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How isit that Christian faith can be said to be in accordance with reason and at
the same time to transcend reason? On the one hand, the concordance of faith
with reason appears to reduce faith to rational thinking and to natural human
experience; on the other hand, the difference between faith and reason seemsto
make belief unreasonable and arbitrary.

In The God of Faith and Reason, Rabert Sokolowski treats this theological
difficulty not by speaking directly about faith and reason, but through an
examination of the Christian understanding of God that focuses on God the
creator and the world as created. In so doing, he demonstrates how the Christian
concept of God preserves both the integrity of reason and the distinctiveness of
faith.

Sokolowski begins with a statement of the Christian understanding of God
developed in terms provided by St. Anselm, in whose writings the issue of faith
and reason surfaces in an historically significant way. He next brings to light the
special character of the Christian understanding of God by contrasting it with the
pagan understanding of the divine. While pagan and other natural religions see
god as the most powerful part of the world, Christianity understands God to be
separate from the world, not added to in any way by the act of creating it. This
understanding of God and the world lies behind the belief in Creation, and is
shown to provide the context for the other Christian mysteries, such asthe
Incarnation, Redemption, the Church, grace, and the sacraments, especially the
Eucharist. The author also shows how the Christian understanding of God and
the world helps clarify the difference between natural human virtues and the
theological virtues of faith, hope, and charity. In an appendix, he deals with the
relationship between political philosophy and Christian revelation, and, through a
discussion of the ideas of Leo Strauss, speaks of the place of politics and political
reason in Christian belief. Throughout the book Sokolowski employs a method of
theology based on phenomenology in order to show how the things of Christian
faith differentiate themselves from the phenomena given to natural experience.

With itsinsightful, straightforward arguments, The God of Faith and Reason is
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ideal for use in both introductory and advanced coursesin natural theology,
fundamental theology, Christian philosophy, philosophy of God, philosophy of
religion, and metaphysics.

Robert Sokolowski, a priest of the Archdiocese of Hartford, has taught
philosophy at The Catholic University of America since 1963. He has written six
books and numerous articles dealing with phenomenology, philosophy and
Christian faith, moral philosophy, and issues in contemporary science. He has
been an auxiliary chaplain at Bolling Air Force Base in Washington, D.C., since
1976 and was named monsignor in 1993.

"Robert Sokolowski, already an accomplished author in the field of philosophy,
has now written a sophisticated and profound little book about the frontiers
where philosophy and theology, natural reason and Christian faith, overlap and
blend into a single harmonious act, whose components can be differentiated by
reflective thinking. . . . This book will provide useful clarifications to
theologians, philosophers and believers, convinced in principle that religious
faith should be reasonable . . . but unclear as to how faith and reason can be
blended without collapsing one into the other." 2 nternational Journal for
Philosophy of Religion

The simple purpose of this profound and disquieting work isto identify what is
most radically distinctive about Christian belief. Addressed to a nontechnical
audience. . . the book possesses the kind of lucidity and intellectual simplicity
achieved only by teachers of the highest order. Its conclusi
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How isit that Christian faith can be said to be in accordance with reason and at the same time to transcend
reason? On the one hand, the concordance of faith with reason appears to reduce faith to rational thinking
and to natural human experience; on the other hand, the difference between faith and reason seemsto make
belief unreasonable and arbitrary.

In The God of Faith and Reason, Robert Sokolowski treats this theological difficulty not by speaking directly
about faith and reason, but through an examination of the Christian understanding of God that focuses on
God the creator and the world as created. In so doing, he demonstrates how the Christian concept of God
preserves both the integrity of reason and the distinctiveness of faith.

Sokolowski begins with a statement of the Christian understanding of God developed in terms provided by
St. Anselm, in whose writings the issue of faith and reason surfaces in an historically significant way. He
next bringsto light the special character of the Christian understanding of God by contrasting it with the
pagan understanding of the divine. While pagan and other natural religions see god as the most powerful part
of the world, Christianity understands God to be separate from the world, not added to in any way by the act
of creating it. This understanding of God and the world lies behind the belief in Creation, and is shown to
provide the context for the other Christian mysteries, such as the Incarnation, Redemption, the Church,
grace, and the sacraments, especially the Eucharist. The author also shows how the Christian understanding
of God and the world helps clarify the difference between natural human virtues and the theological virtues
of faith, hope, and charity. In an appendix, he deals with the relationship between political philosophy and
Christian revelation, and, through a discussion of the ideas of Leo Strauss, speaks of the place of politics and
political reason in Christian belief. Throughout the book Sokolowski employs a method of theology based on
phenomenology in order to show how the things of Christian faith differentiate themselves from the
phenomena given to natural experience.

