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Most people have heard of Lady Godiva and her horseback tax protest in the 11th
century and Joan of Arc who in the 15th century fought against the English for
the French gaining sainthood in 1920. Many know of Eleanor of Aquataine, 12th
century Queen of France and England, and powerful manipulator and protector of
kings. Some know of Hildegarde and Beatrice and Blanche and Clare. There are
many famous women of the Middle Ages whose lives and leadership brought
important changes to history.

This encyclopedia contains several hundred entries on the culture, history and
circumstances of women in the Middle Ages, from the years 500 to 1500 C.E.
The geographical scope of this work is wide, with entries on women from
England, France, Germany, Japan, and other nations around the world. There are
entries on queens, empresses, and other women in positions of leadership as well
as entries on topics such as work, marriage and family, households, employment,
religion, and various other aspects of women's lives in the Middle Ages.
Genealogies of queens and empresses accompany the text in an appendix.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Lawler's contention is that while much has been written about the Middle Ages, if you ask the average
person to name women of this time period, the usual answers are Joan of Arc and Eleanor of Aquitaine.
Beyond these noted individuals, only queens and famous mistresses rate any mention in standard texts. In
correcting this underreporting of half of the population, Lawler delved deeply into historical records and
archives. As might be expected, hers was not an easy task given the absence of women in the historical
records.

Lawler profiles women from 500 to 1500 C.E., among them Amalasuntha (d.535), Ostrogothic queen of
Italy; Herrad of Landsberg, twelfth century abbess and mystic; Peretta Peronne, fifteenth century surgeon;
and Shiko, sixth century empress of Japan. Also included are women from legend and literature, such as
Griselda and Guinevere. But coverage goes beyond a compilation of brief biographies to provide information
on women's issues and concerns during this time period--Hospitals, Marriage and family, Social class, and
Witchcraft and the arcane arts are examples of contextual entries, which range in length from a few lines to
six or seven pages. Encyclopedia entries, many of which include suggested readings, occupy just over half
the book. The remainder of the work consists of genealogical charts (approx. 60 pages), a 9-page glossary, a
28-page bibliography, and an index. There are no illustrations.

There are other resources in which readers might find information about many of the women covered here,
including Extraordinary Women of the Medieval and Renaissance World (Greenwood, 2000) and Gale's
nearly completed Women in World History  (see p.1172). What sets this volume apart is the juxtaposition of
biographical material with information on some of the conditions and circumstances that shaped medieval
women's lives. Recommended for high-school, public, and academic libraries. REVWR
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
Delve[s] deeply...recommended --Booklist/RBB

Nicely written, readable, interesting entries --Arba

Recommended --Feminist Collections

About the Author
Award-winning author Jennifer Lawler is a freelance writer. She is also the author of Encyclopedia of the
Byzantine Empire (2004) and lives in Lawrence, Kansas.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jason Ayers:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


other is high. For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Encyclopedia
of Women in the Middle Ages book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Paul Moore:

The feeling that you get from Encyclopedia of Women in the Middle Ages is the more deep you searching
the information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to understand but Encyclopedia of Women in the Middle Ages giving you enjoyment feeling of
reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who
read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own
personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We recommend you for having that Encyclopedia of Women in the Middle Ages
instantly.

Mike Costello:

Why? Because this Encyclopedia of Women in the Middle Ages is an unordinary book that the inside of the
guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading this
book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside
of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for
not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
gains than the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

William Ward:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Encyclopedia of Women in
the Middle Ages which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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