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Metropolitan Indigenous Cultural Centres have become a focal point for making
Indigenous histories and contemporary cultures public in settler-colonial societies
over the past three decades. While there are extraordinary success stories, there
are equally stories that cause concern: award-winning architecturally designed
Indigenous cultural centres that have been abandoned; centres that serve the
interests of tourists but fail to nourish the cultural interests of Indigenous
stakeholders; and places for vibrant community gathering that fail to garner the
economic and politic support to remain viable. Indigenous cultural centres are
rarely static. They are places of ‘emergence’, assembled and re-assembled along
a range of vectors that usually lie beyond the gaze of architecture. How might the
traditional concerns of architecture – site, space, form, function, materialities,
tectonics – be reconfigured to express the complex and varied social identities of
contemporary Indigenous peoples in colonised nations?

This book, documents a range of Indigenous Cultural Centres across the globe
and the processes that led to their development. It explores the possibilities for
the social and political project of the Cultural Centre that architecture both
inhibits and affords. Whose idea of architecture counts when designing
Indigenous Cultural Centres? How does architectural history and contemporary
practice territorialise spaces of Indigenous occupation? What is architecture for
Indigenous cultures and how is it recognised?

This ambitious and provocative study pursues a new architecture for colonised
Indigenous cultures that takes the politics of recognition to its heart. It advocates
an ethics of mutual engagement as a crucial condition for architectural projects
that design across cultural difference. The book’s structure, method, and
arguments are dialogically assembled around narratives told by Indigenous
people of their pursuit of public recognition, spatial justice, and architectural
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presence in settler dominated societies. Possibilities for decolonising architecture
emerge through these accounts.
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Metropolitan Indigenous Cultural Centres have become a focal point for making Indigenous histories and
contemporary cultures public in settler-colonial societies over the past three decades. While there are
extraordinary success stories, there are equally stories that cause concern: award-winning architecturally
designed Indigenous cultural centres that have been abandoned; centres that serve the interests of tourists but
fail to nourish the cultural interests of Indigenous stakeholders; and places for vibrant community gathering
that fail to garner the economic and politic support to remain viable. Indigenous cultural centres are rarely
static. They are places of ‘emergence’, assembled and re-assembled along a range of vectors that usually lie
beyond the gaze of architecture. How might the traditional concerns of architecture – site, space, form,
function, materialities, tectonics – be reconfigured to express the complex and varied social identities of
contemporary Indigenous peoples in colonised nations?

This book, documents a range of Indigenous Cultural Centres across the globe and the processes that led to
their development. It explores the possibilities for the social and political project of the Cultural Centre that
architecture both inhibits and affords. Whose idea of architecture counts when designing Indigenous Cultural
Centres? How does architectural history and contemporary practice territorialise spaces of Indigenous
occupation? What is architecture for Indigenous cultures and how is it recognised?

This ambitious and provocative study pursues a new architecture for colonised Indigenous cultures that takes
the politics of recognition to its heart. It advocates an ethics of mutual engagement as a crucial condition for
architectural projects that design across cultural difference. The book’s structure, method, and arguments are
dialogically assembled around narratives told by Indigenous people of their pursuit of public recognition,
spatial justice, and architectural presence in settler dominated societies. Possibilities for decolonising
architecture emerge through these accounts.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Janet McGaw is Senior Lecturer in Architecture, University of Melbourne, Australia.

Anoma Pieris is Associate Professor in Architecture, University of Melbourne, Australia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paul Heisler:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Assembling the Centre:
Architecture for Indigenous Cultures: Australia and Beyond (Routledge Research in Architecture) is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Amy Davis:

The book Assembling the Centre: Architecture for Indigenous Cultures: Australia and Beyond (Routledge
Research in Architecture) has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of
gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some research before write this
book. This kind of book very easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Philip Edwards:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Assembling the Centre:
Architecture for Indigenous Cultures: Australia and Beyond (Routledge Research in Architecture) which is
keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Paul Jones:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the



most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is known as
of book Assembling the Centre: Architecture for Indigenous Cultures: Australia and Beyond (Routledge
Research in Architecture). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it can
add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about e-
book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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