With itsinsightful, straightforward arguments, The God of Faith and Reason isideal for use in both
introductory and advanced coursesin natural theology, fundamental theology, Christian philosophy,
philosophy of God, philosophy of religion, and metaphysics.

Raobert Sokolowski, a priest of the Archdiocese of Hartford, has taught philosophy at The Catholic
University of America since 1963. He has written six books and numerous articles dealing with
phenomenol ogy, philosophy and Christian faith, moral philosophy, and issuesin contemporary science. He
has been an auxiliary chaplain at Bolling Air Force Base in Washington, D.C., since 1976 and was named
monsignor in 1993.

"Robert Sokolowski, already an accomplished author in the field of philosophy, has now written a



sophisticated and profound little book about the frontiers where philosophy and theology, natural reason and
Christian faith, overlap and blend into a single harmonious act, whose components can be differentiated by
reflective thinking. . . . This book will provide useful clarifications to theologians, philosophers and
believers, convinced in principle that religious faith should be reasonable . . . but unclear as to how faith and
reason can be blended without collapsing one into the other."?2International Journal for Philosophy of
Religion

The simple purpose of this profound and disguieting work is to identify what is most radically distinctive
about Christian belief. Addressed to a nontechnical audience . . . the book possesses the kind of lucidity and
intellectual ssimplicity achieved only by teachers of the highest order. Its conclusi
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

How isit that Christian faith can be said to be in accordance with reason and at the same time to transcend
reason? On the one hand, the concordance of faith with reason appears to reduce faith to rational thinking
and to natural human experience; on the other hand, the difference between faith and reason seems to make
belief unreasonable and arbitrary. Here Robert Sokolowski treats this theological difficulty through an
examination of the Christian understanding of God that focuses on God the creator and the world he created.
In so doing, he demonstrates how the Christian concept of God preserves both the integrity of reason and the
distinctiveness of faith. Sokolowski begins with a statement of the Christian understanding of God developed
in terms provided by St. Anselm, in whose writings the issue of faith and reason surfacesin an historically
significant way. He next bringsto light the special character of the Christian understanding of God by
contrasting it with the pagan understanding of the divine. While pagan and other natural religions see god as
the most powerful part of the world, Christianity understands God to be separate from the world, not added
toin any way by the act of creating it. This understanding of God and the world lies behind the belief in
Creation, and is shown to provide the context for the other Christian mysteries. The author also shows how
the Christian understanding of God and the world helps clarify the difference between natural human virtues
and the theological virtues of faith, hope, and charity. In an appendix, he deals with the relationship between
political philosophy and Christian revelation and speaks of the place of politics and politicalreason in
Christian belief.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Terri Root:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Y ep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take
astroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled The God of
Faith and Reason: Foundations of Christian Theology? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. Y ou redize
beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree
with their opinion or you have different opinion?

David Rutherford:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even knowledge
to make these peopl e keep up with the erawhich is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you is you
don't know which one you should start with. This The God of Faith and Reason: Foundations of Christian
Theology is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what
you want and wish in this era.



Major Talley:

The event that you get from The God of Faith and Reason: Foundations of Christian Theology could be the
more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to understand but The God of Faith and Reason: Foundations of
Christian Theology giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveystheir point in particular way
that can be understood by means of anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is well-known
enough. That book aso makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can
go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of The
God of Faith and Reason: Foundations of Christian Theology instantly.

Walter Knight:

This The God of Faith and Reason: Foundations of Christian Theology is brand-new way for you who has
attention to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon
it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this The God of Faith
and Reason: Foundations of Christian Theology can be the light food for yourself because the information
inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can be
reachable by anyone, yes | mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in book form make
them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So thereisn't any in reading a book especially
this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anindividual. So, don't missit! Just
read this e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.
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