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Terrorism, cyberbullying, child pornography, hate speech, cybercrime: along
with unprecedented advancements in productivity and engagement, the Internet
has ushered in a space for violent, hateful, and antisocial behavior. How do we,
as individuals and as a society, protect against dangerous expressions online?
Confronting the Internet's Dark Side is the first book on social responsibility on
the Internet. It aims to strike a balance between the free speech principle and the
responsibilities of the individual, corporation, state, and the international
community. This book brings a global perspective to the analysis of some of the
most troubling uses of the Internet. It urges net users, ISPs, and liberal
democracies to weigh freedom and security, finding the golden mean between
unlimited license and moral responsibility. This judgment is necessary to uphold
the very liberal democratic values that gave rise to the Internet and that are
threatened by an unbridled use of technology.
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Terrorism, cyberbullying, child pornography, hate speech, cybercrime: along with unprecedented
advancements in productivity and engagement, the Internet has ushered in a space for violent, hateful, and
antisocial behavior. How do we, as individuals and as a society, protect against dangerous expressions
online? Confronting the Internet's Dark Side is the first book on social responsibility on the Internet. It aims
to strike a balance between the free speech principle and the responsibilities of the individual, corporation,
state, and the international community. This book brings a global perspective to the analysis of some of the
most troubling uses of the Internet. It urges net users, ISPs, and liberal democracies to weigh freedom and
security, finding the golden mean between unlimited license and moral responsibility. This judgment is
necessary to uphold the very liberal democratic values that gave rise to the Internet and that are threatened by
an unbridled use of technology.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The dramatic growth of internet technologies are creating a new era in democratic life, a crisis for the
established media, and possibilities for participatory politics that challenge liberal institutions. This book
documents today's turning point with urgency and profound clarity. Ithiel de Sola Poole's Technologies of
Freedom (1983) has become a classic work defining the information society, with media technology its axis.
Confronting the Internet's Dark Side is of that quality, a potential classic that defines for us moral
responsibility in the new media age."
Clifford Christians, Research Professor of Communications, University of Illinois

"Cohen-Almagor recognizes that if social responsibility on the Internet is to be implemented, discussions
will need to focus on how and why one can draw limits to what one does on the internet as well as what ISP's
and countries can do with the internet. Not everyone will agree with the solutions proposed, but in light of
the detailed stories concerning hate sites (towards groups or humanity in general), webcam viewing of actual
suicides, the exponential growth of child pornography etc., it is hard to fall back on knee jerk First
Amendment responses."
Robert Cavalier, Carnegie Mellon University

"In this book, Raphael Cohen-Almagor makes a forceful case for greater social responsibility on the part of
Internet service providers and all who surf the Web. Calling on us to think and act like citizens of the online
world, he insists that we have a moral obligation to confront those who abuse the technology by using it to
disseminate hate propaganda and child pornography, or by engaging in cyber-bullying, or by aiding and
abetting terrorism. Fast paced, philosophically sophisticated, and filled with illustrative and sometimes heart-
wrenching examples, the book is intended to serve as a wake-up call and will challenge its readers to
reconsider their views of free expression in the Internet age."
Stephen L. Newman, York University

"[A] groundbreaking book ... a must-read for researchers and policy planners as well as laymen interested in
social responsibility on the Internet."
Jadgish N. Singh, Jerusalem Post

About the Author
Raphael Cohen-Almagor is Professor and Chair in Politics at the University of Hull. He has published
extensively in the fields of political science, law, ethics and philosophy, including The Right to Die with
Dignity (2001), Speech, Media and Ethics, 2nd edition (2005) and The Scope of Tolerance (2007). His
second book of poetry, published in 2007, is entitled Voyages.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Earl Diehl:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have



spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did
you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question mainly because just
their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Confronting the Internet's Dark Side: Moral and
Social Responsibility on the Free Highway to read.

Richard Dunn:

Confronting the Internet's Dark Side: Moral and Social Responsibility on the Free Highway can be one of
your starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into joy
arrangement in writing Confronting the Internet's Dark Side: Moral and Social Responsibility on the Free
Highway although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh
stage of crucial pondering.

Michael Jones:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book Confronting the Internet's Dark Side: Moral and Social
Responsibility on the Free Highway was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
Confronting the Internet's Dark Side: Moral and Social Responsibility on the Free Highway has many kinds
or style. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can
read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it
makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that
will.

Willie Carlos:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. With
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for the
Confronting the Internet's Dark Side: Moral and Social Responsibility on the Free Highway when you
desired it?
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