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Young provides an overview of the fascinating natural and human history of one
of the world’s most intriguing commodities: chocolate. Cultivated for over 1,000
years in Latin America and the starting point for millions of tons of chocolate
annually consumed worldwide, cacao beans have been used for beverages, as
currency, and for regional trade. After the Spanish brought the delectable secret
of the cacao tree back to Europe in the late 16th century, its seeds created and fed
an insatiable worldwide appetite for chocolate.
 The Chocolate Tree chronicles the natural and cultural history of Theobroma
cacao and explores its ecological niche. Tracing cacao’s journey out of the rain
forest, into pre-Columbian gardens, and then onto plantations adjacent to rain
forests, Young describes the production of this essential crop, the environmental
price of Europeanized cultivation, and ways that current reclamation efforts for
New World rain forests can improve the natural ecology of the cacao tree. Amid
encounters with sloths, toucans, butterflies, giant tarantula hawk wasps, and other
creatures found in cacao groves, Young identifies a tiny fly that provides a vital
link between the chocolate tree and its original rain forest habitat. This discovery
leads him to conclude that cacao trees in cultivation today may have lost their
original insect pollinators due to the plant’s long history of agricultural
manipulation.
In addition to basic natural history of the cacao tree and the relationship between
cacao production systems and the preservation of the rain forest, Young also
presents a history of the use of cacao, from the archaeological evidence of
Mesoamerica to contemporary evidence of the relationship between chocolate
consumption and mental and physical health.
A rich concoction of cultural and natural history, archaeological evidence,
botanical research, environmental activism, and lush descriptions of a
contemporary adventurer’s encounters with tropical wonders, The Chocolate
Tree offers an appreciation of the plant and the environment that provide us with
this Mayan “food of the gods.”           
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Young provides an overview of the fascinating natural and human history of one of the world’s most
intriguing commodities: chocolate. Cultivated for over 1,000 years in Latin America and the starting point
for millions of tons of chocolate annually consumed worldwide, cacao beans have been used for beverages,
as currency, and for regional trade. After the Spanish brought the delectable secret of the cacao tree back to
Europe in the late 16th century, its seeds created and fed an insatiable worldwide appetite for chocolate.
 The Chocolate Tree chronicles the natural and cultural history of Theobroma cacao and explores its
ecological niche. Tracing cacao’s journey out of the rain forest, into pre-Columbian gardens, and then onto
plantations adjacent to rain forests, Young describes the production of this essential crop, the environmental
price of Europeanized cultivation, and ways that current reclamation efforts for New World rain forests can
improve the natural ecology of the cacao tree. Amid encounters with sloths, toucans, butterflies, giant
tarantula hawk wasps, and other creatures found in cacao groves, Young identifies a tiny fly that provides a
vital link between the chocolate tree and its original rain forest habitat. This discovery leads him to conclude
that cacao trees in cultivation today may have lost their original insect pollinators due to the plant’s long
history of agricultural manipulation.
In addition to basic natural history of the cacao tree and the relationship between cacao production systems
and the preservation of the rain forest, Young also presents a history of the use of cacao, from the
archaeological evidence of Mesoamerica to contemporary evidence of the relationship between chocolate
consumption and mental and physical health.
A rich concoction of cultural and natural history, archaeological evidence, botanical research, environmental
activism, and lush descriptions of a contemporary adventurer’s encounters with tropical wonders, The
Chocolate Tree offers an appreciation of the plant and the environment that provide us with this Mayan
“food of the gods.”           
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Editorial Review

Review
"Young has new and important things to say about the ecology and biology of cacao."

About the Author

Allen M. Young is curator emeritus of zoology at the Milwaukee Public Museum, a former member of the
Board of Directors of the Tirimbina Rainforest in Costa Rica, and author of Small Creatures and Ordinary
Places.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dale Vaught:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer is usually The Chocolate Tree: A Natural History of Cacao why because the great cover
that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually
fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Elvia Ecklund:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Chocolate Tree: A Natural History of Cacao
was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Chocolate Tree: A Natural
History of Cacao has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective
Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make
you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like
reading this.

Daphne Jones:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around
the world. Through the book The Chocolate Tree: A Natural History of Cacao we can get more advantage.
Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book
that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this book The Chocolate Tree: A Natural
History of Cacao. You can more inviting than now.



Virginia Comer:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of
news. With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the The Chocolate Tree: A Natural History of Cacao when you necessary it?
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