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When the world speaks of "love," it often means unconditional acceptance. Many
churches have adopted this mind-set in their practice of membership and
discipline-if they have not done away with such structures entirely. "Yet God's
love and God's gospel are different than what the world expects," writes Jonathan
Leeman. They're centered in his character, which draws a clear boundary
between what is holy and what is not. It's this line that the local church should
represent in its member practices, because the careful exercise of such authority
"is God's means for guarding the gospel, marking off a people, and thereby
defining his love for the world."

So how should churches receive and dismiss members? How should Christians
view their submission to the church? Are there dangers in such submission? The
Church and the Surprising Offense of God's Love responds with biblical,
theological, and practical guidance-from both corporate and individual
perspectives. It's a resource that will help pastors and their congregations upend
worldly conceptions and recover a biblical understanding and practice of church
authority.
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When the world speaks of "love," it often means unconditional acceptance. Many churches have adopted this
mind-set in their practice of membership and discipline-if they have not done away with such structures
entirely. "Yet God's love and God's gospel are different than what the world expects," writes Jonathan
Leeman. They're centered in his character, which draws a clear boundary between what is holy and what is
not. It's this line that the local church should represent in its member practices, because the careful exercise
of such authority "is God's means for guarding the gospel, marking off a people, and thereby defining his
love for the world."

So how should churches receive and dismiss members? How should Christians view their submission to the
church? Are there dangers in such submission? The Church and the Surprising Offense of God's
Love responds with biblical, theological, and practical guidance-from both corporate and individual
perspectives. It's a resource that will help pastors and their congregations upend worldly conceptions and
recover a biblical understanding and practice of church authority.
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Editorial Review

Review

"What happens when you bring together one of the most misunderstood subjects (love) and one of the most
ignored practices (church membership and discipline) in the church today? A book like this one. Unlike the
generation raised on Mr. Spock's child-rearing advice, the Good Shepherd cares for his flock by loving
discipline. There is a lot of talk these days about radical discipleship, but what we need more today is a lot
more ordinary discipleship, where we realize not only in theory but in practice what it means to be
conformed to Christ's image. This is the best book I've seen on this subject in a long time."
—Michael Horton, J. Gresham Machen Professor of Systematic Theology and Apologetics, Westminster
Seminary California; author, Core Christianity: Finding Yourself in God's Story

About the Author

Jonathan Leeman (PhD, University of Wales) is the editorial director for 9Marks and an elder at Capitol
Hill Baptist in Washington, DC. He has written for a number of publications and is the author or editor of a
number books. He is also an occasional lecturer at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary and teaches
adjunctively for the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. Jonathan lives with his wife and four daughters
in a suburb of Washington, DC.

Mark Dever (PhD, Cambridge University) is the senior pastor of Capitol Hill Baptist Church in
Washington, DC, and president of 9Marks (9Marks.org). Dever has authored over a dozen books and speaks
at conferences nationwide.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jimmy Dietz:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem as well
as exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Church and the Surprising Offense of God's Love:
Reintroducing the Doctrines of Church Membership and Discipline (IX Marks).

Patrick Pond:

The book The Church and the Surprising Offense of God's Love: Reintroducing the Doctrines of Church
Membership and Discipline (IX Marks) will bring that you the new experience of reading some sort of book.
The author style to describe the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to read, this book very



suited to you. The book The Church and the Surprising Offense of God's Love: Reintroducing the Doctrines
of Church Membership and Discipline (IX Marks) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get
the e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Kimberly Lunceford:

The actual book The Church and the Surprising Offense of God's Love: Reintroducing the Doctrines of
Church Membership and Discipline (IX Marks) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this
book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
reading this article book.

Joseph Langley:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this book. This The Church and the Surprising Offense
of God's Love: Reintroducing the Doctrines of Church Membership and Discipline (IX Marks) is simple to
create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to
bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the
book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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