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From 1885–1924, China underwent a period of acute political struggle and
cultural change, brought on by a radical change in thought: after over 2,000 years
of monarchical rule, the Chinese people stopped believing in the emperor. These
forty years saw the collapse of Confucian political orthodoxy and the struggle
among competing definitions of modern citizenship and the state. What made it
possible to suddenly imagine a world without the emperor? After Empire traces
the formation of the modern Chinese idea of the state through the radical reform
programs of the late Qing (1885–1911), the Revolution of 1911, and the first
years of the Republic through the final expulsion of the last emperor of the Qing
from the Forbidden City in 1924. It contributes to longstanding debates on
modern Chinese nationalism by highlighting the evolving ideas of major political
thinkers and the views reflected in the general political culture. Zarrow uses a
wide range of sources to show how "statism" became a hegemonic discourse that
continues to shape China today. Essential to this process were the notions of
citizenship and sovereignty, which were consciously adopted and modified from
Western discourses on legal theory and international state practices on the basis
of Chinese needs and understandings. This text provides fresh interpretations and
keen insights into China's pivotal transition from dynasty to republic.
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From 1885–1924, China underwent a period of acute political struggle and cultural change, brought on by a
radical change in thought: after over 2,000 years of monarchical rule, the Chinese people stopped believing
in the emperor. These forty years saw the collapse of Confucian political orthodoxy and the struggle among
competing definitions of modern citizenship and the state. What made it possible to suddenly imagine a
world without the emperor? After Empire traces the formation of the modern Chinese idea of the state
through the radical reform programs of the late Qing (1885–1911), the Revolution of 1911, and the first
years of the Republic through the final expulsion of the last emperor of the Qing from the Forbidden City in
1924. It contributes to longstanding debates on modern Chinese nationalism by highlighting the evolving
ideas of major political thinkers and the views reflected in the general political culture. Zarrow uses a wide
range of sources to show how "statism" became a hegemonic discourse that continues to shape China today.
Essential to this process were the notions of citizenship and sovereignty, which were consciously adopted
and modified from Western discourses on legal theory and international state practices on the basis of
Chinese needs and understandings. This text provides fresh interpretations and keen insights into China's
pivotal transition from dynasty to republic.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This is a deeply researched and intellectually ambitious work. Zarrow speaks with the authoritative and
convincing voice of one who knows his subject deeply and has thought long and hard about the issues."
(Henrietta Harrison Harvard University)

"[F]inely argued and cogently presented . . . Peter Zarrow's book is a welcome addition to the study of the
modern transformation in Chinese history, and without doubt will remain one of the most authoritative
researches on the development of Chinese political ideas for many years to come." (Zhijun Ren Histoire
Sociale/Social History)

"The result of this detailed historiographic study is a volume written both for the curious student and for
expert historians of modern China. While the former will be intrigued by the chronologically compact
minutiae of the transition from the Qing empire to the Republic of China, the latter will appreciate the
unceasing analysis of historical interpretation, most fruitfully discussed in Zarrow's endnotes . . . In
summary, After Empire is an important contribution to the historical discourse of China's imperial-republican
transition and should also be widely welcomed by non-specialists with an interest in China." (Lars Peter
Laamann)

"In a familiar intellectual-biographical vein, [Zarrow] analyzes the evolving thought of such seminal and
influential advocates as Kang Yuwei and Liang Qichao, and, to a lesser extent, Tan Sitong, Zhang Binglin,
Yan Fu, and the less well-known Yang Du. Careful re-examination and comparative analysis of their ideas,
and the foreign sources on which they drew, yields the best and most carefully nuanced survey currently
available of the logical necessities and possibilities governing the debates about national identity and
constitutional forms, the roles of culture and ethnicity, and processes and prospects of nation-building. The
discourse analysis based on these well-known iconic figures is further reinforced by Zarrow's fresh readings
and wide-ranging citations of the contemporary public media . . . [I]nterdisciplinary historians and the
modern China field will be grateful to Zarrow for this major contribution." (Don C. Price Journal of
Interdisciplinary History)

"Zarrow challenges us to think about political developments in China from an indigenous framework or
worldview." (Kendrick Kuo)

"After Empire: The Conceptual Transformation of the Chinese State, 1885-1924 is a welcome and highly
recommended core addition to personal, community, and academic library Chinese History collections."
(Midwest Book Review)

About the Author
Peter Zarrow is Research Fellow at the Institute of Modern History, Academia Sinica, in Taiwan. His
research focuses on modern Chinese cultural history, with a special interest in intellectual change,
scholarship, and historiography.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Florence Wiggins:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question since
just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because
start from on guardería until university need this After Empire: The Conceptual Transformation of the
Chinese State, 1885-1924 to read.

Rolando Gil:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this After Empire: The Conceptual
Transformation of the Chinese State, 1885-1924 book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of
course the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Vicki Allen:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense happy read one
with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The After Empire: The Conceptual Transformation
of the Chinese State, 1885-1924 is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Ignacio Lewis:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This e-book After Empire: The Conceptual Transformation of the Chinese State,
1885-1924 was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about
a book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you
wanted.
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