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Somewhere in the course of the late twentieth century, Dubai became more than
itself. The city was, suddenly, a postmodern urban spectacle rising from the
desert—precisely the glittering global consumer utopia imagined by Dubai’s
rulers and merchant elite. In Dubai, the City as Corporation, Ahmed Kanna
looks behind this seductive vision to reveal the role of cultural and political
forces in shaping both the image and the reality of Dubai.

Exposing local struggles over power and meaning in the making and
representation of Dubai, Kanna examines the core questions of what gets built
and for whom. His work, unique in its view of the interconnectedness of cultural
identity, the built environment, and politics, offers an instructive picture of how
different factions—from local and non-Arab residents and expatriate South
Asians to the cultural and economic elites of the city—have all participated in the
creation and marketing of Dubai. The result is an unparalleled account of the
ways in which the built environment shapes and is shaped by the experience of
globalization and neoliberalism in a diverse, multinational city.
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Somewhere in the course of the late twentieth century, Dubai became more than itself. The city was,
suddenly, a postmodern urban spectacle rising from the desert—precisely the glittering global consumer
utopia imagined by Dubai’s rulers and merchant elite. In Dubai, the City as Corporation, Ahmed Kanna
looks behind this seductive vision to reveal the role of cultural and political forces in shaping both the image
and the reality of Dubai.

Exposing local struggles over power and meaning in the making and representation of Dubai, Kanna
examines the core questions of what gets built and for whom. His work, unique in its view of the
interconnectedness of cultural identity, the built environment, and politics, offers an instructive picture of
how different factions—from local and non-Arab residents and expatriate South Asians to the cultural and
economic elites of the city—have all participated in the creation and marketing of Dubai. The result is an
unparalleled account of the ways in which the built environment shapes and is shaped by the experience of
globalization and neoliberalism in a diverse, multinational city.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Dubai, the City as Corporation is a thoughtful, in-depth treatment on Dubai and its recent explosive
economic growth, grounded in the urban studies/spatial theory of Henri Lefebvre. Engaging and persuasive,
it knits together anthropology and urban design, giving a balanced assessment of Dubai’s reinvention as a
city, a global commerce center, and an experiment in urban planning." —Timothy Luke, Virginia Tech

About the Author

Ahmed Kanna is assistant professor of anthropology and international studies at the University of the Pacific.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Craig Chivers:

The book Dubai, the City as Corporation can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a book Dubai, the City as Corporation? Some of
you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for
that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Dubai, the City as
Corporation has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the
enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Willis Newby:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the publication untitled Dubai, the City as Corporation can be very good
book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Benjamin Nation:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Dubai, the City as Corporation guide
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be understand by anyone
who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only
for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism Dubai, the City as Corporation as good book not



just by the cover but also with the content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its
protect, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth
sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Curt Hall:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred to as of book
Dubai, the City as Corporation. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it
can add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about
publication. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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