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No other English translation of this greatest of the Chinese classics can match
Ursula Le Guin's striking new version. Le Guin, best known for thought-
provoking science fiction novels that have helped to transform the genre, has
studied the Tao Te Ching  for more than forty years. She has consulted the literal
translations and worked with Chinese scholars to develop a version that lets the
ancient text speak in a fresh way to modern people, while remaining faithful to
the poetic beauty of the work. Avoiding scholarly interpretations and esoteric
Taoist insights, she has revealed the Tao Te Ching 's immediate relevance and
power, its depth and refreshing humor, in a way that shows better than ever
before why it has been so much loved for more than 2,500 years. Included are Le
Guin's own personal commentary and notes on the text. This new version is sure
to be welcomed by the many readers of the Tao Te Ching  as well as those
coming to the text for the first time.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Like Stephen Mitchell, acclaimed author and poet Ursula K. Le Guin has attempted a nonliteral, poetic
rendition of the Tao Te Ching. She brings to it a punctuated grace that can only have been hammered out
during long trials of wordsmithing. The wisdom that she finds in the Tao Te Ching is primal, and her spare,
undulating phrases speak volumes. By making the text her own, Le Guin avoids such questions as "Is it
accurate?" By making it her own, she has made it for us--a new, uncarved block from which we are free to
sculpt our own meaning.

Review
"Reading [Le Guin's] translations is like taking a shared walk down a familiar trail where we discover rocks
and water that we somehow missed before. . . . undeniably refreshing, capturing a language that is casual and
clear, reflective and pointed, full of the wise humor of the Way."—Parabola

"A student of the Tao for several decades, Le Guin has created an English text that will speak to modern
readers in a fresh and lively way, while conveying the humor, insight and beauty of the
original."—Shambhala Sun

"Ursula K. Le Guin's translation of the Tao Te Ching is a personal and poetic meditation. Through her own
careful study of these ancient teachings, she brings the Way into contemporary life. Each day, I open this
book at random and receive a contemplative gift. These words are akin to water in the desert."—Terry
Tempest Williams, author of Refuge

"Among the many translations of Lao Tzu's Tao Te Ching , Ursula K. Le Guin's new version is a special
treasure—a delight. There is something startlingly fresh and creatively alive here, brought forth by Ms. Le
Guin's intuitive and personal ingenuity. Her rendering has moved me to return to the original Chinese text
with rejuvenated fervor, rejoicing in the ineffable sageness that lies in and between Lao Tzu's
lines."—Chuangliang Al Huang, founder of the Living Tao Foundation, coauthor (with Alan Watts) of Tao:
The Watercourse Way

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Chinese

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Wilson Gonzalez:

The book Lao Tzu : Tao Te Ching : A Book About the Way and the Power of the Way make you feel enjoy



for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best
friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book Lao
Tzu : Tao Te Ching : A Book About the Way and the Power of the Way to become your habit, you can get a
lot more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a publication Lao Tzu : Tao Te
Ching : A Book About the Way and the Power of the Way. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Tyron Lenahan:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will
say absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book
you have read is usually Lao Tzu : Tao Te Ching : A Book About the Way and the Power of the Way.

Christy Fowler:

You may spend your free time to study this book this book. This Lao Tzu : Tao Te Ching : A Book About
the Way and the Power of the Way is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also
soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is
make you much easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Andrea Whitt:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just searching for the Lao Tzu : Tao Te Ching : A Book About the Way and the Power of the Way when you
needed it?
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