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Think you know the real story behind the Greek myths? Think again. Most
people only know what Zeus wants them to. But the truth is, Zeus is a total myth-
o-maniac. Hades, King of the Underworld, is here to set the record straight on
how he ended up as Ruler of the Underworld and Zeus became King of the Gods.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
McMullan (I Stink!) presents a playful take on fractured Greek myths in this first installment of the Myth-O-
Mania series. Narrator Hades accuses his younger brother, Zeus, of being a "myth-o-maniac (That's old-
Greek-speak for 'liar.')" and here "[sets] the record straight." He explains how he and Zeus, along with their
siblings Hera, Poseidon, Hestia and Demeter, move into the Mount Olympus palace of their Titan father and
"Ruler of the Universe," Cronus, whom they presumed dead. But when Cronus and his warriors storm the
mount to regain control, the young gods challenge them to a series of games the prize: Mount Olympus.
With the help of their uncles (including the Cyclopes) the crew defeats Cronus to win the Olympic games.
Hades characterizes Zeus as dimwitted and cowardly (and even less athletic). Other fun twists abound:
Hades describes how he plots to usurp a "Bucket o'Bolts" from the lava-spitting monster, Typhon, which
comes into Zeus's possession hence the legendary thunderbolts that Zeus hurls from the heavens. How does
Hades end up, well, you know? The siblings play a game of poker to determine the new CEO (Chairgod of
Everybody on Olympus), Zeus cheats to claim the title, and Hades then proclaims himself Ruler of the
Underworld. McMullan's pun-filled narrative brims with clever myths of her own and sheds wry light on
classic lore; and there's more the second episode, Phone Home, Persephone! is due out simultaneously. Ages
8-12.
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 4-7-Beginning with sibling rivalry in the stomach of Cronus and concluding with Hades's one-way
trip to the underworld, McMullan describes all sorts of adventures among the quirky pantheon. Full of puns
and other wordplay, the narrative romps along as Hades tells a self-centered "true" story of how the gods and
goddesses came to take their roles. As with any parody, full enjoyment requires a basic understanding of the
traditional tales. This book, the first in a proposed series, could be a boon to teachers seeking to enliven the
study of myths.
Pat Leach, Lincoln City Libraries, NE
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Gr. 3-6. The first book in the new Myth-O-Mania series hilariously relates the story of the rise of the Greek
gods, using Hades, the ruler of the underworld, as her narrator. As Hades sees things, Greek myths as they
are known today sprang from the viewpoint of Zeus, Hades' younger brother and ruler of the universe, who is
actually a prevaricating, cowardly braggart. Speaking in contemporary vernacular, Hades tells "the truth"
about what happened, including the birth of the gods and the overthrow of their father, Cronus, leader of the
Titans; the first Olympic games; and the division of world rule (Poseidon rules the sea; Hades, the
underworld; etc.). Hades' slang and irreverence will engender lots of laughs from those who know the "real
stories," and McMullan has managed to work in quite a bit of information about Greek mythology. Kids who
find tales in their more familiar versions not to their liking might be encouraged to read McMullan's spunkier
version, then go back to learn more. Diane Foote
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Sylvia Cunningham:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve. Book
has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Have a Hot Time, Hades! (Myth-O-Mania Book 1) will
make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about anything. But
some of you think in which open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could
be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book with you?

Charles Holland:

The book Have a Hot Time, Hades! (Myth-O-Mania Book 1) can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book Have a Hot Time, Hades!
(Myth-O-Mania Book 1)? A number of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can
give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details
that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Have a Hot Time,
Hades! (Myth-O-Mania Book 1) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you.
You can look the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Joyce Washington:

Often the book Have a Hot Time, Hades! (Myth-O-Mania Book 1) has a lot info on it. So when you check
out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal
makes some research before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can find the point
easily after scanning this book.

Terrance Bartholomew:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that
need more time to be study. Have a Hot Time, Hades! (Myth-O-Mania Book 1) can be your answer since it
can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.
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