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Could the vitality of embodied experience create a foundation for a new form of
revolutionary authority? The Life of the City is a bold and innovative
reassessment of the early urban avant-garde movements that sought to re-imagine
and reinvent the experiential life of the city. Constructing a ground-breaking
theoretical analysis of the relationships between biological life, urban culture,
and modern forms of biopolitical ’experiential authority’, Julian Brigstocke
traces the failed attempts of Parisian radicals to turn the ’crisis of authority’ in
late nineteenth-century Paris into an opportunity to invent new forms of urban
commons. The most comprehensive account to date of the spatial politics of the
literary, artistic and anarchist groups that settled in the Montmartre area of Paris
after the suppression of the 1871 Paris Commune, The Life of the City analyses
the reasons why laughter emerged as the unlikely tool through which Parisian
bohemians attempted to forge a new, non-representational biopolitics of
sensation. Ranging from the carnivalesque performances of artistic cabarets such
as the Chat Noir to the laughing violence of anarchist terrorism, The Life of the
City is a timely analysis of the birth of a carnivalesque politics that remains
highly influential in contemporary urban movements.
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Could the vitality of embodied experience create a foundation for a new form of revolutionary authority?
The Life of the City is a bold and innovative reassessment of the early urban avant-garde movements that
sought to re-imagine and reinvent the experiential life of the city. Constructing a ground-breaking theoretical
analysis of the relationships between biological life, urban culture, and modern forms of biopolitical
’experiential authority’, Julian Brigstocke traces the failed attempts of Parisian radicals to turn the ’crisis of
authority’ in late nineteenth-century Paris into an opportunity to invent new forms of urban commons. The
most comprehensive account to date of the spatial politics of the literary, artistic and anarchist groups that
settled in the Montmartre area of Paris after the suppression of the 1871 Paris Commune, The Life of the
City analyses the reasons why laughter emerged as the unlikely tool through which Parisian bohemians
attempted to forge a new, non-representational biopolitics of sensation. Ranging from the carnivalesque
performances of artistic cabarets such as the Chat Noir to the laughing violence of anarchist terrorism, The
Life of the City is a timely analysis of the birth of a carnivalesque politics that remains highly influential in
contemporary urban movements.
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Editorial Review

Review
'Never has the relationship between power and authority been so complex. With the idealism of fin-de-siecle
Montmartre as a touchstone, Julian Brigstocke offers an inspiring account of new forms of experiential
authority in the modern city. This book radically reassesses the political relationship between art and life in
ways that are urgent, immediate and contemporary.' Helen Nicholson, Royal Holloway, University of
London, UK 'Julian Brigstocke's The Life of the City is a path-breaking work that brings to our attention the
important counter-culture of Montmartre's fin-de-siecle cabaret scene. In the years after the Commune this
pre-eminent contested space of anarchist politics and cultural innovation brought to life a new expression of
authority that emphasised the importance of embodiment, vitality and affect against established bourgeois
norms. Weaving together important historical research with the latest geographical thinking around non-
representational approaches and the importance of affect, Brigstocke's book is an important event in cultural
understanding. Through this study we learn a great deal about the character of urban modernity and the
challenges to forms of modern capitalist spectacle that have been there from the outset. This book will prove
essential reading for all those interested in the city.'Kevin Hetherington, The Open University, UK

About the Author
Dr Julian Brigstocke is Lecturer in Human Geography at the School of Geography, Earth and Environmental
Sciences, Plymouth University, UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Helen Palmer:

This book untitled The Life of the City: Space, Humour, and the Experience of Truth in Fin-de-siècle
Montmartre (Studies in Historical Geography) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that
is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific
book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too.
It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no
reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Sybil Davis:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Life of the City: Space, Humour,
and the Experience of Truth in Fin-de-siècle Montmartre (Studies in Historical Geography) publication
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be understand by anyone
who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing
skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question The Life of the City: Space,
Humour, and the Experience of Truth in Fin-de-siècle Montmartre (Studies in Historical Geography) as good
book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine book
by its cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.



Ross Fletcher:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Life of the City: Space, Humour, and the
Experience of Truth in Fin-de-siècle Montmartre (Studies in Historical Geography) can be the solution, oh
how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the
others?

Kathryn Botello:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
in addition native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around
the world. From the book The Life of the City: Space, Humour, and the Experience of Truth in Fin-de-siècle
Montmartre (Studies in Historical Geography) we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people?
For being creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the best book that appropriate with your
aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book The Life of the City: Space, Humour, and
the Experience of Truth in Fin-de-siècle Montmartre (Studies in Historical Geography). You can more
attractive than now.
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