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The first in-depth study of the Freemasons during the Civil War
 
One of the enduring yet little examined themes in Civil War lore is the
widespread belief that on the field of battle and afterward, members of Masonic
lodges would give aid and comfort to wounded or captured enemy Masons, often
at great personal sacrifice and danger. This work is a deeply researched
examination of the recorded, practical effects of Freemasonry among Civil War
participants on both sides.
 
From first-person accounts culled from regimental histories, diaries, and letters,
Michael A. Halleran has constructed an overview of 19th-century American
freemasonry in general and Masonry in the armies of both North and South in
particular, and provided telling examples of how Masonic brotherhood worked in
practice. Halleran details the response of the fraternity to the crisis of secession
and war, and examines acts of assistance to enemies on the battlefield and in
POW camps.
 
The author examines carefully the major Masonic stories from the Civil War, in
particular the myth that Confederate Lewis A. Armistead made the Masonic sign
of distress as he lay dying at the high-water mark of Pickett’s charge at
Gettysburg.
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Editorial Review

Review

“The Better Angels of Our Nature accomplishes what few books about Freemasons are able to do: it explores
the legends and long-told tall tales of the fraternity in an academic fashion, with both dispassionate analysis
of the facts, and an obvious passion for the subject. Personal accounts from the Civil War have the effect of
personalizing the experience, instead of being able to hold it at a polite distance, perhaps because it was the
first war that had, not just commanders, but so many enlisted men educated enough to write letters and
diaries. Along the way, Michael shatters several longstanding and cherished Masonic fables, but he
reinforces and illuminates far more than he buries. The result is a strong affirmation of the bond between
warring Masonic brethren, in the war that brought more of them together on opposing sides than any in our
history.”--Christopher L. Hodapp, Editor, Journal of the Masonic Society

“Michael Halleran has set a new, high standard for scholarship on Freemasonry in the Civil War. His stories
are compelling, the research is impeccable, and his analysis gives fresh insights on the “mystic tie” of the
fraternity.”— S. Brent Morris, Ph.D.,  Managing Editor, Scottish Rite Journal 

“Through impressive documentation, Halleran proves Masonic membership (which was high on both sides)
frequently altered individuals' actions dramatically within their own army and in their treatment of the
enemy. A valuable contribution to both Civil War history and the history of the Masonic lodge.
Recommended”--CHOICE

“Tales of Masonic brothers helping each other, even across battle lines, have long been part of Civil War
lore. Michael Halleran’s wonderful study reveals the history behind these mythical stories. He discovers a
surprising number of these accounts, subjects them to careful analysis, and shows how much Masonic
fraternity made a difference in the experiences of Civil War soldiers.”— Steven C. Bullock, Ph.D., Worcester
Polytechnic Institute

About the Author

Michael A. Halleran is a freelance writer and a practicing attorney in the Flint Hills of East-Central Kansas.
A lecturer at Emporia State University, he is also an active Freemason, belonging to both Emporia Lodge
No. 12, A.F.& A.M., and  Mount Zion Lodge No. 266  A.F.& A.M.,Topeka, Kansas.
 
Halleran received the Mackey Award for Excellence in Masonic Scholarship by the Scottish Rite Research
Society for his article on Civil War Freemasonry in that society’s journal: Heredom, vol. 14 (2006). In
addition, he is the author of a regular column for The Scottish Rite Journal.
 
He is a member of the Quatuor Coronati Correspondence Circle, and the Scottish Rite Research Society
where he studies American military Masonry and the traditions of military lodges worldwide.
 



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tyrell Gutierrez:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed The
Better Angels of Our Nature: Freemasonry in the American Civil War? Maybe it is to be best activity for
you. You know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do
you agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Gregory Mackenzie:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of The Better Angels of Our Nature:
Freemasonry in the American Civil War book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book
is greater than just a book.

Georgia Lopez:

The Better Angels of Our Nature: Freemasonry in the American Civil War can be one of your basic books
that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that
could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
The Better Angels of Our Nature: Freemasonry in the American Civil War although doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one
among it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Jacqueline Gore:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book The Better Angels of Our Nature:
Freemasonry in the American Civil War to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy
you just read it and mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion
for you to like to start a book and read it. Beside that the publication The Better Angels of Our Nature:
Freemasonry in the American Civil War can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of the time.
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