions of
female propriety, Isabelle finds a kindred spirit in Robert. The two begin to meet clandestinely, but any hope
of a future together is threatened by the overwhelming racism of the era. Against impossible odds, the pair
elopes to neighboring Cincinnati, but their happiness is short-lived when Isabelle’s thuggish brothers drag
her back to the family home. The sad story is presented in flashback, as told by a now-elderly Isabelle to her
black hairdresser, Dorrie, while the two drive cross-country to a funeral. Some may object that the civil
rights struggle is once again being filtered through a white perspective, but there’s no denying the pull of
Kibler’s story. --Patty Wetli

Review

"You'd never guess that "Calling Me Home" is a debut novel, Julie Kibler's writing is so wise and assured.
Although the two strong women she's created come from completely different backgrounds, the bond that
grows between them is extraordinary, touching and believable. I laughed out loud in places and had tears in
my eyes as I turned the last page. I can't wait to watch Julie Kibler's star rise!" -"New York Times"
bestselling author Diane Chamberlain

"Clear your schedule before you open up this thoroughly engaging book. CALLING ME HOME is a story
about love in its many incarnations--in romance, friendships, and families; loves lost, and love regained.
Kibler illuminates racial tensions many of us don't realize still exist in this country, and shows how small
acts of faith can make big inroads to acceptance. I closed the final page with a smile and a tear, humbled and
eager to embrace life." - Margaret Dilloway, author of "How to Be an American Housewife"

"Pop some corn and grab a hankie before you start CALLING ME HOME because you won't want to put it
down until you come to the end of this true journey of the heart." - Carleen Brice, author of "Orange Mint
and Honey"

""Calling Me Home" is a tenderly wrought story of love and secrets, heartbreak and healing, and the
remarkable power of friendship to heal two women who find each other across the lines of time, generation,
and race. Julie Kibler has written an original and moving debut novel that will linger with you for a long,
long time." --Barbara O'Neal, "The Garden of Happy Endings"

"Julie Kibler grabbed me on the very first page and didn't let go...What a marvel of a debut novel. Black and
white, young and old, searching and missing and finding in each other a special understanding,
companionship, and love, these characters are real and addictive. "Calling Me Home" was keenly conceived,
impeccably plotted, and beautifully written." -Barbara Delinsky, "New York Times" bestselling author of
"Escape and

About the Author
JULIE KIBLER began writing Calling Me Home after learning a bit of family lore: as a young woman, her
grandmother fell in love with a young black man in an era and locale that made the relationship impossible.
When not writing, she enjoys travel, independent films, music, photography, and corralling her teenagers and

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


rescue dogs. She lives in Arlington, Texas. Calling Me Home is her debut.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Vicki Shah:

The book Calling Me Home: A Novel can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book Calling Me Home: A Novel?
Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many info for
us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take
for that, you could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Calling Me Home: A Novel has
simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world
by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Dave Edwards:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the guide untitled Calling Me Home: A Novel can be fine book to read. May be it might be
best activity to you.

Lisa Cook:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Calling Me Home: A Novel can give you a lot of pals
because by you taking a look at this one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone more like an
interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than various other make you to be
great people. So , why hesitate? We should have Calling Me Home: A Novel.

Caleb Hutto:

You will get this Calling Me Home: A Novel by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or
reviewing it may to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide
are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern
era such as now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your current ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself
to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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