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Ruby Lennox was conceived grudgingly by Bunty and born while her father,
George, was in the Dog and Hare in Doncaster telling a woman in an emerald
dress and a D-cup that he wasn't married. Bunty had never wanted to marry
George, but here she was, stuck in a flat above the pet shop in an ancient street
beneath York Minster, with sensible and sardonic Patrica aged five, greedy
cross-patch Gillian who refused to be ignored, and Ruby...Ruby tells the story of
The Family, from the day at the end of the nineteenth century when a travelling
French photographer catches frail beautiful Alice and her children, like flowers in
amber, to the startling, witty, and memorable events of Ruby's own life.
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Ruby Lennox was conceived grudgingly by Bunty and born while her father, George, was in the Dog and
Hare in Doncaster telling a woman in an emerald dress and a D-cup that he wasn't married. Bunty had never
wanted to marry George, but here she was, stuck in a flat above the pet shop in an ancient street beneath
York Minster, with sensible and sardonic Patrica aged five, greedy cross-patch Gillian who refused to be
ignored, and Ruby...Ruby tells the story of The Family, from the day at the end of the nineteenth century
when a travelling French photographer catches frail beautiful Alice and her children, like flowers in amber,
to the startling, witty, and memorable events of Ruby's own life.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
"I exist!" exclaims Ruby Lennox upon her conception in 1951, setting the tone for this humorous and
poignant first novel in which Ruby at once celebrates and mercilessly skewers her middle-class English
family. Peppered with tales of flawed family traits passed on from previous generations, Ruby's narrative
examines the lives in her disjointed clan, which revolve around the family pet shop. But beneath the antics of
her philandering father, her intensely irritable mother, her overly emotional sisters, and a gaggle of eccentric
relatives are darker secrets--including an odd "feeling of something long forgotten"--that will haunt Ruby for
the rest of her life. Kate Atkinson earned a Whitbread Prize in 1995 for this fine first effort.

From Publishers Weekly
The narrator's insistent voice and breezy delivery animates this enchanting first novel by a British writer who
won one of the 1993 Ian St. James Awards for short stories. Ruby Lennox is a quirky, complex character
who relates the events of her life and those of her dysfunctional family with equal parts humor, fervor and
candor-starting with her moment of conception in York, England, in 1959: "I exist!" Ruby then describes the
family she is to join. Her parents own a pet shop; her mother, Bunty, bitterly rues having married her
philandering husband, George, and daydreams about what her life might have been. Ruby has two older
sisters, willful Gillian and melancholy Patricia. Through its ambitious structure, the novel also charts five
generations and more than a century of Ruby's family history, as reported in "footnotes" that follow relevant
chapters. (For example, a passage about a pink glass button reveals the story of its original owner, Ruby's
great-grandmother Alice, who will abandon her young family and run off with a French magician.) Ruby's
richly imagined account includes both the details of daily life and the several tragic events that punctuate the
family's mundane existence. Though the "footnote" entries are not quite as gripping as those rendered in
Ruby's richly vernacular, energetic recitation, Atkinson's ebullient narrative style captures the troubled
Lennox family with wit and poignant accuracy.
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"Delivers its jokes and its tragedies as efficiently as Dickens...outrageously funny on almost every page...will
dazzle readers for years to come." -- Hilary Mantel London Review of Books "'A debut novel of astonishing
confidence and skill...Acutely observant, overflowing with good jokes, it is the work of an author who loves
her characters and sets them playing with gleeful energy'" Spectator "'An astounding book...without doubt
one of the finest novels I have read for years'" The Times "'Little short of a masterpiece...Fizzing with wit
and energy, Kate Atkinson's hilarious novel made me laugh and cry'" Daily Mail "'A blinding debut from a
Yorkshire mother-of-two who could be Alan Bennett's baby sister...straight-up simplicity veils the depth,
poignancy and poetry of her story'" Time Out

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Hattie Booth:

The publication with title Behind the Scenes at the Museum contains a lot of information that you can learn
it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new know-how the information that exist
in this guide represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the



improvement of the world. That book will bring you in new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-
book on your own smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Robert Rochester:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a
new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the
whole day to reading a e-book. The book Behind the Scenes at the Museum it is rather good to read. There
are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did
not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this
book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book has high quality.

Paula Daniels:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Behind the Scenes at the Museum,
you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

John Hicks:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Behind the Scenes at the Museum
that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the
world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then how they react toward the
world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you
who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may
pick Behind the Scenes at the Museum become your own personal starter.
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