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Featured in The Literary Review of Canada 100: Canada’s Most Important Books

[This] is a story best summed up in the words of an anonymous senior Canadian
official who, in the midst of a rambling, off-the-record discussion with journalists
in 1945, was asked how many Jews would be allowed into Canada after the war
… ‘None,’ he said, ‘is too many.’

From the Preface

One of the most significant studies of Canadian history ever written, None Is Too
Many conclusively lays to rest the comfortable notion that Canada has always
been an accepting and welcoming society. Detailing the country’s refusal to offer
aid, let alone sanctuary, to Jews fleeing Nazi persecution between 1933 and
1948, it is an immensely bleak and discomfiting story – and one that was largely
unknown before the book’s publication.

Irving Abella and Harold Troper’s retelling of this episode is a harrowing read
not easily forgotten: its power is such that, ‘a manuscript copy helped convince
Ron Atkey, Minister of Employment and Immigration in Joe Clark’s
government, to grant 50,000 “boat people” asylum in Canada in 1979, during the
Southeast Asian refugee crisis’ (Robin Roger, The Literary Review of Canada).
None Is Too Many will undoubtedly continue to serve as a potent reminder of the
fragility of tolerance, even in a country where it is held as one of our highest
values.
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Editorial Review

Review
“A brilliant work of history.” (Leonard Dinnerstein American Jewish History)

“Irving Abella and Harold Troper have done a superb job of unearthing this sorry chapter in our hidden
history. The general outlines were dimly known before, but by exhaustively pursuing primary sources they
have documented the details with chilling precision.” (William French The Globe and Mail)

“[A] heart-rending book.” (Carol Goar The Toronto Star)

“An exceedingly powerful and detailed examination of the application of an illiberal immigration policy by
an equally illiberal government so as to exclude from this country the oppressed, persecuted Jews...Abella
and Troper have produced an enormously vigorous and diligently prepared description and analysis of what
must be the most inhumane period in the history of Canadian immigration policy.” (Gerald E. Dirks
Canadian Journal of Political Science)

“The definitive study of our pre-war treatment of Jews.” (Bob Harvey The Ottawa Citizen)

‘If Canada and particularly its immigration policies now indeed live up to its positive image, this book was
an important catalyst of the change. It remains as relevant as it was thirty years ago.’

(Walter D. Kamphoefner Society for German-American Studies vol 47:2013)

About the Author
Irving Abella is the J. Richard Shiff Chair for the Study of Canadian Jewry and a professor in the
Department of History at York University.

Harold Troper is professor at the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education at the University of Toronto.
The co-author of None is Too Many: Canada and the Jews (with Irving Abella), his most recent book is The
Defining Decade: Identity, Politics, and the Canadian Jewish Community in the 1960s.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ryan Wysocki:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person
who don't like studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you should have this None is Too Many: Canada and the Jews of Europe,



1933-1948.

Randall James:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this None is Too Many: Canada and
the Jews of Europe, 1933-1948 book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data
in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Charlie Hartman:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular None is Too Many: Canada
and the Jews of Europe, 1933-1948 is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Richard Lamm:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the e-book untitled None is Too Many: Canada and the Jews of Europe, 1933-1948 can be
good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.
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