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When F. Scott Fitzgerald was fourteen and living in the Crocus Hill
neighborhood of St. Paul, he began keeping a short diary of his exploits among
his friends, friendly rivals, and crushes. He gave the journal a title
page—Thoughtbook of Francis Scott Key Fitzgerald of St. Paul Minn.
U.S.A.—and kept it securely locked in a box under his bed. He would later use
The Thoughtbook as the basis for “The Book of Scandal” in his Basil Lee Duke
stories, and brief sections were copied over the years for use by scholars and
even published in Life magazine. “Are you going to the Ordways’? the
Herseys’? the Schultzes’?” Here, for the first time, is a complete
transcription of this charming, twenty-seven-page diary highlighting
Fitzgerald’s escapades among the children of some of St. Paul’s most
influential families—models for the families described in The Great Gatsby.
Presented in a simple format for both scholars and general readers alike,
The Thoughtbook of F. Scott Fitzgerald includes a new introduction by Dave
Page that covers the history and provenance of the diary, its place and
meaning in Fitzgerald’s literary development, and its revelations about his
life and writing process.

One of the earliest known works by F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Thoughtbook
provides a unique glimpse of Fitzgerald as a young boy and his social circle as
they played among the grand homes of Summit Avenue, making up games,
starting secret societies, competing with rivals, and (at all times) staying up-to-
date on who exactly is vying for whose attention.
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When F. Scott Fitzgerald was fourteen and living in the Crocus Hill neighborhood of St. Paul, he began
keeping a short diary of his exploits among his friends, friendly rivals, and crushes. He gave the journal a
title page—Thoughtbook of Francis Scott Key Fitzgerald of St. Paul Minn. U.S.A.—and kept it securely
locked in a box under his bed. He would later use The Thoughtbook as the basis for “The Book of Scandal”
in his Basil Lee Duke stories, and brief sections were copied over the years for use by scholars and even
published in Life magazine. “Are you going to the Ordways’? the Herseys’? the Schultzes’?” Here, for
the first time, is a complete transcription of this charming, twenty-seven-page diary highlighting
Fitzgerald’s escapades among the children of some of St. Paul’s most influential families—models for
the families described in The Great Gatsby. Presented in a simple format for both scholars and general
readers alike, The Thoughtbook of F. Scott Fitzgerald includes a new introduction by Dave Page that
covers the history and provenance of the diary, its place and meaning in Fitzgerald’s literary
development, and its revelations about his life and writing process.

One of the earliest known works by F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Thoughtbook provides a unique glimpse of
Fitzgerald as a young boy and his social circle as they played among the grand homes of Summit Avenue,
making up games, starting secret societies, competing with rivals, and (at all times) staying up-to-date on
who exactly is vying for whose attention.
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Editorial Review

Review

The Thoughtbook is a fascinating document. You can see the social analyst, the novelist of manners, just
beginning to develop.

—James L. W. West III, General Editor, Cambridge Fitzgerald Edition

About the Author

F. Scott Fitzgerald (1896–1940) was born in St. Paul, Minnesota, and spent much of his youth living in the
Crocus Hill neighborhood. He went on to become one of the most famous American novelists of the
twentieth century, often drawing on his youthful experiences in St. Paul in his stories and novels.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Heather Goodson:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the
data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is
this The Thoughtbook of F. Scott Fitzgerald: A Secret Boyhood Diary (Fesler-Lampert Minnesota Heritage).

Joshua Mack:

The reserve with title The Thoughtbook of F. Scott Fitzgerald: A Secret Boyhood Diary (Fesler-Lampert
Minnesota Heritage) contains a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read
this book. This kind of book exist new understanding the information that exist in this publication
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of
the world. This book will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on
your own smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.



Robert Sanders:

The book untitled The Thoughtbook of F. Scott Fitzgerald: A Secret Boyhood Diary (Fesler-Lampert
Minnesota Heritage) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method.
The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to
read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author gives you in the new era of literary works.
It is possible to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you can
read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their
official web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.

Jennifer Shipley:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to
as of book The Thoughtbook of F. Scott Fitzgerald: A Secret Boyhood Diary (Fesler-Lampert Minnesota
Heritage). Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and
make you actually happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you
from one location to other place.
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