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This volume offers a comprehensive and authoritative account of botanical
knowledge in China from ancient times to the end of the seventeenth century. In
this highly illustrated study, Georges Métailié explores the perception and use of
a wealth of plants and vegetation in China before the introduction of modern
botany. Drawing from a number of original Chinese texts, which have been
translated for the first time, Métailié gives new insights into a variety of aspects
of plant knowledge in ancient China. Chapters are devoted to traditional botany
and sources of classification, aquatic plants, fungi, horticultural techniques, fruit
production, grafting and the influences of ancient Chinese plant culture on
Europe. This volume combines technical expertise in the identification of plants
with historical and anthropological sensitivity to propose a new, non-teleological
view of scientific knowledge about the botanical world in ancient China.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Georges Métailié is Emeritus Director of Research at the National Centre for Scientific Research, and
member of the Centre Alexandre Koyré, Paris, France. Beginning with the study of ancient Chinese
botanical knowledge, he is now mainly working on the comparative study of the history of knowledge about
plants and animals in China and Japan since the sixteenth century. For more than twenty years, he has been
lecturing at the National Museum for Natural History in Paris in the field of ethnobotany. He is an honorary
fellow of the Needham Research Institute, Cambridge, UK, a foreign member of the Washington Academy
of Sciences, USA, and received, in 2006, with Francine Fèvre, the Auguste Chevalier Award of the
Académie des Sciences in Paris, France.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sheri Furlong:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Science and Civilisation in China:
Volume 6, Biology and Biological Technology, Part 4, Traditional Botany: An Ethnobotanical Approach
will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about almost
everything. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with
you?

Margaret Watkins:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Science and Civilisation in China: Volume 6, Biology and Biological
Technology, Part 4, Traditional Botany: An Ethnobotanical Approach book is readable by you who hate the
perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without
leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated with Science and
Civilisation in China: Volume 6, Biology and Biological Technology, Part 4, Traditional Botany: An
Ethnobotanical Approach content conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and
e-book are not different in the written content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you continue to
thinking Science and Civilisation in China: Volume 6, Biology and Biological Technology, Part 4,
Traditional Botany: An Ethnobotanical Approach is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Melvin Lucero:

The book Science and Civilisation in China: Volume 6, Biology and Biological Technology, Part 4,



Traditional Botany: An Ethnobotanical Approach has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book
you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes some research
just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this
book.

Virginia Benson:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Science and Civilisation in China: Volume 6, Biology and Biological
Technology, Part 4, Traditional Botany: An Ethnobotanical Approach can make you feel more interested to
read.
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