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A group of renowned sociological theorists analyze why the attempts to make
sociological theory formal in the 1960s and early 1970s failed. This becomes not
only an unusual and interesting analysis in the sociology of knowledge, but
several of the articles move to the level of analyzing the entire discipline,
explaining why positivism did not take hold and what are the distinctive
characteristics of sociology as a discipline. Anyone interested in sociology as a
discipline and more specifically sociological theory will find interesting
analytical models.
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Editorial Review

Review
This volume exhibits the best current writing by some of the best scholars in sociology, including most all of
the best formal theorists. Kenneth D. Bailey, University of California, Los Angeles
Every sociologist should read this book, not only to understand the crisis in theory that is being talked about
today but, more importantly, as a challenge for their own research. Given the stature of the authors included
in the book and the articulation of the major debates, this volume represents the best overview of where
theory in sociology is today. While many of the authors have expressed their views in their own books and
articles, I know of nowhere else where these ideas are collected in one source. Helen Rose Ebaugh,
University of Houston"

"This volume exhibits the best current writing by some of the best scholars in sociology, including most all
of the best formal theorists." -- Kenneth D. Bailey, University of California, Los Angeles
"Every sociologist should read this book, not only to understand the 'crisis in theory' that is being talked
about today but, more importantly, as a challenge for their own research. Given the stature of the authors
included in the book and the articulation of the major debates, this volume represents the best overview of
where theory in sociology is today. While many of the authors have expressed their views in their own books
and articles, I know of nowhere else where these ideas are collected in one source." -- Helen Rose Ebaugh,
University of Houston
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joyce Murphy:

This Formal Theory in Sociology: Opportunity or Pitfall? (SUNY Series on the New In (Suny Series, the
Margins of Literature) is great reserve for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you
who also always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it
information accurately using great organize word or we can say no rambling sentences in it. So if you are
read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight
forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Formal
Theory in Sociology: Opportunity or Pitfall? (SUNY Series on the New In (Suny Series, the Margins of
Literature) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say
that no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that.
So , this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?



Ryan Parker:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Formal Theory in Sociology: Opportunity or Pitfall? (SUNY Series on the New In (Suny Series,
the Margins of Literature) provide you with a new experience in reading a book.

Lauren Zavala:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Formal Theory in Sociology: Opportunity
or Pitfall? (SUNY Series on the New In (Suny Series, the Margins of Literature) as well as others sources
were given understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel want to read more and
more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them
to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Formal Theory in
Sociology: Opportunity or Pitfall? (SUNY Series on the New In (Suny Series, the Margins of Literature) to
make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Marge Lee:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And
you know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something
by book. Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Formal
Theory in Sociology: Opportunity or Pitfall? (SUNY Series on the New In (Suny Series, the Margins of
Literature).
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