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The eighth edition of this successful textbook provides a student-friendly
assessment of the key substantive areas of social policy and the context and
processes which surround their development.

Written to engage students across the health and social sciences as well as those●

studying social policy as a main subject
Features a greater emphasis on key principles, themes, and issues, an overview●

of recent policy changes, broader coverage of the historical and global context,
and new chapters on social care for adults and on education and children
Uses case studies and other text box material to illustrate the contents of each●

chapter
Provides an accessible introduction to key areas of policy while inviting readers●

to consider these in historical, social, and comparative context
Investigates current constitutional changes and their potential impact upon●

social policy
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Editorial Review

Review
"The revisions made to the new edition do more than merely update the text, instead adding a significant new
dimension to it. They ensure that the book speaks to the latest intellectual developments as well as the latest
policy developments, refreshing its scope and outlook as well as its empirical content. In short, they have
strengthened still further an excellent text." John Hudson, University of York

From the Back Cover
In the eighth edition of this highly successful text, the authors seek to develop readers’ appreciation of the
key substantive areas of social policy but also the context and processes which surround their development.

With case studies reviewing contemporary topics and examples, new chapters, and a greater emphasis on key
principles, themes, and issues within the policy areas, this revised and updated edition combines an
assessment of the breadth of social policy study and considers policy changes since the previous edition.

Written for people who have had no previous training in the social sciences, with the needs of social
workers, nurses, health visitors, and other social policy ‘practitioners’ very much in mind, as well as those
studying social policy, the eighth edition of Understanding Social Policy brings a classic textbook right up to
date.

About the Author
Michael Hill is Emeritus Professor of Social Policy at the University of Newcastle upon Tyne and Visiting
Professor at Queen Mary College, University of London and the University of Brighton. He is the author of
numerous books on Social Policy and the study of policy processes.

Zoë Irving is lecturer in Comparative Social Policy at the University of Sheffield. She is co-editor of Policy
Reconsidered, Meanings Politics and Practices (2007) and has published in the areas of gender and
employment and learning and teaching Social Policy.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Susan Parker:

The actual book Understanding Social Policy will bring that you the new experience of reading any book.
The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this book
very acceptable to you. The book Understanding Social Policy is much recommended to you to study. You
can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Hubert Drummond:

Precisely why? Because this Understanding Social Policy is an unordinary book that the inside of the book
waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was



fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
rewards than the other book include such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Joyce Murphy:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Understanding Social Policy,
you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type
is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Thomas Moss:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Understanding Social Policy why because the fantastic
cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is actually
fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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