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Originally published in 1970, The Urban Revolution marked Henri Lefebvre’s
first sustained critique of urban society, a work in which he pioneered the use of
semiotic, structuralist, and poststructuralist methodologies in analyzing the
development of the urban environment. Although it is widely considered a
foundational book in contemporary thinking about the city, The Urban
Revolution has never been translated into English—until now. This first English
edition, deftly translated by Robert Bononno, makes available to a broad
audience Lefebvre’s sophisticated insights into the urban dimensions of modern
life.Lefebvre begins with the premise that the total urbanization of society is an
inevitable process that demands of its critics new interpretive and perceptual
approaches that recognize the urban as a complex field of inquiry. Dismissive of
cold, modernist visions of the city, particularly those embodied by rationalist
architects and urban planners like Le Corbusier, Lefebvre instead articulates the
lived experiences of individual inhabitants of the city. In contrast to the ideology
of urbanism and its reliance on commodification and bureaucratization—the
capitalist logic of market and state—Lefebvre conceives of an urban utopia
characterized by self-determination, individual creativity, and authentic social
relationships.A brilliantly conceived and theoretically rigorous investigation into
the realities and possibilities of urban space, The Urban Revolution remains an
essential analysis of and guide to the nature of the city.Henri Lefebvre (d. 1991)
was one of the most significant European thinkers of the twentieth century. His
many books include The Production of Space (1991), Everyday Life in the
Modern World (1994), Introduction to Modernity (1995), and Writings on Cities
(1995).Robert Bononno is a full-time translator who lives in New York. His
recent translations include The Singular Objects of Architecture by Jean
Baudrillard and Jean Nouvel (Minnesota, 2002) and Cyberculture by Pierre Lévy
(Minnesota, 2001).
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Originally published in 1970, The Urban Revolution marked Henri Lefebvre’s first sustained critique of
urban society, a work in which he pioneered the use of semiotic, structuralist, and poststructuralist
methodologies in analyzing the development of the urban environment. Although it is widely considered a
foundational book in contemporary thinking about the city, The Urban Revolution has never been translated
into English—until now. This first English edition, deftly translated by Robert Bononno, makes available to
a broad audience Lefebvre’s sophisticated insights into the urban dimensions of modern life.Lefebvre begins
with the premise that the total urbanization of society is an inevitable process that demands of its critics new
interpretive and perceptual approaches that recognize the urban as a complex field of inquiry. Dismissive of
cold, modernist visions of the city, particularly those embodied by rationalist architects and urban planners
like Le Corbusier, Lefebvre instead articulates the lived experiences of individual inhabitants of the city. In
contrast to the ideology of urbanism and its reliance on commodification and bureaucratization—the
capitalist logic of market and state—Lefebvre conceives of an urban utopia characterized by self-
determination, individual creativity, and authentic social relationships.A brilliantly conceived and
theoretically rigorous investigation into the realities and possibilities of urban space, The Urban Revolution
remains an essential analysis of and guide to the nature of the city.Henri Lefebvre (d. 1991) was one of the
most significant European thinkers of the twentieth century. His many books include The Production of
Space (1991), Everyday Life in the Modern World (1994), Introduction to Modernity (1995), and Writings
on Cities (1995).Robert Bononno is a full-time translator who lives in New York. His recent translations
include The Singular Objects of Architecture by Jean Baudrillard and Jean Nouvel (Minnesota, 2002) and
Cyberculture by Pierre Lévy (Minnesota, 2001).
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: French

About the Author

Henri Lefebvre (1901–1991) was heralded in Radical Philosophy as “the most prolific of French Marxist
intellectuals”; he was a sociologist, philosopher, activist, and public intellectual.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Aaron Powers:

The book The Urban Revolution will bring you to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to
spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this book very suitable to you.
The book The Urban Revolution is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through
the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Stephanie Bush:

Precisely why? Because this The Urban Revolution is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting
for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside
it was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the
other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to
hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Scott Manuel:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Urban Revolution, you could
enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur
its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.



Nancy Byrom:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
soul or real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Urban Revolution can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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