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Don Giovanni was once the wealthiest and handsomest young man in Messina.
Then atidal wave changed everything. When awell-dressed stranger offershim a
magical purse, he knows he shouldn't take it. Only the devil would offer adeal
like this, and only afool would accept.

Don Giovanni isho fool, but he is desperate. He takes the bet: he will not bathe
for 3 years, 3 months, and 3 days. Beauty isasmall priceto pay for worldly
wealth, isn't it? Unless he loses the wager?and with it his soul.

Set against the stunning backdrop of ancient Sicily, Donna Jo Napoli's new novel
is a powerful tale about discovering what truly matters most.
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Don Giovanni was once the wealthiest and handsomest young man in Messina. Then atidal wave changed
everything. When awell-dressed stranger offers him amagical purse, he knows he shouldn't take it. Only the
devil would offer adeal likethis, and only afool would accept.

Don Giovanni isno fool, but he is desperate. He takes the bet: he will not bathe for 3 years, 3 months, and 3
days. Beauty isasmall price to pay for worldly wealth, isn't it? Unless he loses the wager?and with it his
soul.

Set against the stunning backdrop of ancient Sicily, Donna Jo Napoli's new novel is a powerful tale about
discovering what truly matters most.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal

Grade 9 Up—Set in 1169, The Wager isaretelling of atraditional Sicilian fairy tale. Asthe story opens, Don
Giovanni is awell-to-do spendthrift who gives little thought to anything but his own pleasure. An earthquake
and subseguent tidal wave change his circumstances dramatically, and he is soon wandering the land as a
vagrant. In classic Faustian style, the devil appears on the scene to offer awager: he will provide Don
Giovanni endless wealth in exchange for relinquishing his beauty—he may not change his clothes, shave,
comb his hair, or wash for three years, three months, and three days. The devil provides the don with amagic
purse, and the game is on. Suffice to say, the rot that grows on this hero istruly foul. Readers will be
engrossed by descriptions of his decay, including vermin, worms, and open sores. Obviously Don Giovanni
undergoes a dramatic change in how he treats the lowliest members of society. Evocative of Hermann
Hesse's Sddhartha, this marvelous story iswell told, and the rich, sophisticated language will grip skilled
readers—Leah Krippner, Harlem High School, Machesney Park, 1L

(c) Copyright 2010. Library Journals LLC, awholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No
redistribution permitted.

From Booklist

A fallen nobleman beats the devil in Napoli’s latest fairy tale-inspired novel. Based on a Sicilian story and
similar to the better-known Grimm Brotherstale “The Bearskin,” Napoli’s novel beginsin twelfth-century
Sicily, when handsome, young Don Giovanni loses his wealth in the aftermath of atsunami. Reduced to
begging, he travels the countryside until a stranger offers him amagical, bottomless purse of gold coinsif he
agrees not to bathe, groom himself, or change his clothes for three years. Realizing that he is wagering his
soul with the devil, Don Giovanni nonetheless accepts and begins hislong trial. Napoli’s vivid descriptions
contrast the Edenic landscapes with Don Giovanni’ sincreasingly festering body, from his abscess-covered
backside to his lice-infested scalp. The colorful detail, while sometimes stomach-churning, underscores the
story’ s fascinating themes about the importance of appearance, what it meansto be civilized, and the line
between human and beast. A surprise twist leads to a satisfying love story and closes the novel with more
joy, and fewer devilish triumphs, than the original tale. Grades 8-12. --Gillian Engberg

Review

“Napoli expertly sets the scene for thisretelling of atraditional Sicilian tale... The lifelike, tactile details of
the story make it all eerily real.” ?The New York Times Book Review

“Readers follow Don Giovanni's journey of the flesh and spirit as he suffers humiliation and physical decay;
descriptions of lush feasts and brightly colored brocades give way to wretched scenes described in lurid
detail...Napoli never underestimates her audience, depicting human nature at its worst and its best.”
?Publishers Weekly, starred review

“Evocative of Hermann Hesse's Sddhartha, this marvel ous story iswell told, and the rich, sophisticated
language will grip skilled readers.” ?School Library Journal

“A surprise twist leads to a satisfying love story and closes the novel with more joy, and fewer devilish
triumphs, than the original tale.” ?Booklist

“No hero ever deserved a happy ending or a bath more.” ?Kirkus Reviews


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

“Napoli ably describes the ensuing tribulations Don Giovanni undergoes as he becomes more offensive to be
around even as he longs for companionship for thefirst timein hislife.” 2VOYA

“Impeccable pacing conveys the burden of the three-year ordeal, and even those readers for whom the end is
no surprise will breathe a sigh of relief to find Giovanni reclaimed and within reach of happiness.” ?BCCB,
STARRED review

“There's something rotten at the center of this novel-length fairy-tale retelling, and that's what makes it so
delightful.” ?Horn Book Magazine

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Richard Martinez;

Often the book The Wager will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The author styleto
describe theideais very unique. When you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The
book The Wager is much recommended to you to read. Y ou can also get the e-book through the official web
site, so you can more easily to read the book.

LaquitaHorton:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Wager that
give your fun preference will be satisfied ssimply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world
can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't
be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to
end up being success person. So, for al of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able
to pick The Wager become your personal starter.

John Sledge:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be The Wager why because the wonderful cover that make you
consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the
outside as well as cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

John Barrow:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Wager was colorful and of course has pictures
around. As we know that book The Wager has many kinds or style. Start from kids until young adults. For
example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and fedl that you are the character on there.



S0, not at al of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to
choose the best book for you and try to like reading that will.
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