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Computer: A History of the Information Machine traces the history of the
computer and shows how business and government were the first to explore its
unlimited, information-processing potential. Old-fashioned entrepreneurship
combined with scientific know-how inspired now famous computer engineers to
create the technology that became IBM. Wartime needs drove the giant ENIAC,
the first fully electronic computer. Later, the PC enabled modes of computing
that liberated people from room-sized, mainframe computers.

This third edition provides updated analysis on software and computer
networking, including new material on the programming profession, social
networking, and mobile computing. It expands its focus on the IT industry with
fresh discussion on the rise of Google and Facebook as well as how powerful
applications are changing the way we work, consume, learn, and socialize.
Computer is an insightful look at the pace of technological advancement and the
seamless way computers are integrated into the modern world. Through
comprehensive history and accessible writing, Computer is perfect for courses on
computer history, technology history, and information and society, as well as a
range of courses in the fields of computer science, communications, sociology,
and management.
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fashioned entrepreneurship combined with scientific know-how inspired now famous computer engineers to
create the technology that became IBM. Wartime needs drove the giant ENIAC, the first fully electronic
computer. Later, the PC enabled modes of computing that liberated people from room-sized, mainframe
computers.

This third edition provides updated analysis on software and computer networking, including new material
on the programming profession, social networking, and mobile computing. It expands its focus on the IT
industry with fresh discussion on the rise of Google and Facebook as well as how powerful applications are
changing the way we work, consume, learn, and socialize. Computer is an insightful look at the pace of
technological advancement and the seamless way computers are integrated into the modern world. Through
comprehensive history and accessible writing, Computer is perfect for courses on computer history,
technology history, and information and society, as well as a range of courses in the fields of computer
science, communications, sociology, and management.
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Editorial Review

Review
"I strongly recommend to you the third edition of Computer; it is simultaneously a thorough, accurate, and
highly readable history of the evolution of the computer and its impact on all aspects of our society. I am an
old guy, having written my first computer program over 50 years ago, and I have personally known many of
the people mentioned in the book so I can attest to the accuracy of the events described."
—Bill Wulf, University of Virginia

Praise for Prior Editions:

"Terrific! This is the best general history of computing yet written, by two of the field's most prominent
historians. Computer is comprehensive, engaging, and a pleasure to read. Aspray and Campbell-Kelley paint
the big picture of the information revolution that is affecting all of our lives."
—David A. Mindell, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and author of Between Human and
Machine: Feedback, Control, and Computing Before Cybernetics

“This book is a splendid account of the history of computing machines. From Jacquard's punch card loom to
today's Dick Tracy-like Internet connectors, the book provides a wealth of fascinating historical and
technological information, especially for first-time readers. Highly recommended.” —Choice

"A welcome update to the classic text on the history of the computer—sure to extend its relevance to a new
generation of students and scholars."
—David Mindell, MIT, author of Digital Apollo: Human and Machine in Spaceflight

"This authoritative yet accessible history of computing improves with each edition. This latest version
provides enhanced coverage of recent developments such as the Internet, while sharpening and deepening its
treatment of earlier events. A balanced, reliable account that holds interest for specialists and provides a
ready entry into the topic for students, professionals, and general readers."
—Steven W. Usselman, Georgia Institute of Technology

From the Back Cover
"A welcome update to the classic text on the history of the computersure to extend its relevance to a new
generation of students and scholars."
David Mindell, MIT, author of "Digital Apollo: Human and Machine in Spaceflight"
"This authoritative yet accessible history of computing improves with each edition. This latest version
provides enhanced coverage of recent developments such as the Internet, while sharpening and deepening its
treatment of earlier events. A balanced, reliable account that holds interest for specialists and provides a
ready entry into the topic for students, professionals, and general readers."
Steven W. Usselman, Georgia Institute of Technology
"Computer: A History of the Information Machine" traces the history of the computer and shows how
business and government were the first to explore its unlimited, information-processing potential. Old-



fashioned entrepreneurship combined with scientific know-how inspired now famous computer engineers to
create the technology that became IBM. Wartime needs drove the giant ENIAC, the first fully electronic
computer. Later, the PC enabled modes of computing that liberated people from room-sized, mainframe
computers.
This third edition provides updated analysis on software and computer networking, including new material
on the programming profession, social networking, and mobile computing. It expands its focus on the IT
industry with fresh discussion on the rise of Google and Facebook as well as how powerful applications are
changing the way we work, consume, learn, and socialize. "Computer" is an insightful look at the pace of
technological advancement and the seamless way computers are integrated into the modern world. Through
comprehensive history and accessible writing, "Computer" is perfect for courses on computer history,
technology history, and information and society, as well as a range of courses in the fields of computer
science, communications, sociology, and management.
Martin Campbell-Kelly is emeritus professor of computer science at University of Warwick.
William Aspray is Bill and Lewis Suit Professor of Information Technologies at University of Texas at
Austin.
Nathan Ensmenger is associate professor in the School of Informatics and Computing at Indiana University
Bloomington.
Jeffrey R. Yost is associate director of the Charles Babbage Institute and faculty member in the History of
Science, Technology, and Medicine at the University of Minnesota."

About the Author
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William Aspray is Bill and Lewis Suit Professor of Information Technologies at University of Texas at
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jackie Peters:

The book Computer: A History of the Information Machine (The Sloan Technology Series) give you a sense
of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for
being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
examining a book Computer: A History of the Information Machine (The Sloan Technology Series) to get
your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about
many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read a publication Computer: A
History of the Information Machine (The Sloan Technology Series). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?



Danielle Hawkins:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Computer: A History of the
Information Machine (The Sloan Technology Series). All type of book could you see on many resources.
You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Elaine Sitz:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Computer: A History of the
Information Machine (The Sloan Technology Series) publication written by well-known writer whose to say
well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then
you still skepticism Computer: A History of the Information Machine (The Sloan Technology Series) as
good book not just by the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by
its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Blanche Jackson:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When
you study a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and
also soon. The Computer: A History of the Information Machine (The Sloan Technology Series) provide you
with new experience in reading through a book.
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