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On a sunny afternoon in November 2010, a massive explosion rocked the
underground Pike River coal mine, deep in a mountain range in New Zealand’s
South Island. More than an hour and a half later, two ashen men stumbled from
the mine’s entrance to report that 29 men remained trapped inside. Samples
revealed extremely high levels of carbon monoxide in the mine and the presence
of fire. For five agonizing days the men’s families and friends waited and prayed
until, after a second violent blast, all hope was extinguished. Tragedy at Pike
River Mine is a dramatic, suspenseful account of a disaster that shook the
nation—and the world. Pike River was no ordinary mine. It had been touted by
the company and by government ministers as a showcase of modern mining.
Shares in the company had been rapidly taken up by investors, swept away by
predictions of extraordinary returns. Beneath the hype, though, lay
mismanagement, mistakes and willful blindness that would cost men their lives.
Based on extensive research and more than a hundred interviews, this powerful
book provides chilling insights into the causes of the tragedy and puts a human
face on the people who suffered.
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On a sunny afternoon in November 2010, a massive explosion rocked the underground Pike River coal mine,
deep in a mountain range in New Zealand’s South Island. More than an hour and a half later, two ashen men
stumbled from the mine’s entrance to report that 29 men remained trapped inside. Samples revealed
extremely high levels of carbon monoxide in the mine and the presence of fire. For five agonizing days the
men’s families and friends waited and prayed until, after a second violent blast, all hope was extinguished.
Tragedy at Pike River Mine is a dramatic, suspenseful account of a disaster that shook the nation—and the
world. Pike River was no ordinary mine. It had been touted by the company and by government ministers as
a showcase of modern mining. Shares in the company had been rapidly taken up by investors, swept away by
predictions of extraordinary returns. Beneath the hype, though, lay mismanagement, mistakes and willful
blindness that would cost men their lives. Based on extensive research and more than a hundred interviews,
this powerful book provides chilling insights into the causes of the tragedy and puts a human face on the
people who suffered.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Rebecca Macfie lays bare the pattern of promise and betrayal that doomed Pike River coal mine to disaster
and 29 men to their deaths. Her spare, forceful narrative will leave readers far wiser and deeply outraged. . . .
Investigative journalism at its very best.”  —Rod Oram, columnist, Sunday Star-Times

“Absorbing and heart-wrenching, this compelling book exposes corporate and regulatory failures of which
all New Zealanders should be aware and ashamed.”  —Fiona Rotherham, Fairfax BusinessDay

"Macfie . . . gets to the heart of a complex and detailed story without losing or confusing her audience . . .
Lucid, exhaustive, enraging." —Guy Somerset, New Zealand Listener

"Credit is due to Rebecca Macfie for her book, Tragedy at Pike River Mine. The investigation makes
compelling reading, and illustrates the power of journalism in book form." —John Drinnan, New Zealand
Herald

"This is the best sort of journalism – methodical, well researched and dispassionate. But you can feel its cold
anger." —Nicholas Reid, Reid's Reader

"If you've already read accolades for this book, they're all deserved, and then some. Macfie digs through a
mountain of information to deliver a compelling account of what went wrong at Pike River." —Jim Eagles
and Mark Fryer, Weekend Herald

About the Author

Rebecca Macfie is a senior writer with the New Zealand Listener magazine. She was previously a senior
writer and deputy editor of Canvas magazine, editor and deputy editor of Unlimited magazine, and has
written extensively for Independent Business Weekly and National Business Review. She has 24 years’
experience in journalism and has won numerous awards.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Katie Phillips:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience



happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Tragedy at Pike River
Mine: How and Why 29 Men Died is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Jack Harbin:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Tragedy at Pike River Mine: How
and Why 29 Men Died e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that
may be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question Tragedy at
Pike River Mine: How and Why 29 Men Died as good book not merely by the cover but also by content.
This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing yet another
sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to another sixth sense.

William Holt:

Beside this Tragedy at Pike River Mine: How and Why 29 Men Died in your phone, it can give you a way to
get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from
your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have
Tragedy at Pike River Mine: How and Why 29 Men Died because this book offers for your requirements
readable information. Do you often have book but you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on,
that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book as
well as read it from right now!

Jodi Harper:

This Tragedy at Pike River Mine: How and Why 29 Men Died is new way for you who has fascination to
look for some information given it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Tragedy at
Pike River Mine: How and Why 29 Men Died can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build itself in the form
and that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in book form make
them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one.
You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book
style for your better life as well as knowledge.
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