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Examining novels written in nineteenth-century England and throughout most of
the West, as well as philosophical essays on the conception of fictiona form,
Felicia Bonaparte sees the novel in this period not as the continuation of
eighteenth-century "realism,” as has commonly been assumed, but as a genre
unto itself. Determined to address the crisesin religion and philosophy that had
shattered the foundations by which the past had been sustained, novelists of the
nineteenth century felt they had no real alternative but to make the world anew.

Finding in the new ideas of the early German Romantics a theory precisely
designed for the remaking of the world, these novelists accepted Friedrich
Schlegdl’ s challenge to create a form that would render such aremaking possible.
They spoke of their theory as poesis, etymologically "amaking,” to distinguish it
from the mimesis associated with "realism.” Its purpose, however, was not only
to embody, as George Eliot put it in Middlemarch, "the idealistic in thereal ,"
giving as faithful an account of the real as observation can yield, but also to
embody in that conception of the real a discussion of ideas that are its"symbolic
signification," as Edward Bulwer-Lytton described it in one of his essays. It was
to carry this double meaning that the nineteenth-century novelist created,
Bonaparte concludes, the language of mythical symbolism that came to be the
norm for this form, and she argues that it isin this doubled language that
nineteenth-century fiction must be read.
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Examining novels written in nineteenth-century England and throughout most of the West, aswell as
philosophical essays on the conception of fictional form, Felicia Bonaparte sees the novel in this period not
as the continuation of eighteenth-century "realism," as has commonly been assumed, but as a genre unto
itself. Determined to address the crises in religion and philosophy that had shattered the foundations by
which the past had been sustained, novelists of the nineteenth century felt they had no real aternative but to
make the world anew.

Finding in the new ideas of the early German Romantics a theory precisely designed for the remaking of the
world, these novelists accepted Friedrich Schlegel’s challenge to create aform that would render such a
remaking possible. They spoke of their theory as poesis, etymologically "amaking,” to distinguish it from
the mimesis associated with "realism.” Its purpose, however, was not only to embody, as George Eliot put it
in Middlemarch, "theidealistic in thereal," giving as faithful an account of the real as observation can yield,
but also to embody in that conception of the real adiscussion of ideas that areits "symbolic signification,” as
Edward Bulwer-Lytton described it in one of his essays. It wasto carry this double meaning that the
nineteenth-century novelist created, Bonaparte concludes, the language of mythical symbolism that came to
be the norm for this form, and she argues that it isin this doubled language that nineteenth-century fiction
must be read.
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Editorial Review
Review

Prodigious in scholarship, alusion, reading, and suggestiveness, The Poetics of Poesis aims to do nothing
less than offer a new reading of the nineteenth-century English novel. Thisisan original and substantial
contribution to the study of the nineteenth-century novel and indeed to understanding the history of the novel
in this period. Bonaparte' s scholarship is amazing. She explains the difficult German writers, not to mention
Kant and Hume, with an ease coming from her mastery of these texts and her enthusiasm to communicate
her argument.

(Barry Qualls, Rutgers University, author of The Secular Pilgrims of Victorian Fiction: The Novel as Book of
Life)

Clearly the result of many years of reading, thinking, teaching, and writing about this immense body of
material, The Poetics of Poesisis quite extraordinary. Brilliantly original and strikingly learned.

(J. Hillis Miller, University of California, Irvine, author of Literature as Conduct: Speech Actsin Henry
James)

About the Author

Felicia Bonaparte, Professor of English and Comparative Literature at the City University of New York, is
the author of The Gypsy-Bachelor of Manchester: The Life of Mrs. Gaskell’s Demon (Virginia).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Cornelius Callaghan:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
usto learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that guide has different
type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you will want this The Poetics of Poesis: The Making of Nineteenth-Century English Fiction.

Juanita Bey:

Here thing why that The Poetics of Poesis: The Making of Nineteenth-Century English Fiction are different
and trusted to be yours. First of all looking at abook is good nevertheless it depends in the content of it
which isthe content is as yummy as food or not. The Poetics of Poesis: The Making of Nineteenth-Century
English Fiction giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any publication out there but



thereis no reserve that similar with The Poetics of Poesis. The Making of Nineteenth-Century English
Fiction. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in
park your car, café, or even in your approach home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the
published book maybe the form of The Poetics of Poesis: The Making of Nineteenth-Century English Fiction
in e-book can be your aternate.

Kerry Giles:

Now aday folkswho Living in the erawhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How alot more
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
abook can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Poetics of Poesis: The Making
of Nineteenth-Century English Fiction book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Estella Pierre:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Poetics of Poesis: The Making of
Nineteenth-Century English Fiction, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to
miss it? What kind of hang-out type isit? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand
it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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