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John Porter’s landmark study of social and ethnic inequality, The Vertical
Mosaic, became an instant classic when it was first published in 1965. A national
best seller that sold more than 100,000 copies, the book was the first major study
of Canada’s class structure and one of the foundational texts in Canadian
sociology. Sociologist Irving Louis Horowitz described it as “the sociological
study of present-day Canada.”

Fifty years later, the book retains vast significance both for its powerful critique
of social exclusivity in a country that prides itself on equality and diversity and
for its influence on generations of sociological researchers. The 50th Anniversary
Edition features new material which contextualizes the legacy of this important
book: a foreword by Porter’s colleague, Wallace Clement, and his biographer,
Rick Helmes-Hayes, and a new introductory essay by historian Jack Jedwab and
sociologist Vic Satzewich.
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Editorial Review

Review
“This book is a ‘must’ for those seeking to understand Canadian society, its inner workings and motivations
... None will read it without being stimulated and better informed about our society.” (Tommy Douglas The
Globe and Mail)

“The Vertical Mosaic is a milestone in Canadian intellectual history. Both academics and the general reading
public have waited a long time for this study to appear. They have not been disappointed. In both richness of
detail and rigour of analysis, it has few rivals.” (Martin Robin American Political Science Review)

“The Vertical Mosaic will be a touchstone for social studies in Canada.” (Robert Fulford Toronto Star)

“Porter has written a masterpiece of empirical sociology, and no one can be properly informed about the
structure of Canadian society until he has absorbed the contents of this monograph.” (New Society)

About the Author
John Porter (1921–1979), one of Canada’s leading sociologists, was a professor, dean, and academic vice-
president at Carleton University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Judith Smith:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Vertical Mosaic: An Analysis of
Social Class and Power in Canada, 50th Anniversary Edition. All type of book can you see on many options.
You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Laura Clark:

The Vertical Mosaic: An Analysis of Social Class and Power in Canada, 50th Anniversary Edition can be
one of your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing The Vertical Mosaic: An Analysis of Social Class and Power in Canada, 50th
Anniversary Edition although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into
fresh stage of crucial considering.



Sheri Combs:

The book untitled The Vertical Mosaic: An Analysis of Social Class and Power in Canada, 50th Anniversary
Edition contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The
language is very straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The
book was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of time of literary works.
You can easily read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the
book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official
web-site as well as order it. Have a nice study.

Jessica Harris:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for your
requirements is The Vertical Mosaic: An Analysis of Social Class and Power in Canada, 50th Anniversary
Edition this e-book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This specific book
was represented just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to
explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some research when he makes this book. That's why
this book ideal all of you.
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