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In this widely discussed and influential book, Herman Kahn probes the dynamics
of escalation and demonstrates how the intensification of conflict can be depicted
by means of a definite escalation ladder, ascent of which brings opponents closer
to all-out war. At each rung of the ladder, before the climb proceeds, decisions
must be made based on numerous choices. Some are clear and obvious, others
obscure, but the options are always there.

Thermonuclear annihilation, says Kahn, is unlikely to come through accident; but
nations may elect to climb the ladder to extinction. The basic material for the
book was developed in briefings delivered by Kahn to military and civilian
experts and revised in the light of his findings of a trip to Vietnam in the 1960s.
In On Escalation he states the facts squarely. He asks the reader to face
unemotionally the terrors of a world fully capable of suicide and to consider
carefully the alternatives to such a path.

In the never-never land of nuclear warfare, where nuclear incredulity is pervasive
and paralyzing to the imagination even for the professional analyst, salient details
of possible scenarios for the outbreak of war, and even more for war fighting, are
largely unexplored or even unnoticed. For scenarios in which war is terminated,
the issues and possibilities of which are almost completely unstudied, the
situation is even worse. Kahn's discussion throws light on the terrain and gives
the individual a sense of the range of possibilities and complexities involved and
are useful.
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In this widely discussed and influential book, Herman Kahn probes the dynamics of escalation and
demonstrates how the intensification of conflict can be depicted by means of a definite escalation ladder,
ascent of which brings opponents closer to all-out war. At each rung of the ladder, before the climb proceeds,
decisions must be made based on numerous choices. Some are clear and obvious, others obscure, but the
options are always there.

Thermonuclear annihilation, says Kahn, is unlikely to come through accident; but nations may elect to climb
the ladder to extinction. The basic material for the book was developed in briefings delivered by Kahn to
military and civilian experts and revised in the light of his findings of a trip to Vietnam in the 1960s. In On
Escalation he states the facts squarely. He asks the reader to face unemotionally the terrors of a world fully
capable of suicide and to consider carefully the alternatives to such a path.

In the never-never land of nuclear warfare, where nuclear incredulity is pervasive and paralyzing to the
imagination even for the professional analyst, salient details of possible scenarios for the outbreak of war,
and even more for war fighting, are largely unexplored or even unnoticed. For scenarios in which war is
terminated, the issues and possibilities of which are almost completely unstudied, the situation is even worse.
Kahn's discussion throws light on the terrain and gives the individual a sense of the range of possibilities and
complexities involved and are useful.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This [reissue of Kahn's On Thermonuclear War and On Escalation] could not come at a better time. Human
nature has not made much moral progress since the end of the Third Reich but its very worst instinct for total
destruction has, so far, been held at bay by the certainty of self-destruction. We need someone to remind us
again of how to think about the unthinkable." -- Mark Safranski, zenpundit.com

About the Author

Herman Kahn (1922-1983) was a renowned political scientist, economist, historian geo-strategist, and
considered by many to be the founder of futurology as a serious field of study. Associated for many years
with the RAND Corporation, he was the founding director of the first independent “think tank,” the Hudson
Institute. Among his many books are Thinking About the Unthinkable, The Year 2000, The Next 200 Years,
The Coming Boom, The Resourceful Earth, and On Thermonuclear War.

Thomas Schelling is Distinguished University Professor at the School of Public Policy, University of
Maryland. In addition to being the 2005 Noble Prize Laureate in Economics he is the author of numerous
works including Choice and Consequence, The Strategy of Conflict, and Micromotives and Macrobehavior.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Moyer:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This On Escalation: Metaphors and Scenarios book is readable simply by
you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of On
Escalation: Metaphors and Scenarios content conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different as it. So , do you continue to
thinking On Escalation: Metaphors and Scenarios is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Henry McMahon:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out



look for book, may be the publication untitled On Escalation: Metaphors and Scenarios can be great book to
read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Kendrick Mills:

You could spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This On Escalation: Metaphors and Scenarios is
simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not get much space to
bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save
typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.

Jesus Rhode:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like On Escalation: Metaphors and
Scenarios which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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