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In Self-Made Men, Henry Rubin explores the production of male identities in the
lives of twenty-two FTM transsexuals--people who have changed their sex from
female to male. The author relates the compelling personal narratives of his
subjects to the historical emergence of FTM as an identity category.

In the interviews that form the heart of the book, the FTMs speak about their
struggles to define themselves and their diverse experiences, from the pressures
of gender conformity in adolescence to being mistaken for "butch lesbians," from
hormone treatments and surgeries to relationships with families, partners, and
acquaintances. Their stories of feeling betrayed by their bodies and of undergoing
a "second puberty" are vivid and thought-provoking. Throughout the interviews,
the subjects' claims to having "core male identities" are remarkably consistent
and thus challenge anti-essentialist assumptions in current theories of gender,
embodiment, and identity.

Rubin uses two key methods to analyze and interpret his findings. Adapting
Foucault's notions of genealogy, he highlights the social construction of gender
categories and identities. His account of the history of endocrinology and medical
technologies for transforming bodies demonstrates that the "family resemblance"
between transsexuals and intersexuals was a necessary postulate for medical
intervention into the lives of the emerging FTMs. The book also explores the
historical emergence of the category of FTM transsexual as distinguished from
the category of lesbian woman and the resultant "border disputes" over identity
between the two groups. Rubin complements this approach with
phenomenological concepts that stress the importance of lived experience and the
individual's capacity for knowledge and action.

An important contribution to several fields, including sociology of the body,
gender and masculinity, human development, and the history of science, Self-
Made Me will be of interest to anyone who has seriously pondered what it means
to be a man and how men become men.
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In Self-Made Men, Henry Rubin explores the production of male identities in the lives of twenty-two FTM
transsexuals--people who have changed their sex from female to male. The author relates the compelling
personal narratives of his subjects to the historical emergence of FTM as an identity category.

In the interviews that form the heart of the book, the FTMs speak about their struggles to define themselves
and their diverse experiences, from the pressures of gender conformity in adolescence to being mistaken for
"butch lesbians," from hormone treatments and surgeries to relationships with families, partners, and
acquaintances. Their stories of feeling betrayed by their bodies and of undergoing a "second puberty" are
vivid and thought-provoking. Throughout the interviews, the subjects' claims to having "core male identities"
are remarkably consistent and thus challenge anti-essentialist assumptions in current theories of gender,
embodiment, and identity.

Rubin uses two key methods to analyze and interpret his findings. Adapting Foucault's notions of genealogy,
he highlights the social construction of gender categories and identities. His account of the history of
endocrinology and medical technologies for transforming bodies demonstrates that the "family resemblance"
between transsexuals and intersexuals was a necessary postulate for medical intervention into the lives of the
emerging FTMs. The book also explores the historical emergence of the category of FTM transsexual as
distinguished from the category of lesbian woman and the resultant "border disputes" over identity between
the two groups. Rubin complements this approach with phenomenological concepts that stress the
importance of lived experience and the individual's capacity for knowledge and action.

An important contribution to several fields, including sociology of the body, gender and masculinity, human
development, and the history of science, Self-Made Me will be of interest to anyone who has seriously
pondered what it means to be a man and how men become men.

Self-Made Men: Identity and Embodiment among Transsexual Men By Henry Rubin Bibliography

Sales Rank: #1304740 in Books●

Brand: Brand: Vanderbilt University Press●

Published on: 2003-06-01●

Original language: English●

Number of items: 1●

Dimensions: 9.24" h x .61" w x 5.90" l, .83 pounds●

Binding: Paperback●

224 pages●

 Download Self-Made Men: Identity and Embodiment among Trans ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0826514359
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0826514359
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0826514359
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0826514359


 Read Online Self-Made Men: Identity and Embodiment among Tra ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0826514359
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0826514359
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0826514359
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0826514359


Download and Read Free Online Self-Made Men: Identity and Embodiment among Transsexual Men
By Henry Rubin

Editorial Review

Review
. . . readers of Self-Made Men will gain a thorough understanding of many of the theoretical challenges
surrounding transsexual identity, embodiment, and politics.
--Feminist Collections

Henry Rubin has written a fascinating, vivid, and intellectually important book. This is the best contribution
in years to the understanding of 'transsexuals' and gender transitions. Rubin combines contemporary life-
history interviews, historical documents, and several schools of theory to create a strikingly original
interpretation of the nature and history of transgender identities. Written with clarity and passion, this is a
book that should be read (and will be enjoyed) by everyone who wants to understand contemporary gender
issues.
--R. W. Connell

About the Author
Henry Rubin is a visiting assistant professor in the Department of Sociology and Anthropology at Tufts
University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Williams:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Self-Made Men: Identity and Embodiment
among Transsexual Men book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Patricia Carter:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the data
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their ability in writing,
they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this Self-Made Men: Identity and
Embodiment among Transsexual Men.



James Scott:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is Self-Made Men: Identity and Embodiment among Transsexual Men this
book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented how
do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically
the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book suited all of you.

Diane Welton:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Self-Made Men:
Identity and Embodiment among Transsexual Men which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's view.
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