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Bloggers in India used social media and wikis to broadcast news and bring
humanitarian aid to tsunami victims in South Asia. Terrorist groups like ISIS
pour out messages and recruit new members on websites. The Internet is the new
public square, bringing to politics a platform on which to create community at
both the grassroots and bureaucratic level. Drawing on historical and
contemporary case studies from more than ten countries, Irene S. Wu’s Forging
Trust Communities argues that the Internet, and the technologies that predate it,
catalyze political change by creating new opportunities for cooperation. The
Internet does not simply enable faster and easier communication, but makes it
possible for people around the world to interact closely, reciprocate favors, and
build trust. The information and ideas exchanged by members of these
cooperative communities become key sources of political power akin to military
might and economic strength.

Wu illustrates the rich world history of citizens and leaders exercising political
power through communications technology. People in nineteenth-century China,
for example, used the telegraph and newspapers to mobilize against the emperor.
In 1970, Taiwanese cable television gave voice to a political opposition
demanding democracy. Both Qatar (in the 1990s) and Great Britain (in the
1930s) relied on public broadcasters to enhance their influence abroad.
Additional case studies from Brazil, Egypt, the United States, Russia, India, the
Philippines, and Tunisia reveal how various technologies function to create new
political energy, enabling activists to challenge institutions while allowing
governments to increase their power at home and abroad.

Forging Trust Communities demonstrates that the way people receive and share
information through network communities reveals as much about their political
identity as their socioeconomic class, ethnicity, or religion. Scholars and students
in political science, public administration, international studies, sociology, and
the history of science and technology will find this to be an insightful and
indispensable work.
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Bloggers in India used social media and wikis to broadcast news and bring humanitarian aid to tsunami
victims in South Asia. Terrorist groups like ISIS pour out messages and recruit new members on websites.
The Internet is the new public square, bringing to politics a platform on which to create community at both
the grassroots and bureaucratic level. Drawing on historical and contemporary case studies from more than
ten countries, Irene S. Wu’s Forging Trust Communities argues that the Internet, and the technologies that
predate it, catalyze political change by creating new opportunities for cooperation. The Internet does not
simply enable faster and easier communication, but makes it possible for people around the world to interact
closely, reciprocate favors, and build trust. The information and ideas exchanged by members of these
cooperative communities become key sources of political power akin to military might and economic
strength.

Wu illustrates the rich world history of citizens and leaders exercising political power through
communications technology. People in nineteenth-century China, for example, used the telegraph and
newspapers to mobilize against the emperor. In 1970, Taiwanese cable television gave voice to a political
opposition demanding democracy. Both Qatar (in the 1990s) and Great Britain (in the 1930s) relied on public
broadcasters to enhance their influence abroad. Additional case studies from Brazil, Egypt, the United States,
Russia, India, the Philippines, and Tunisia reveal how various technologies function to create new political
energy, enabling activists to challenge institutions while allowing governments to increase their power at
home and abroad.

Forging Trust Communities demonstrates that the way people receive and share information through network
communities reveals as much about their political identity as their socioeconomic class, ethnicity, or religion.
Scholars and students in political science, public administration, international studies, sociology, and the
history of science and technology will find this to be an insightful and indispensable work.
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Editorial Review

Review

Accessible and engaging, Wu's book merges the practical with the scholarly to embed the current, Internet-
led information revolution's effects on collective action and governance within a historical perspective,
weaving together a wealth of diverse and expansive cases.

(Catie Snow Bailard, George Washington University, author of Democracy’s Double-Edged Sword: How
Internet Use Changes Citizens' Views of Their Government)

Wu has given us an important book of ideas, presented with clarity and originality, that could go a long way
toward helping us keep up with – and understand the vast implications of – the technology swirling around
us.

(Hill Rag)

About the Author

Irene S. Wu is a senior analyst at the US Federal Communications Commission. The author of From Iron
Fist to Invisible Hand: The Uneven Path of Telecommunications Reform in China, she teaches in the
Communications, Culture & Technology Program at Georgetown University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patricia Vasquez:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other
is high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Forging Trust
Communities: How Technology Changes Politics book as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because
this book is greater than just a book.

Geraldine Bagley:

Here thing why this particular Forging Trust Communities: How Technology Changes Politics are different
and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Forging Trust Communities: How Technology
Changes Politics giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve out there but
there is no e-book that similar with Forging Trust Communities: How Technology Changes Politics. It gives



you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world
which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in area, café, or even
in your approach home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe
the form of Forging Trust Communities: How Technology Changes Politics in e-book can be your option.

Linda Amato:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Forging Trust
Communities: How Technology Changes Politics suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous
writer in this era. The actual book untitled Forging Trust Communities: How Technology Changes Politicsis
one of several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the world.
When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this
publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Steven Dillinger:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book and also novel and Forging Trust Communities: How Technology
Changes Politics as well as others sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic
a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes Forging Trust Communities: How Technology Changes Politics to
make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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