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The notion of addiction has always conjured first-person stories, often beginning
with an insidious seduction, followed by compulsion and despair, culminating in
recovery and tentative hope for the future. We are all familiar with this form of
individual life arrative, Susan Zieger observes, but we know far less about its
history. "Addict" was not an available identity until the end of the nineteenth
century, when a modernizing medical establishment and burgeoning culture of
consumption updated the figure of the sinful drunkard popularized by the
temperance movement.

In Inventing the Addict, Zieger tells the story of how the addict, a person
uniquely torn between disease and desire, emerged from a variety of earlier
figures such as drunkards, opium-eating scholars, vicious slave masters,
dissipated New Women, and queer doctors. Drawing on a broad range of literary
and cultural material, including canonical novels such as Uncle Tom's Cabin, The
Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, and Dracula, she traces the evolution
of the concept of addiction through a series of recurrent metaphors: exile, self-
enslavement, disease, and vampirism. She shows how addiction took on multiple
meanings beyond its common association with intoxication or specific habit-
forming substances?it was an abiding desire akin to both sexual attraction and
commodity fetishism, a disease that strangely failed to meet the requirements of
pathology, and the citizen's ironic refusal to fulfill the promise of freedom.

Nor was addiction an ideologically neutral idea. As Zieger demonstrates, it took
form over time through specific, shifting intersections of gender, race, class, and
sexuality, reflecting the role of social power in the construction of meaning.
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The notion of addiction has always conjured first-person stories, often beginning with an insidious seduction,
followed by compulsion and despair, culminating in recovery and tentative hope for the future. We are all
familiar with this form of individual life arrative, Susan Zieger observes, but we know far less about its
history. "Addict" was not an available identity until the end of the nineteenth century, when a modernizing
medical establishment and burgeoning culture of consumption updated the figure of the sinful drunkard
popularized by the temperance movement.

In Inventing the Addict, Zieger tells the story of how the addict, a person uniquely torn between disease and
desire, emerged from a variety of earlier figures such as drunkards, opium-eating scholars, vicious slave
masters, dissipated New Women, and queer doctors. Drawing on a broad range of literary and cultural
material, including canonical novels such as Uncle Tom's Cabin, The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr.
Hyde, and Dracula, she traces the evolution of the concept of addiction through a series of recurrent
metaphors: exile, self-enslavement, disease, and vampirism. She shows how addiction took on multiple
meanings beyond its common association with intoxication or specific habit-forming substances?it was an
abiding desire akin to both sexual attraction and commodity fetishism, a disease that strangely failed to meet
the requirements of pathology, and the citizen's ironic refusal to fulfill the promise of freedom.

Nor was addiction an ideologically neutral idea. As Zieger demonstrates, it took form over time through
specific, shifting intersections of gender, race, class, and sexuality, reflecting the role of social power in the
construction of meaning.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Inventing the Addict is full of excellent things. It not only makes an important contribution to the field of
addiction studies and many other areas of present interest in cultural, social, and material studies, it also
functions partly as a summary and synthesis of much current work in nineteenth-century civilization."?Marty
Roth, author of Drunk the Night Before: An Anatomy of Intoxication

"Inventing the Addict is a richly contextualized and elegantly nuanced cultural history of the concept of
addiction. Susan Zieger shows how literary critical analysis offers particular insight not only into the power
of language and narrative to shape public perceptions, but also into the complex social construction of
ostensibly medical problems."?Priscilla Wald, author of Contagious: Cultures, Carriers, and the Outbreak
Narrative

"An important book for both Americanists and students of Victorian Britain, Inventing the Addict traces the
historical development of the idea of addiction as a specific complication of the history of subjectivity in the
nineteenth-century. Zieger organizes her study around the main metaphors for the developing concept of
addiction and thereby brings the literary and non-literary works she analyzes into close alignment on a
formal plane."?Catherine Gallagher, author of The Body Economic: Life, Death and Sensation in Political
Economy and the Victorian Novel

"A compelling and wide-ranging investigation into drugs, race, and sexuality as they are represented in
nineteenth-century American writings. An important book for Americanists. . . . Demonstrates how the
addict became slave-masters and drunkards. The merging of ideas and themes in both literacy and non-
literary works offers powerful representations of the social and cultural experiences of the period, and
excellent notes supplement this fascinating study."?The Year's Work in English Studies

"This book is filled with critical insights and buttressed by wide reading in primary and secondary
sources."?Victorian Studies

About the Author
Susan Zieger is assistant professor of English at the University of California, Riverside.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carolyn Hoffman:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Inventing the Addict: Drugs,
Race, and Sexuality in Nineteenth-Century British and American Literature is our recommendation so you
keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.



Barbara Norwood:

This book untitled Inventing the Addict: Drugs, Race, and Sexuality in Nineteenth-Century British and
American Literature to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that's because when you read
this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or
you can order it by means of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to
read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past
this guide from your list.

Malcolm Moser:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The Inventing
the Addict: Drugs, Race, and Sexuality in Nineteenth-Century British and American Literature offer you a
new experience in reading a book.

Juan Gilbert:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book,
new and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just trying to find the Inventing the Addict: Drugs, Race, and Sexuality in Nineteenth-Century
British and American Literature when you required it?
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