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The ancient Near East is known as the "cradle of civilization"--and for good
reason. Mesopotamia, Syria, and Anatolia were home to an extraordinarily rich
and successful culture. Indeed, it was a time and place of earth-shaking changes
for humankind: the beginnings of writing and law, kingship and bureaucracy,
diplomacy and state-sponsored warfare, mathematics and literature.

This Very Short Introduction offers a fascinating account of this momentous time
in human history. The three thousand years covered here--from around 3500
BCE, with the founding of the first Mesopotamian cities, to the conquest of the
Near East by the Persian king Cyrus the Great in 539 BCE-represent a period of
incredible innovation, from the invention of the wheel and the plow, to early
achievements in astronomy, law, and diplomacy. As historian Amanda Podany
explores this era, she overturns the popular image of the ancient world as a
primitive, violent place. We discover that women had many rights and freedoms:
they could own property, run businesses, and represent themselves in court.
Diplomats traveled between the capital cities of major powers ensuring peace and
friendship between the kings. Scribes and scholars studied the stars and could
predict eclipses and the movements of the planets.

Every chapter introduces the reader to a particular moment in ancient Near
Eastern history, illuminating such aspects as trade, religion, diplomacy, law,
warfare, kingship, and agriculture. Each discussion focuses on evidence provided
in two or three cuneiform texts from that time. These documents, the cities in
which they were found, the people and gods named in them, the events they
recount or reflect, all provide vivid testimony of the era in which they were
written.

About the Series:
Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions
to a wide range of subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics,
Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the Bible. Not simply a textbook
of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--yet
always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given
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discipline or field. Every Very Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of
the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has developed and how it
has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major
academic discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference
library. Whatever the area of study that one deems important or appealing,
whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short Introductions
series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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The ancient Near East is known as the "cradle of civilization"--and for good reason. Mesopotamia, Syria, and
Anatolia were home to an extraordinarily rich and successful culture. Indeed, it was a time and place of
earth-shaking changes for humankind: the beginnings of writing and law, kingship and bureaucracy,
diplomacy and state-sponsored warfare, mathematics and literature.

This Very Short Introduction offers a fascinating account of this momentous time in human history. The
three thousand years covered here--from around 3500 BCE, with the founding of the first Mesopotamian
cities, to the conquest of the Near East by the Persian king Cyrus the Great in 539 BCE-represent a period of
incredible innovation, from the invention of the wheel and the plow, to early achievements in astronomy,
law, and diplomacy. As historian Amanda Podany explores this era, she overturns the popular image of the
ancient world as a primitive, violent place. We discover that women had many rights and freedoms: they
could own property, run businesses, and represent themselves in court. Diplomats traveled between the
capital cities of major powers ensuring peace and friendship between the kings. Scribes and scholars studied
the stars and could predict eclipses and the movements of the planets.

Every chapter introduces the reader to a particular moment in ancient Near Eastern history, illuminating such
aspects as trade, religion, diplomacy, law, warfare, kingship, and agriculture. Each discussion focuses on
evidence provided in two or three cuneiform texts from that time. These documents, the cities in which they
were found, the people and gods named in them, the events they recount or reflect, all provide vivid
testimony of the era in which they were written.

About the Series:
Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions to a wide range of
subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the
Bible. Not simply a textbook of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--
yet always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given discipline or field. Every Very
Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has
developed and how it has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major academic
discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that
one deems important or appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short
Introductions series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A lively, appealing, and highly recommended introduction to the Bronze and early Iron Age Near East."
-Journal of the American Oriental Society

About the Author

Amanda H. Podany is Professor and Chair of History at California State Polytechnic University, Pomona.
She is the author of the award-winning book Brotherhood of Kings: How International Relations Shaped the
Ancient Near East as well as a number of other books and articles on topics in ancient Near Eastern history.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kathy Wilson:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible The Ancient Near
East: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before.
Do you agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Karen Jude:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Ancient Near East:
A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). All type of book could you see on many methods.
You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Eduardo Ford:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot
of new data. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of many



ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
The Ancient Near East: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions), you can tells your family,
friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading
a e-book.

Stacia Cobb:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that.
What you should do is just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the
list of books in the top record in your reading list is definitely The Ancient Near East: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer
in turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.
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