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Conventional wisdom holds that attempts to combine religion and politics will
produce unlimited violence. Concepts such as jihad, crusade, and sacrifice need
to be rooted out, the story goes, for the sake of more bounded and secular
understandings of violence. Ted Smith upends this dominant view, drawing on
Walter Benjamin, Giorgio Agamben, and others to trace the ways that seemingly
secular politics produce their own forms of violence without limit. He brings this
argument to life?and digs deep into the American political imagination?through a
string of surprising reflections on John Brown, the nineteenth-century abolitionist
who took up arms against the state in the name of a higher law. Smith argues that
the key to limiting violence is not its separation from religion, but its connection
to richer and more critical modes of religious reflection. Weird John Brown
develops a negative political theology that challenges both the ways we
remember American history and the ways we think about the nature, meaning,
and exercise of violence.
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Editorial Review

Review
"It is simply the best thing I have read this year, and it is the one book that I am now insisting that my
colleagues read."  William T. Cavanaugh, in Marginalia

"Smith offers a major contribution, a courageous and fruitful theological move in discussing racial wounds
and the possibility of a new community no longer marked by the bitter legacies of slavery."  Keri Day, in
Political Theology Today

"John Brown is perhaps the most polarizing figure in America's past, 'the stone in the historian's shoe,' as
scholars have acknowledged. Ted Smith's Weird John Brown removes the stone, as it were, and reframes the
debate. It examines Brown on Brown's own terms, from the perspective of political theology. A brilliantly
original and compelling book, it offers a new way to understand Brown, and its fresh insights on almost
every page resonate deeply in a post 9/11 world." (John Stauffer)

"Smith's book is different, and immensely resonant, for it theorizes what might be at stake?ethically?for
America's current political life [He] writes with clarity and precision, as well as with a storyteller's sense of
narrative drive and detail." (Andrew Taylor Journal of American History)

"By providing a profound ethical meditation on Brown and his fellow raiders to challenge how people,
particularly Americans, think about morality, [...] Smith illustrates how an ethical and philosophical reading
of history can help us to better understand the world we live in, what we should do, and of the important of
going beyond just what we out to do." (Franklin Rausch)

"Ted Smith has given us something that heretofore has not existed, a very sophisticated philosophical and
theological reflection on John Brown and the question of divine violence. Smith not only analyzes the
shortcomings of ethical reasoning and moral vision locked within an immanent frame against the backdrop
of the complexity of John Brown, but he also explores the racial unconscious embedded in the American
political unconscious in ways both refreshing and convincing. This book teaches John Brown. It gives us a
John Brown restored to his preeminent place as a mirror of the dilemmas of an American world, a white
world that has forgotten we exist in God's world." (Willie James Jennings Duke University)

"This volume, [...], powerfully combines theology and political theory. Smith argues that contemporary
practical reasoning tries to justify or reject actions based on 'universalizable moral obligations that play out
within immanent networks or cause and effect' . . . [S]tudents of ethics or political theology will find some
challenging thought here . . . Recommended." (R. J. Meagher CHOICE)

From the Back Cover
"John Brown is perhaps the most polarizing figure in America's past, 'the stone in the historian's shoe,' as
scholars have acknowledged. Ted Smith's Weird John Brown removes the stone, as it were, and reframes the
debate. It examines Brown on Brown's own terms, from the perspective of political theology. A brilliantly
original and compelling book, it offers a new way to understand Brown, and its fresh insights on almost
every page resonate deeply in a post 9/11 world."--John Stauffer, Harvard University

"Ted Smith has given us something that heretofore has not existed, a very sophisticated philosophical and



theological reflection on John Brown and the question of divine violence. Smith not only analyzes the
shortcomings of ethical reasoning and moral vision locked within an immanent frame against the backdrop
of the complexity of John Brown, but he also explores the racial unconscious embedded in the American
political unconscious in ways both refreshing and convincing. This book teaches John Brown. It gives us a
John Brown restored to his preeminent place as a mirror of the dilemmas of an American world, a white
world that has forgotten we exist in God's world."--Willie James Jennings, Duke Univers

About the Author
Ted A. Smith is Associate Professor of Preaching and Ethics at Emory University. He is the author of The
New Measures: A Theological History of Democratic Practice.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Vogt:

The book Weird John Brown: Divine Violence and the Limits of Ethics (Encountering Traditions) can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we
leave a good thing like a book Weird John Brown: Divine Violence and the Limits of Ethics (Encountering
Traditions)? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give many data
for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you
take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Weird John Brown: Divine
Violence and the Limits of Ethics (Encountering Traditions) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has
great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is
very wonderful.

Alice Hill:

Weird John Brown: Divine Violence and the Limits of Ethics (Encountering Traditions) can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Weird John Brown: Divine Violence and the Limits of Ethics (Encountering
Traditions) yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into new
stage of crucial imagining.

Rebecca Stark:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
called of book Weird John Brown: Divine Violence and the Limits of Ethics (Encountering Traditions). You
can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and
make an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from
one destination for a other place.



Charlotte Lee:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around
the world. By book Weird John Brown: Divine Violence and the Limits of Ethics (Encountering Traditions)
we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read
a book. Only choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your
life with that book Weird John Brown: Divine Violence and the Limits of Ethics (Encountering Traditions).
You can more attractive than now.
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