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"An exciting story about a girl and her father who escape slavery. . . . Works
well as a story and also as a lesson in African-American history." —
SCHOOL LIBRARY JOURNAL

Now that Hannah’s papa has decided to make the run for freedom, her patchwork
quilt is not just a precious memento of Mama — it’s a series of hidden clues that
will guide them along the Underground Railroad to Canada. A fictionalized
account of a fascinating oral history, THE PATCHWORK PATH tells the story
of a two of the thousands who escaped a life of slavery and made the dangerous
journey to freedom — a story of courage, determination, and hope.

- A Gustavus Myers Center for the Study of Bigotry and Human Rights
Outstanding Book, Honorable Mention

- An Oppenheim Toy Portfolio Gold Award Winner
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"An exciting story about a girl and her father who escape slavery. . . . Works well as a story and also
as a lesson in African-American history." — SCHOOL LIBRARY JOURNAL

Now that Hannah’s papa has decided to make the run for freedom, her patchwork quilt is not just a precious
memento of Mama — it’s a series of hidden clues that will guide them along the Underground Railroad to
Canada. A fictionalized account of a fascinating oral history, THE PATCHWORK PATH tells the story of a
two of the thousands who escaped a life of slavery and made the dangerous journey to freedom — a story of
courage, determination, and hope.

- A Gustavus Myers Center for the Study of Bigotry and Human Rights Outstanding Book, Honorable
Mention

- An Oppenheim Toy Portfolio Gold Award Winner
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 1-4 - An exciting story about a girl and her father who escape slavery with help from the coded
symbols on a quilt. Shortly after Hannah's sister is sold to another plantation, Mama dies, but not before
teaching Hannah how to sew, whispering, "…this quilt will show you everything you need to know to run to
freedom." Their journey leads them along the Underground Railroad, from their Georgia plantation to a
hiding place beneath a church, through pirate tunnels, and eventually to the home of a Quaker family.
Finally, they cross Lake Erie into Canada, and the narrative ends on a hopeful note as Hannah makes a new
quilt with an empty square for her sister, praying that someday they'll be together again, and free. The first-
person narrative flows smoothly and lends immediacy to the dramatic events. The vivid oil paintings are
skillfully done, with the characters' expressive faces reflecting their fear and courage, and angular lines
echoing the quilt squares. An afterword gives some historical background. Overall, this works well as a story
and also as a lesson in African-American history. - Lauralyn Persson, Wilmette Public Library, IL
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
K-Gr. 3. A child tells of escaping to Canada on the Underground Railroad, accompanied by her father, and of
following secret signs sewn into quilt patterns. The exciting escape story makes the history immediate, and
the fascinating quilt-code messages will have children revisiting the page that shows each symbol and its
secret directions. Bennett's bright oil paintings make dramatic use of collage to show the quilt code and the
brave fugitives. Helped by Quakers and other rescuers, Hannah and Papa make it to the border, but the
sadness of her sister still in slavery and her Mama's death is with them as they cross. A fascinating afterword
reveals how much of the story was based on history. Hazel Rochman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author
Bettye Stroud is the author of several picture books that speak of her African American heritage, including
DANCE Y'ALL, THE LEAVING, and DOWN HOME AT MISS DESSA'S. Of THE PATCHWORK
PATH, she says, "I want my writing to be inspirational to children as they face the 'demons' I write about. I
hope my readers see themselves and know they are not alone in facing disappointments. I want them to know
all is never lost; there is always hope."

Erin Susanne Bennett is a recent graduate of the Savannah College of Art and Design. Of THE
PATCHWORK PATH, her first book, she says, "Growing up in Rochester, New York, had a tremendous
impact on my awareness of the Underground Railroad. Illustrating THE PATCHWORK PATH has only
deepened my appreciation for the immense strength, courage, and sacrifice embodied by African American
slaves and those who fought with them for equality."

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Colby McCray:

The book The Patchwork Path: A Quilt Map to Freedom can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book The Patchwork Path: A Quilt

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Map to Freedom? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The
Patchwork Path: A Quilt Map to Freedom has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function
for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Mary Todd:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, or even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look
different you can read a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply
read you can spent the entire day to reading a guide. The book The Patchwork Path: A Quilt Map to Freedom
it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. They were enjoying
reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book.
You can m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book
provides high quality.

Frankie Evans:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Patchwork Path: A Quilt Map
to Freedom, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Gloria Lentz:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will
see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended for
your requirements is The Patchwork Path: A Quilt Map to Freedom this book consist a lot of the information
on the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some analysis
when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.
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