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Theology and Existentialism in Aeschylus revivifies the complex question of fate
and freedom in the tragedies of the famous Greek playwright. Starting with
Sartre’s insights about radical existential freedom, this book shows that
Aeschylus is concerned with the ethical ramifications of surrendering our lives to
fatalism (gods, curses, inherited guilt) and thoroughly interrogates the plays for
their complex insights into theology and human motivation. But can we reconcile
the radical freedom of existentialism and the seemingly fatal world of tragedy,
where gods and curses and necessities wreak havoc on individual autonomy? If
forces beyond our control or comprehension are influencing our lives, what
happens to choice? How are we to conceive of ethics in a world studiously
indifferent to our choices?

In this book, author Ric Rader demonstrates that few understood the importance
of these questions better than the tragedians, whose literature dealt with a central
theological concern: What is a god? And how does god affect, impinge upon, or
even enable human freedom? Perhaps more importantly: If god is dead, is
everything possible, or nothing? Tragedy holds the preeminent position with
regard to these questions, and Aeschylus, our earliest surviving tragedian, is the
best witness to these complex theological issues.
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Theology and Existentialism in Aeschylus revivifies the complex question of fate and freedom in the
tragedies of the famous Greek playwright. Starting with Sartre’s insights about radical existential freedom,
this book shows that Aeschylus is concerned with the ethical ramifications of surrendering our lives to
fatalism (gods, curses, inherited guilt) and thoroughly interrogates the plays for their complex insights into
theology and human motivation. But can we reconcile the radical freedom of existentialism and the
seemingly fatal world of tragedy, where gods and curses and necessities wreak havoc on individual
autonomy? If forces beyond our control or comprehension are influencing our lives, what happens to choice?
How are we to conceive of ethics in a world studiously indifferent to our choices?

In this book, author Ric Rader demonstrates that few understood the importance of these questions better
than the tragedians, whose literature dealt with a central theological concern: What is a god? And how does
god affect, impinge upon, or even enable human freedom? Perhaps more importantly: If god is dead, is
everything possible, or nothing? Tragedy holds the preeminent position with regard to these questions, and
Aeschylus, our earliest surviving tragedian, is the best witness to these complex theological issues.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Richard Rader teaches Latin and Greek at Montgomery Bell Academy, USA. He was Visiting Assistant
Professor in the Department of Classics at the University of California at Santa Barbara, USA. Prior to
UCSB he held a Mellon Postdoctoral Teaching Fellowship at USC. He is co-editor of The Enigmatic
Context: Approaches to Greek Drama (2013).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Diane Russel:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Theology and Existentialism in Aeschylus: Written in the Cosmos
(Routledge Monographs in Classical Studies). Try to the actual book Theology and Existentialism in
Aeschylus: Written in the Cosmos (Routledge Monographs in Classical Studies) as your buddy. It means that
it can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge
with this book.

Kathleen Duff:

The feeling that you get from Theology and Existentialism in Aeschylus: Written in the Cosmos (Routledge
Monographs in Classical Studies) may be the more deep you searching the information that hide into the
words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but
Theology and Existentialism in Aeschylus: Written in the Cosmos (Routledge Monographs in Classical
Studies) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in a number of way
that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of this guide is well-known enough.
This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can
go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this Theology and
Existentialism in Aeschylus: Written in the Cosmos (Routledge Monographs in Classical Studies) instantly.

Harry Duffey:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Theology and Existentialism in
Aeschylus: Written in the Cosmos (Routledge Monographs in Classical Studies) book written by well-known
writer who knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who also read the book.



Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your
current hunger then you still doubt Theology and Existentialism in Aeschylus: Written in the Cosmos
(Routledge Monographs in Classical Studies) as good book but not only by the cover but also from the
content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you
have to listening to another sixth sense.

Lola Kelly:

Beside this particular Theology and Existentialism in Aeschylus: Written in the Cosmos (Routledge
Monographs in Classical Studies) in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or
data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be
worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Theology and
Existentialism in Aeschylus: Written in the Cosmos (Routledge Monographs in Classical Studies) because
this book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's
exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this
book as well as read it from right now!
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