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Since the inception of modern contact linguistics through the works of Weinreich
(1953) and Haugen (1953), numerous investigators have studied the
manifestations of language contact across different disciplines, naturally adopting
varied perspectives and approaches relevant to their particular field of inquiry. In
spite of the many approaches and interests, quite simply when speakers of
different languages interact closely it is typical for their languages to influence
each other. The influence could be as common as the exchange of words or what
is termed vocabulary borrowing in the literature. It can also go deeper, extending
to the exchange of even basic characteristics of a language such as morphology
and grammar. In some cases, the result of the contact of two languages can be the
replacement of one by the other. This is most common in asymmetric
relationship between languages, and sometimes lead to language shift and death.
The present volume is unique in that it brings together research by distinguished
scholars and other highly talented investigators from across the world to offer a
multidimensional exploration of the field. The individual chapters present
contemporary discussions and analyses of the topics grouped in three parts.
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Since the inception of modern contact linguistics through the works of Weinreich (1953) and Haugen (1953),
numerous investigators have studied the manifestations of language contact across different disciplines,
naturally adopting varied perspectives and approaches relevant to their particular field of inquiry. In spite of
the many approaches and interests, quite simply when speakers of different languages interact closely it is
typical for their languages to influence each other. The influence could be as common as the exchange of
words or what is termed vocabulary borrowing in the literature. It can also go deeper, extending to the
exchange of even basic characteristics of a language such as morphology and grammar. In some cases, the
result of the contact of two languages can be the replacement of one by the other. This is most common in
asymmetric relationship between languages, and sometimes lead to language shift and death. The present
volume is unique in that it brings together research by distinguished scholars and other highly talented
investigators from across the world to offer a multidimensional exploration of the field. The individual
chapters present contemporary discussions and analyses of the topics grouped in three parts.
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Editorial Review

Review
This is a fresh and innovative volume: it is a reader, but instead of reprinting a set of classical papers, it
presents a well-structured collection of original cutting edge research. The whole volume and the sections are
supported by extensive introductions by the editor; and the papers are followed by exercises. This unique
combination of reader format and previously unpublished research makes the book interesting for . . .
specialists looking for . . . new developments as well as for teachers who value the use of authentic texts in
graduate courses. . . . [E]xtra value is added by a very wide coverage of languages which can rarely be
encountered in single authored textbooks. --Professor Martin Ehala, Institute of Estonian and General
Linguistics, University of Tartu, Estonia

This compilation of papers from distinguished scholars and emerging researchers offers a broad overview of
language contact issues. The case studies presented here describe contact between a diverse range of
languages from almost every continent, and the contributions discuss a range of language contact phenomena
including borrowing, code switching, pidgins, language shift and endangerment, and attitudes to language.
One innovative feature of this volume, which should appeal to students and teachers of language contact, is
the inclusion of exercises relating to each chapter, along with further reading suggestions --Dr Steve Nicolle,
Head, Department of Linguistics and Translation, Africa International University, Nairobi, Kenya

About the Author
Kelechukwu Ihemere is a senior lecturer at the University of Westminster. He was educated at the University
of Newcastle where he studied for an MA and PhD in Linguistics. He is the author of A tri-generational
study of language choice and language shift in Port Harcourt and editor of the volume on Language Contact
and Language Shift: Grammatical and Sociolinguistic Perspectives.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Natalie White:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Language Contact: A Multidimensional Perspective. You
can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any book
Language Contact: A Multidimensional Perspective. You can add understanding and of course you can
around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until
wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet
product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Robin Holloway:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you



want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one having theme
for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Language Contact: A Multidimensional Perspective is kind of
book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Dennis Gaines:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer could be Language Contact: A Multidimensional Perspective why because the fantastic
cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is
definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up
this book.

Gary Campbell:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Language Contact: A Multidimensional
Perspective can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have factor that they
don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
different make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Language Contact: A
Multidimensional Perspective.
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