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First published in 1923, Weeds is set amid the tobacco tenant farms of rural
Kentucky. This pioneering naturalist novel tells the story of a hard-working,
spirited young woman who finds herself in a soul-destroying battle with the
imprisoning duties of motherhood and of managing an impoverished household.
The novel is particularly noteworthy for its heartbreaking depiction of a woman
who suffers not from a lack of love, but from an unrequited longing for self-
expression and freedom.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Coming of age is a shock to almost anyone's system but imagine being like Kelley's character Judith
Pippinger: spirited, creative, strong, yet facing nothing more fulfilling in life than the poverty and
deprivation of a rural life. As with any lifetime, the human spirit provides moments of beauty, laughter and
power-reserves upon which Judith must depend to survive a failing marriage, a disastrous love affair and the
impending death of one of her daughters. The original manuscript contained a scene of rural childbirth
deemed too graphic for readers and which was cut before publication. This complete edition includes that
restored chapter.

From Publishers Weekly
this early feminist novel, about the restricted life of the wife of a tobacco farmer, was originally published in
1923.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"If there could be such a thing as a 21-gun salute for a novel fortuitously rescued from oblivion, Weeds richly
merits it, for Edith Summers Kelley's book is unquestionably a major work of American fiction. . . . It is
remarkable for its compassionate realism, its narrative pace, its sensitive evocation of character and for its
sure literary craftmanship. . . . [Weeds] is a book that will astonish and enrich anyone who reads it. And
anyone should be everyone." —New York Times Book Review

"This beautiful novel, which saw its first publication in 1923, is the story of Judith Pippinger Blackford, a
Kentucky farm girl whose bright, responsive, and perhaps talented nature is gradually dulled by the sordid
limitation of her life. . . . It would be a pity for anyone to miss this statuesque book." —New Yorker

"Edith Kelley had much in common with Sherwood Anderson and her friend, Sinclair Lewis. Her novel is
effective, poignant, well observed, distinguished of its kind. It should win a place in courses on modern
literature and women's studies." —Choice

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Unruh:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This Weeds book is readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style. You
will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving possibly decrease the
knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of Weeds content conveys prospect easily to understand by
most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different available as
it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Weeds is not loveable to be your top list reading book?



Gregorio Leslie:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense
happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the Weeds is kind of e-book
which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Charles Gray:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Weeds why because the excellent cover that make you consider
regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Rod Reese:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know
that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Weeds.
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