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How activists and minority communities use media to facilitate social change
and achieve cultural citizenship. 
 
Among the most well-known YouTubers are a cadre of talented Asian American
performers, including comedian Ryan Higa and makeup artist Michelle Phan. Yet
beneath the sheen of these online success stories lies a problem—Asian
Americans remain sorely underrepresented in mainstream film and television.
When they do appear on screen, they are often relegated to demeaning
stereotypes such as the comical foreigner, the sexy girlfriend, or the martial arts
villain.           
 
The story that remains untold is that as long as these inequities have existed,
Asian Americans have been fighting back—joining together to protest offensive
imagery, support Asian American actors and industry workers, and make their
voices heard. Providing a cultural history and ethnography, Asian American
Media Activism assesses everything from grassroots collectives in the 1970s up
to contemporary engagements by fan groups, advertising agencies, and users on
YouTube and Twitter. In linking these different forms of activism, Lori Kido
Lopez investigates how Asian American media activism takes place and
evaluates what kinds of interventions are most effective. Ultimately, Lopez finds
that activists must be understood as fighting for cultural citizenship, a deeper
sense of belonging and acceptance within a nation that has long rejected them. 
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How activists and minority communities use media to facilitate social change and achieve cultural
citizenship. 
 
Among the most well-known YouTubers are a cadre of talented Asian American performers, including
comedian Ryan Higa and makeup artist Michelle Phan. Yet beneath the sheen of these online success stories
lies a problem—Asian Americans remain sorely underrepresented in mainstream film and television. When
they do appear on screen, they are often relegated to demeaning stereotypes such as the comical foreigner,
the sexy girlfriend, or the martial arts villain.           
 
The story that remains untold is that as long as these inequities have existed, Asian Americans have been
fighting back—joining together to protest offensive imagery, support Asian American actors and industry
workers, and make their voices heard. Providing a cultural history and ethnography, Asian American Media
Activism assesses everything from grassroots collectives in the 1970s up to contemporary engagements by
fan groups, advertising agencies, and users on YouTube and Twitter. In linking these different forms of
activism, Lori Kido Lopez investigates how Asian American media activism takes place and evaluates what
kinds of interventions are most effective. Ultimately, Lopez finds that activists must be understood as
fighting for cultural citizenship, a deeper sense of belonging and acceptance within a nation that has long
rejected them. 
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Editorial Review

Review
“Original and provocative, this book is a revelation, making a sorely needed intervention in the fields of
media studies, social movement studies, ethnic studies, and American studies.  Well written and deftly
researched, Asian American Media Activism pushes our understanding of how ethnic groups are fighting for
improved representation and enacting cultural citizenship on a daily basis within the realm of mediated
popular culture.”-Mary Beltrán,author of Latina/o Stars in U.S. Eyes and co-editor of Mixed Race Hollywood

“Moving beyond issues of representation of Asians in mainstream media, Lopez leads us through a
fascinating debate, focusing on how Asian American audiences participate as cultural citizens and active
consumers of mainstream and minority media. Provocative and persuasive, this book provides a nuanced
understanding of the strengths and limitations of these forms of advocacy.”-Peter X Feng,author of Identities
in Motion: Asian American Film and Video

" This is an absolutely remarkable book. It is meticulously researched and very carefully argued.”-Choice
Connect

About the Author
Lori Kido Lopez is Assistant Professor of Media and Cultural Studies in the Communication Arts
Department and an affiliate of the Asian American Studies and Gender and Women’s Studies Departments at
the University of Wisconsin-Madison.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anthony Anderson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Asian American Media Activism: Fighting for Cultural Citizenship (Critical
Cultural Communication). Try to stumble through book Asian American Media Activism: Fighting for
Cultural Citizenship (Critical Cultural Communication) as your good friend. It means that it can for being
your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every thing by
the book. So , we need to make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Jerry Gunnell:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't desire do
that. You must know how great along with important the book Asian American Media Activism: Fighting for
Cultural Citizenship (Critical Cultural Communication). All type of book is it possible to see on many



solutions. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Leslie Mickle:

The experience that you get from Asian American Media Activism: Fighting for Cultural Citizenship
(Critical Cultural Communication) will be the more deep you excavating the information that hide into the
words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Asian
American Media Activism: Fighting for Cultural Citizenship (Critical Cultural Communication) giving you
buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone
who read the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This particular book also makes
your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of Asian American Media Activism: Fighting
for Cultural Citizenship (Critical Cultural Communication) instantly.

Bonnie Pace:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and Asian American Media Activism:
Fighting for Cultural Citizenship (Critical Cultural Communication) or maybe others sources were given
expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more.
Science guide was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put
their knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any other book likes Asian American Media
Activism: Fighting for Cultural Citizenship (Critical Cultural Communication) to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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