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Between 1855 and his death in 1867, Charles Baudelaire inaugurated a new—and
in his own words “dangerous”—hybrid form in a series of prose poems known as
Paris Spleen. Important and provocative, these fifty poems take the reader on a
tour of 1850s Paris, through gleaming cafes and filthy side streets, revealing a
metropolis on the eve of great change. In its deliberate fragmentation and
merging of the lyrical with the sardonic, Le Spleen de Paris may be regarded as
one of the earliest and most successful examples of a specifically urban writing,
the textual equivalent of the city scenes of the Impressionists. In this compelling
new translation, Keith Waldrop delivers the companion to his innovative
translation of The Flowers of Evil. Here, Waldrop’s perfectly modulated mix
releases the music, intensity, and dissonance in Baudelaire’s prose. The result is a
powerful new re-imagining that is closer to Baudelaire’s own poetry than any
previous English translation.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Keith Waldrop’s task as translator is challenging. ... He is capable of compression, successfully handling
the text’s moments of laconic satire (the wealthy drinking from ‘glasses larger than their thirst’)…. Above
all, he keeps faith with Baudelaire’s overarching aim: to accommodate things, and people, out of place, in a
language equally alienated.”—Ben Morgan, Times Literary Supplement

"This is Baudelaire at the limit, having uncovered a new feeling that does indeed appear as a moral history,
the private life in the public turn." —Joshua Clover, The Nation

"Baudelaire considered prose poetry a miracle genre. ... The present translation of Baudelaire's seminal work
offers many advantages. ... (Waldrop) writes in clear, powerful English. And above all, he makes the right
choices, those one would expect from an award-winning poet and seasoned translator.... Waldrop conveys
the lyricism and satire of the original. His English mirrors the musicality of French. ... Essential."—C.B.
Kerr, Choice

Review
“A handsome pendant to Waldrop’s previous translation of The Flowers of Evil. There, his prose provided a
sober caution against poetic inebriation; here it registers the sorry morning-after of the lyric subject.”
(Richard Sieburth)

“Waldrop’s translations soar…perhaps getting closer to Baudelaire’s rich tone than any other translation.”
(Chicago Review)

About the Author
CHARLES BAUDELAIRE (1821–1867) wrote some of the most influential poetry of the nineteenth century
in books including Les Fleurs du Mal and Le Spleen de Paris.

KEITH WALDROP is author of numerous collections of poetry and is the translator of The Selected Poems
of Edmond Jabès, as well as works by Claude Royet-Journoud, Anne-Marie Albiach, and Jean Grosjean.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Roxanne Jimenez:

The book Paris Spleen: little poems in prose (Wesleyan Poetry Series) will bring someone to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Paris Spleen: little poems in prose (Wesleyan
Poetry Series) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so
you can more easily to read the book.



Debra Yarbrough:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the book untitled Paris Spleen: little poems in prose (Wesleyan Poetry Series) can be very
good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Delbert Storey:

The book untitled Paris Spleen: little poems in prose (Wesleyan Poetry Series) contain a lot of information
on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by
famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book because
you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have
a nice read.

Emily Boyd:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Paris Spleen: little poems in prose (Wesleyan
Poetry Series) was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Paris Spleen: little
poems in prose (Wesleyan Poetry Series) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example
Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of
book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book to
suit your needs and try to like reading which.
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