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Entertaining and informative, this collection of brief, informal biographies spans
the centuries from Sophocles in ancient Greece to Harper Lee in America's Deep
South. Along the way, readers will enjoy pithy biographical sketches of
existentialists Albert Camus and Jean-Paul Sartre, French satirist Voltaire and
Edwardian satirist Oscar Wilde, dramatists from William Shakespeare to Samuel
Beckett and Harold Pinter, poets from Dante to William Wordsworth and T.S.
Eliot, and novelists who include Charles Dickens, Jane Austen, James Joyce,
Virginia Woolf, Fyodor Dostoevsky, Toni Morrison, John Updike, and hundreds
more. Each biographical entry includes an assessment of the writer's literary
innovations and cultural impact, supplemented with a list of the author's major
works, fascinating quotes, and intriguing asides. This book covers a broad range
of literary artists who have shaped the course of fiction, poetry, drama, and
philosophical thought across a span of more than 2,500 years. Both a handy
quick-reference source and an inspiration for readers to delve into the world of
the literary arts, 501 Great Writers  is certain to be opened and referred to time
and time again. Filled with photos and illustrations.
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Entertaining and informative, this collection of brief, informal biographies spans the centuries from
Sophocles in ancient Greece to Harper Lee in America's Deep South. Along the way, readers will enjoy pithy
biographical sketches of existentialists Albert Camus and Jean-Paul Sartre, French satirist Voltaire and
Edwardian satirist Oscar Wilde, dramatists from William Shakespeare to Samuel Beckett and Harold Pinter,
poets from Dante to William Wordsworth and T.S. Eliot, and novelists who include Charles Dickens, Jane
Austen, James Joyce, Virginia Woolf, Fyodor Dostoevsky, Toni Morrison, John Updike, and hundreds more.
Each biographical entry includes an assessment of the writer's literary innovations and cultural impact,
supplemented with a list of the author's major works, fascinating quotes, and intriguing asides. This book
covers a broad range of literary artists who have shaped the course of fiction, poetry, drama, and
philosophical thought across a span of more than 2,500 years. Both a handy quick-reference source and an
inspiration for readers to delve into the world of the literary arts, 501 Great Writers  is certain to be opened
and referred to time and time again. Filled with photos and illustrations.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
From the creators of501 Great Writers comes 1001 Books You Must Read before You Die (2006). It
is edited by professors in the field  and arranged chronologically by author’s birth year. Each entry is brief,
ranging from half a page to three pages. Color coding is used to group entries into eras. A glossary of
relevant terms is also included.  Coverage starts with Homer, in the eighth century BCE, and ends with
Nigerian novelist Chimamanda Adichie, born in 1977. Each entry contains basic birth and death facts and
information about the writer’s style and genre, followed by a profile offering mostly biographical
information. Many entries have sidebars, and all have lists of “Signature Titles,” divided by genre. Other
features include portraits of the writers; quotations; and artworks, photographs, and other illustrations related
to the literature. This book would be a welcome addition to a public library. It provides glimpses into the
writer’s world as well as engaging illustrations. --Jennifer Dawson

About the Author
Julian Patrick is Professor of English and Comparative Literature at the University of Toronto. He has
published articles on a wide range of literary figures, from Shakespeare to W.H. Auden.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Conley:

Within other case, little folks like to read book 501 Great Writers: A Comprehensive Guide to the Giants of
Literature. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important a new book 501 Great Writers: A Comprehensive Guide to the Giants of Literature. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
examine.

Bobby Miller:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular 501 Great Writers: A
Comprehensive Guide to the Giants of Literature book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because
this book is usually more than just a book.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Concepcion Bass:

The actual book 501 Great Writers: A Comprehensive Guide to the Giants of Literature has a lot info on it.
So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can find the
point easily after scanning this book.

Judith Bowman:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will get
great deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will
say absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited
right. Then ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time,
typically the book you have read will be 501 Great Writers: A Comprehensive Guide to the Giants of
Literature.
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