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Much of the Old Testament seems strange to contemporary readers. However, as
we begin to understand how ancient people viewed the world, the Old Testament
becomes more clearly a book that stands within its ancient context asit also
speaks against it. John Walton provides here a thoughtful introduction to the
conceptual world of the ancient Near East. Walton surveys the literature of the
ancient Near East and introduces the reader to a variety of beliefs about God,
religion, and the world. In helpful sidebars, he provides examples of how such
studies can bring insight to the interpretation of specific Old Testament passages.
Students and pastors who want to deepen their understanding of the Old
Testament will find this a helpful and instructive study.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

"Comparisons between the culture of biblical Israel and the other cultures of the ancient Near East have long
been afundamental part of biblical scholarship, but more often than not, they have been presented in
piecemeal, isolated fashion. In his new book, John Walton offers a much broader reach, giving us arguably
the most extensive review of these cultural comparisons now available together with a serious meditation on
what the enterprise of cultural comparison isal about in biblical study. One may not always agree with his
views, but invariably one will come away challenged to rethink the purpose and value of such comparisons
for understanding the Hebrew Bible and its world."--Peter B. Machinist, Harvard University

"As no other author has done, Walton penetrates beyond the simple comparisons often made to bring back
intelligence about the contexts and constitution of the ancient world, stressing the ideas Israel and its
contemporaries held in common--such as 'deity is on the inside, not the outside' of life--and discussing
accounts of creation, views of history and of the future. Y et Walton repeatedly demonstrates how Isragl's
faith was distinct, its God revealing hiswill by writing his law on his peopl€'s hearts, a metaphor from
divination implying that they reveal hislaw to others. That's one of many cases where interpretation gains
from 'comparative exploration.' This book deserves the attention of all serious Bible teachers and students.”--
Alan R. Millard, University of Liverpool

"Thisbook isamust read for serious students of the Old Testament. John Walton has employed his extensive
background and experience to write this excellent survey of the interface between the ancient Near East and
Israel. | especialy appreciate his sidebars on 'Comparative Exploration,’ which enable readersto 'zero in' on
the comparative topic of their choice relatively easily. The book is thoroughly readable yet very scholarly.
Thus, beginning students, seminarians, and the interested public will find gold mines of conceptual
information in this excellent work."--Mark W. Chavalas, University of Wisconsin-La Crosse

"John Walton has produced an important and useful guide to entering into some of the major worldviews and
value systems found in ancient Mesopotamia, Egypt, and Israel. As a unique contribution to the study of that
era, hiswork both introduces readers to this thought world and bridges the gaps between ancient Near
Eastern texts and the perspectives of the Bible. Walton's engaging style makes this an ideal introductory text
for these important areas of Bible backgrounds.”--Richard S. Hess, Denver Seminary

About the Author

John H. Walton (Ph.D., Hebrew Union College) is professor of Old Testament at Wheaton College. He is the
author or editor of numerous books, including A Survey of the Old Testament, Old Testament Today, and
The 1.V.P. Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kelly Watson:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guysthiskind of aren't like that. This Ancient Near Eastern Thought and the Old Testament: Introducing the
Conceptua World of the Hebrew Bible book is readabl e through you who hate those straight word style.



You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving possibly decrease
the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer connected with Ancient Near Eastern Thought and the
Old Testament: Introducing the Conceptual World of the Hebrew Bible content conveys the thought easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different
in the form of it. So, do you till thinking Ancient Near Eastern Thought and the Old Testament: Introducing
the Conceptual World of the Hebrew Bible is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Jasmine Myers:

This book untitled Ancient Near Eastern Thought and the Old Testament: Introducing the Conceptual World
of the Hebrew Bible to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that's because when you read this
reserve you can get alot of benefit onto it. Y ou will easily to buy this particular book in the book store or
you can order it viaonline. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this
book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from
your list.

Raymond Llamas:

The guide with title Ancient Near Eastern Thought and the Old Testament: Introducing the Conceptual
World of the Hebrew Bible includes alot of information that you can find out it. You can get alot of gain
after read this book. That book exist new understanding the information that exist in this publication
represented the condition of the world today. That isimportant to yo7u to find out how the improvement of
the world. Thiskind of book will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book
on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Sheila Foxworth:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can satisfy
your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that need
more time to be go through. Ancient Near Eastern Thought and the Old Testament: Introducing the
Conceptua World of the Hebrew Bible can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you actually
who have those short spare time problems.
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