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Sergio Leone is a singular figure among Italian filmmakers of the postwar years;
his films grow in reputation year after year. Groundbreaking westerns such as his
Dollars trilogy and the authoritative Once upon a Time in the West have made
Leone one of the most popular and influential directors in world cinema.
Christopher Frayling’s remarkable biography of Leone—the first
ever—affectionately explores his body of work and casts light on little-known
details of his life. A wealth of research, story, and insight, Sergio Leone:
Something to Do with Death stands as the definitive study of this master
filmmaker, crafted by one of our most acclaimed critics and historians.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Sergio Leone is identified with spaghetti WesternsDviolent, visually imaginative Sixties and Seventies films
that exploded the clich s of the Hollywood Western. Leone brought stardom to TV actor Clint Eastwood,
who was cast as an antihero alien to Westerns and who admitted that Leone "really doesn't know anything
about the West." Instead, the director's West existed as a sort of fever dream, and his tales, the author notes,
were "fairy-tales for grown-ups." In the first detailed study of this original director, Frayling (Spaghetti
Westerns) explores Leone's years of apprenticeship on American films shot in Italy, such as Ben Hur and
sword-and-sandal epics like Colossus of Rhodes, which refined Leone's distinctive visual storytelling style.
His imagination, however, was fired by the classic Westerns of John Ford. Frayling discusses the director's
offbeat humor and considers the charges of misogyny and excessive violence without defending him. These
features were evident in Leone's last film, Once Upon a Time in America (1984), an all-star gangster saga
that confounded critics and admirers. This informative look at an underappreciated director should spark
reappraisals of his work. Recommended for all film collections.DStephen Rees, Levittown Regional Lib., PA
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Sergio Leone said he was "obsessed about detail, as everyone knows," so he might have enjoyed this massive
biography. Frayling details the late director's life and career, starting with the quirky story lines and prescient
casting of the spaghetti Westerns that first brought Leone to public attention and saved Clint Eastwood's
career. Nowhere is Frayling's detailing more evident than in the description of the project that became Once
Upon a Time in America. The script was based on a possibly autobiographical book by a taciturn recluse who
may have been a retired gangster. Leone immersed himself in the story's milieu, which licenses Frayling's
ample explanation of the surprising ethnic diversity Leone discovered in the gangsters of the mean streets of
the Lower East Side in the 1920s and 1930s. The finished film's viewers will concur that, despite its rather
preposterous climax, it looks great and positively drips atmosphere, as so many of Leone's films did. More
active than introspective, despite its length, the book drips atmosphere, too. Leone fans and others will find it
flavorful and informative. Mike Tribby
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

"Comprehensive in scope, epic in achievement, Sergio Leone: Something to Do with Death is likely to be the
definitive work on Leone." —Times Higher Education Supplement

"Anyone who cares for these violent and poetic films will want to take a look at Frayling’s painstaking
biography." —Michael Dirda,Washington Post

"Comprehensive and scrupulously prepared." —Publishers Weekly

"Frayling is a perceptive, witty writer . . . [who] depicts the zany, underconsidered Italian cinematic
watershed with haunting clarity." —Kirkus

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Users Review

From reader reviews:

Debbie Davis:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other
is high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this Sergio Leone: Something to Do with
Death book as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Sheila Gallagher:

Sergio Leone: Something to Do with Death can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Most of
us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge
in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer giving
his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing Sergio Leone: Something to Do with
Death however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource
facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of crucial
imagining.

David McGowan:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Sergio Leone: Something to Do with Death was
bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Sergio Leone: Something to
Do with Death has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation
company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are
generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to
suit your needs and try to like reading that.

Sherry Holsey:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. From the book Sergio Leone: Something to Do with Death we can consider more advantage. Don't
you to be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this book Sergio Leone:
Something to Do with Death. You can more appealing than now.
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