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Elaborately conceived, grandly constructed insane asylums—ranging in
appearance from classical temples to Gothic castles—were once a common sight
looming on the outskirts of American towns and cities. Many of these buildings
were razed long ago, and those that remain stand as grim reminders of an often
cruel system. For much of the nineteenth century, however, these asylums
epitomized the widely held belief among doctors and social reformers that
insanity was a curable disease and that environment—architecture in
particular—was the most effective means of treatment.

In The Architecture of Madness, Carla Yanni tells a compelling story of
therapeutic design, from America’s earliest purpose—built institutions for the
insane to the asylum construction frenzy in the second half of the century. At the
center of Yanni’s inquiry is Dr. Thomas Kirkbride, a Pennsylvania-born Quaker,
who in the 1840s devised a novel way to house the mentally diseased that
emphasized segregation by severity of illness, ease of treatment and surveillance,
and ventilation. After the Civil War, American architects designed Kirkbride-
plan hospitals across the country.

Before the end of the century, interest in the Kirkbride plan had begun to decline.
Many of the asylums had deteriorated into human warehouses, strengthening
arguments against the monolithic structures advocated by Kirkbride. At the same
time, the medical profession began embracing a more neurological approach to
mental disease that considered architecture as largely irrelevant to its treatment.

Generously illustrated, The Architecture of Madness is a fresh and original look
at the American medical establishment’s century-long preoccupation with
therapeutic architecture as a way to cure social ills.

Carla Yanni is associate professor of art history at Rutgers University and the
author of Nature’s Museums: Victorian Science and the Architecture of Display.
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Elaborately conceived, grandly constructed insane asylums—ranging in appearance from classical temples to
Gothic castles—were once a common sight looming on the outskirts of American towns and cities. Many of
these buildings were razed long ago, and those that remain stand as grim reminders of an often cruel system.
For much of the nineteenth century, however, these asylums epitomized the widely held belief among
doctors and social reformers that insanity was a curable disease and that environment—architecture in
particular—was the most effective means of treatment.

In The Architecture of Madness, Carla Yanni tells a compelling story of therapeutic design, from America’s
earliest purpose—built institutions for the insane to the asylum construction frenzy in the second half of the
century. At the center of Yanni’s inquiry is Dr. Thomas Kirkbride, a Pennsylvania-born Quaker, who in the
1840s devised a novel way to house the mentally diseased that emphasized segregation by severity of illness,
ease of treatment and surveillance, and ventilation. After the Civil War, American architects designed
Kirkbride-plan hospitals across the country.

Before the end of the century, interest in the Kirkbride plan had begun to decline. Many of the asylums had
deteriorated into human warehouses, strengthening arguments against the monolithic structures advocated by
Kirkbride. At the same time, the medical profession began embracing a more neurological approach to
mental disease that considered architecture as largely irrelevant to its treatment.

Generously illustrated, The Architecture of Madness is a fresh and original look at the American medical
establishment’s century-long preoccupation with therapeutic architecture as a way to cure social ills.

Carla Yanni is associate professor of art history at Rutgers University and the author of Nature’s Museums:
Victorian Science and the Architecture of Display.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patricia Diaz:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Architecture of
Madness: Insane Asylums in the United States (Architecture, Landscape and Amer Culture). All type of
book is it possible to see on many methods. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Raymond Striegel:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled The
Architecture of Madness: Insane Asylums in the United States (Architecture, Landscape and Amer Culture)
the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but
surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one type
conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get just before. The The Architecture of Madness:
Insane Asylums in the United States (Architecture, Landscape and Amer Culture) giving you another
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for your better life in this
particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are going to
be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying
spare time activity?

Dennis Bloom:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying The Architecture of
Madness: Insane Asylums in the United States (Architecture, Landscape and Amer Culture) that give your
fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the
method for people to know world better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly
that reading routine only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for
all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Architecture of Madness:
Insane Asylums in the United States (Architecture, Landscape and Amer Culture) become your own personal
starter.



Anthony Davidson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Architecture of Madness:
Insane Asylums in the United States (Architecture, Landscape and Amer Culture) reserve written by well-
known writer who knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who have read the
book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation The Architecture of Madness: Insane Asylums
in the United States (Architecture, Landscape and Amer Culture) as good book but not only by the cover but
also by the content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you
so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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