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Iran's Revolutionary Guards are one of the most important forces in the Middle
East today. As the appointed defender of Iran's revolution, the Guards have
evolved into a pillar of the Islamic Republic and the spearhead of its influence.
Their sway has spread across the Middle East, where the Guards have overseen
loyalist support to Bashar al-Assad in Syria and been a staunch backer in Iraq's
war against ISIS-bringing its own troops, Lebanon's Hezbollah, and Shiite
militias to the fight. Links to terrorism, human rights abuses, and the suppression
of popular democracy have shrouded the Revolutionary Guards in controversy.

In spite of their prominence, the Guards remain poorly understood to outside
observers. In Vanguard of the Imam, Afshon Ostovar has written the first
comprehensive history of the organization. Situating the rise of the Guards in the
larger contexts of Shiite Islam, modern Iranian history, and international affairs,
Ostovar takes a multifaceted approach in demystifying the organization and
detailing its evolution since 1979. Politics, power, and religion collide in this
story, wherein the Revolutionary Guards transform from a rag-tag militia
established in the midst of revolutionary upheaval into a military and covert force
with a global reach.

The Guards have been fundamental to the success of the Islamic revolution. The
symbiotic relationship between them and Iran's clerical rulers underpins the
regime's nearly unshakeable system of power. The Guards have used their
privileged position at home to export Iran's revolution beyond its borders,
establishing client armies in their image and extending Iran's strategic footprint in
the process. Ostovar tenaciously documents the Guards' transformation into a
power-player and explores why the group matters now more than ever to regional
and global affairs. The book simultaneously serves as a history of modern Iran,
and provides a crucial and engrossing entryway into the complex world of war,
politics, and identity in the Middle East.
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Iran's Revolutionary Guards are one of the most important forces in the Middle East today. As the appointed
defender of Iran's revolution, the Guards have evolved into a pillar of the Islamic Republic and the spearhead
of its influence. Their sway has spread across the Middle East, where the Guards have overseen loyalist
support to Bashar al-Assad in Syria and been a staunch backer in Iraq's war against ISIS-bringing its own
troops, Lebanon's Hezbollah, and Shiite militias to the fight. Links to terrorism, human rights abuses, and the
suppression of popular democracy have shrouded the Revolutionary Guards in controversy.

In spite of their prominence, the Guards remain poorly understood to outside observers. In Vanguard of the
Imam, Afshon Ostovar has written the first comprehensive history of the organization. Situating the rise of
the Guards in the larger contexts of Shiite Islam, modern Iranian history, and international affairs, Ostovar
takes a multifaceted approach in demystifying the organization and detailing its evolution since 1979.
Politics, power, and religion collide in this story, wherein the Revolutionary Guards transform from a rag-tag
militia established in the midst of revolutionary upheaval into a military and covert force with a global reach.

The Guards have been fundamental to the success of the Islamic revolution. The symbiotic relationship
between them and Iran's clerical rulers underpins the regime's nearly unshakeable system of power. The
Guards have used their privileged position at home to export Iran's revolution beyond its borders,
establishing client armies in their image and extending Iran's strategic footprint in the process. Ostovar
tenaciously documents the Guards' transformation into a power-player and explores why the group matters
now more than ever to regional and global affairs. The book simultaneously serves as a history of modern
Iran, and provides a crucial and engrossing entryway into the complex world of war, politics, and identity in
the Middle East.
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Editorial Review

Review

"When at home or abroad, the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps is the tip of Iran's revolutionary spear.
Ostovar offers a detailed, nuanced, and definitive guide." 
--Daniel Byman, Senior Fellow, Center for Middle East Policy, Brookings Institution
"Ostovar's must-read book is the first study of the Iranian Revolutionary Guards that deals not only with their
military and security dimension but also with the social and cultural history of the organization. It is a
brilliant and unique achievement."
--Juan Cole, Director, Center for Middle Eastern and North African Studies, 
    University of Michigan
"This is a book that will appeal both to scholars and students of contemporary Iran, and journalists and
specialists, and to the literate wider public--an excellent book that deserves to be widely read and pondered."
--Michael Axworthy, author of Revolutionary Iran

About the Author

Afshon Ostovar is a Senior Analyst at the Center for Strategic Studies at CNA, and has joined the Naval
Postgraduate School as an Assistant Professor of National Security Affairs. He lives in the Washington, DC
area.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bobbi Wilkinson:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The Vanguard of the Imam: Religion, Politics, and Iran's Revolutionary Guards will give you new
experience in studying a book.

Michael Garcia:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Vanguard of the Imam:
Religion, Politics, and Iran's Revolutionary Guards is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in
the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you
can buy the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart
phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.



Teresa Hanson:

Beside this Vanguard of the Imam: Religion, Politics, and Iran's Revolutionary Guards in your phone, it
could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you
may got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
town. It is good thing to have Vanguard of the Imam: Religion, Politics, and Iran's Revolutionary Guards
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what
it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from now!

Laura Bradberry:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the
top list in your reading list is actually Vanguard of the Imam: Religion, Politics, and Iran's Revolutionary
Guards. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious
person. By looking right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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