
The Opium War: Drugs, Dreams, and the
Making of Modern China

By Julia Lovell

The Opium War: Drugs, Dreams, and the Making of Modern China By Julia
Lovell

An engaging, highly readable, character-driven account of the war that
transformed China, and which continues to loom large over modern Chinese
history.

In October 1839, a Windsor cabinet meeting votes to begin the first Opium War
against China. Bureaucratic fumbling, military missteps, and a healthy dose of
political opportunism and collaboration followed. Rich in tragicomedy, The
Opium War explores the disastrous British foreign-relations move that became a
founding myth of modern Chinese nationalism, and depicts China’s heroic
struggle against Western conspiracy. Julia Lovell examines the causes and
consequences of the Opium War, interweaving tales of the opium pushers and
dissidents. More importantly, she analyses how the Opium Wars shaped China's
self-image and created an enduring model for its interactions with the West,
plagued by delusion and prejudice.
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In October 1839, a Windsor cabinet meeting votes to begin the first Opium War against China. Bureaucratic
fumbling, military missteps, and a healthy dose of political opportunism and collaboration followed. Rich in
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Cooke:

The book The Opium War: Drugs, Dreams, and the Making of Modern China give you a sense of feeling
enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your
best friend when you getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a
book The Opium War: Drugs, Dreams, and the Making of Modern China for being your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or all
subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a publication The Opium War: Drugs, Dreams,
and the Making of Modern China. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Norman Eiland:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This The Opium War: Drugs, Dreams, and the Making of Modern China book is
readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
involving The Opium War: Drugs, Dreams, and the Making of Modern China content conveys prospect
easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it
just different as it. So , do you even now thinking The Opium War: Drugs, Dreams, and the Making of
Modern China is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

David Russell:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Opium War: Drugs, Dreams, and the Making of Modern China your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation that will maybe
you never get ahead of. The The Opium War: Drugs, Dreams, and the Making of Modern China giving you
another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your better life with
this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased
when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare
time activity?



Betty Hood:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book The Opium War: Drugs, Dreams, and the
Making of Modern China to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle
the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book and read
it. Beside that the e-book The Opium War: Drugs, Dreams, and the Making of Modern China can to be a
newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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