Hallowed Ground: A Walk at Gettysburg

By James M. McPherson

Read Online ©

Hallowed Ground: A Walk at Gettysburg By James M. McPherson

Enjoy thisfully illustrated edition of Hallowed Ground by James M.
M cPher son, one of today's greatest Civil War historians.

James M. McPherson, the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Battle Cry of
Freedom, and arguably the finest Civil War historian in the world, walks readers
through the Gettysburg battlefield-the site of the most consequential battle of the
Civil War.

M cPherson makes stops at Seminary Ridge, the Peach Orchard, Cemetery Hill,
and Little Round Top, aswell as other key locations. He reflects on the meaning
of the battle, colorfully describes the events of those terrible three daysin July
1863, and places the battle and war in the greater context of American and world
history. Along the way, he provides stories of his own encounters with the place
and debunks several popular myths.

Thisisthefirst illustrated version of this groundbreaking and important book and
includes vintage photographs, memorabilia, and maps, as well as full-color
photography of the battlefields and historical landmarks as they stand today.
Sidebars written by contemporary soldiers, statesmen, and women of the day, as
well as pieces by some of today's best-known historians and writers, add context
to this engaging and popular book.
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Enjoy thisfully illustrated edition of Hallowed Ground by James M. M cPherson, one of today's
greatest Civil War historians.

James M. McPherson, the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Battle Cry of Freedom, and arguably the finest
Civil War historian in the world, walks readers through the Gettysburg battlefiel d-the site of the most
consequential battle of the Civil War.

M cPherson makes stops at Seminary Ridge, the Peach Orchard, Cemetery Hill, and Little Round Top, as
well as other key locations. He reflects on the meaning of the battle, colorfully describes the events of those
terrible three daysin July 1863, and places the battle and war in the greater context of American and world
history. Along the way, he provides stories of his own encounters with the place and debunks several popular
myths.

Thisisthefirst illustrated version of this groundbreaking and important book and includes vintage
photographs, memorabilia, and maps, as well as full-color photography of the battlefields and historical
landmarks as they stand today. Sidebars written by contemporary soldiers, statesmen, and women of the day,
as well as pieces by some of today's best-known historians and writers, add context to this engaging and
popular book.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

The country's most distinguished Civil War historian, a Pulitzer Prize winner (for Battle Cry of Freedom)
and professor at Princeton, offers this compact and incisive study of the Battle of Gettysburg. In narrating
"the largest battle ever fought in the Western Hemisphere," McPherson walks readers over its presently
hallowed ground, with monuments numbering into the hundreds, many of which work to structure the
narrative. They range from the equestrian monument to Union general John Reynolds to Amos Humiston, a
New Y orker identified several months after the battle when family daguerreotypes found on his body were
recognized by hiswidow. Indeed, while McPherson does the expected fine job of narrating the battle, in a
manner suitable for the almost complete tyro in military history, he also skillfully hands out kudos and
criticism each time he comes to a memorial. He praises Joshua Chamberlain and the 2oth Maine, but also the
140th New Y ork and its colonel, who died leading his regiment on the other Union flank in an equally
desperate action. The cover is effective and moving: the quiet clean battlefield park above, the strewn bodies
below. The author's knack for knocking myths on the head without jargon or insult is on display throughout:
he gently points out that North Carolinians think that their General Pettigrew ought to share credit for
Pickett's charge; that General Lee's possibleillnessis no excuse for the butchery that charge led to; that
African-Americans were | eft out of the veterans' reunions; and that the kidnapping of African-Americans by
the Confederates has been excised from most history books. This book is avery good thing in aremarkably
small package.

Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal

Adult/High School-M cPherson focuses on the period July 1-3, 1863, and explains why readers should know
about the battle 140 years later. The book is concise, sprightly, and full of personality-both McPherson's and
the participants in the conflict. A prologue and epilogue flank the three chapters on the battle (each covering
one day), relating why it happened and what followed. The author walks readers through Gettysburg from
beginning to end, telling a story of simple personal decisions that had a global impact. The importance of the
battle is elucidated in Lincoln's Gettysburg Address. When readers have finished this book, the only way
they can know Gettysburg better is by going there.

Hugh McAloon, formerly at Prince William County Public Library, VA

Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

*Starred Review* Without rival as the most popular Civil War destination, the Gettysburg battlefield makes
aprofound and lasting impression on visitors, who, consulting contemporary photographs of the carnage, can
stand precisely where soldiers gave "the last full measure of devotion." McPherson says that this eerie
experience, which provokes both empathy and one's imagination, brought him and his students to tears as he
guided them around Gettysburg, atour he replicates here. In structure, McPherson follows the topographical
three-day course of the cataclysmic combat, handicapping "myths" that surround arcana of the battle as well
as criticism, particularly vociferous among the losing Rebels, of the performance of generals such as James
Longstreet. Second-guessing seems second nature to any narrative of the battle, having its echoesevenin
tiffs over the placement of monuments, as McPherson recounts. If it were only a pointer to the physical
ground and commemorative markers, this guide would be ordinary, but McPherson so articulately injects
reminders--as of afree black farmer who fled the approaching battle |est Confederates enslave him--of what
the Civil War was about as to display the crystalline style that has made him one of our finest Civil War
historians. Gilbert Taylor
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Michael Johnson:

This Hallowed Ground: A Walk at Gettysburg book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the
world isin your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read alot of information you will get.
That Hallowed Ground: A Walk at Gettysburg without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become
critical in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Hallowed Ground: A Walk at Gettysburg can
bring once you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves turn out to be full because you can
have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This Hallowed Ground: A Walk at Gettysburg having great
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Marietta Allred:

Here thing why this specific Hallowed Ground: A Walk at Gettysburg are different and trusted to be yours.
First of all studying a book isgood but it realy dependsin the content of the usb ports which isthe content is
as ddlightful asfood or not. Hallowed Ground: A Walk at Gettysburg giving you information deeper
including different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no guide that similar with Hallowed
Ground: A Walk at Gettysburg. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing
that will happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. Y ou can bring everywhere
likein park your car, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are having difficultiesin bringing
the imprinted book maybe the form of Hallowed Ground: A Walk at Gettysburg in e-book can be your
choice.

L oretta Jones.

This book untitled Hallowed Ground: A Walk at Gettysburg to be one of several books that best seller in this
year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get alot of benefit onto it. Y ou will easily to buy this
kind of book in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So thereis
no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Thomas Pilcher:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. Y ou need to understand that reading
isvery important and also book as to be the point. Book isimportant thing to add you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update with regards to something by book. Many kinds
of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims Hallowed Ground: A Walk at
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